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METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 


Leavine, 

Per str. Hoogly for Marscilles—Mr. 
Mrs. Chitten, Messrs. J. L. Ruyter and Beem 
For Hongkong—Captain Harian. 








Rainfall fa inches} 


| previous 2¢ hours 











BIRTHS. 

At Shanghai, ou the 28th iust., the wife of 
J.D, Crank, of a daughter. 

At Chefoo, on the 27th instant, the wife 
of G, Jauuesos, U.B.M. Acting Consul, of a 
daughter. 

DEATH. : 

At Shanghai, on the 25th June, Gzoror 
Roccers, Collector aud Overseer of Rates 
to the Municipal Council, Shanghai. 

PASSENGERS. 
Devanrep. 

Per str. Hankwung, for Foochow—Mr. aud 
Mrs. Piatkoff and European servaut, 

‘er atr. Haesan, for Ningpo—Rev. Canon 
Scott. 

Per str. Kiangchang, for Kiukiang—Mr. J. 
D. Weld. 

Peratr. Paxtah, for Tientsin—Miss Howard. 

Per ste. Yehsin, for Tientsin—Mr, Wheeu. 

ARRIVED. 

Per str. Tokio Maru, from Japan—The 
Very Rev. Dean Butcher, Mr. and Mrs, H. 
J, Allan, Mr. and Mrs, Thisson, Mise L. A. 
Howard, Messrs. J. Harward, Milton, Kerr, 
A.C. Wylie, E. H. M. Gower and M. Robi 
2 Europeans, 7 Chinese and 1 Japauese in 























steerage. 
Per str. Peking, from Hankow—Messrs. 





©. M. Wyatt, Carlill and J. M. Ringer. Fi 
Chiukiaug—Mir. J. McLeavy Brown, 

Per str. Pautal, from Tientsin Kelly 
and one Russian geutleman iu the saloon 
Chinese in steerage. 

Per atr. Europe, from  Foochow—Mr. 
Meligan ; 18 Chinese in stecrage. 

Per str. Conquest, from Wéachow—Dr. 
Myers, Messre. Main and Withers. 

Per str. Amoy, from Hongkong—Messrs. 
Buckhultz, F. P. Richmond, Nathan, Reii 
and W. Saul. 

Per str. Hankow, from Hankow—Sir David 
Wedderburn, 

Per str. Saikio Maru, from Japan—Mr. and 

‘Messrs. Levy, Oiesen, Ruyter and 
Canning ; 5 in steerage. 
Taku, from Tientsin—Mr. 
thinese in steerage. 
3 ing, from Hongkong— Mr. 
J. K. Thorndike ; 75 Chinese in steerage. 

Por str. Shanghai, from Hankow—Messrs. 
Maclean, Gammon and Silva. 




















Inno- 








‘Tam publication of the North-Ohina Herald 
Supreme Court & Consular Gazette 
commenced at 4.00 Pat. 





The Pouth-Ghinn Feyld. 


IMPARTIAL, NOT NEUTRAL, 








SHANGHAI, SATURDAY, JUNE 30, 1877. 





Ir is generally understood that tho 
three gentlemen who composed the 
Mission to Yiiunan were each intrusted 
with a particular department of the 
report to be drawn up recording their 
experiences. Mr, Davenport undortook 
the commercial portion, Mr. Baber the 
geographical; aud Mr, Grosvenor, as 
nominal head of the Mission, will of 
course write the political chapter for 
whose appearance we have been so long 
waiting. Various theories have been 
put forward to account for this delay, 
—from official dissatisfaction with the 
matter of the report, to the avowed 
motive of waiting on Sir Thomas 
Wade's completion of an essay on the 
Chefoo Convention; and the latter 
reason might have seemed plausible 
enough if the other reports had been 
similarly detained. But this has not 
been so. Mr. Davenport's account of 
the trading capabilities of the country 
has been printed; why not, then, Mr. 
Grosvenor’s report? Is it thatthe 
latter is so unsatisfactory that it needs 
all Sir Thomas Wade's explanation to 
give it a chance of’ escaping censure? 
However this may be, we are glad for 
one reason to have the first-named 
document alone. It is so exhaustive, 
so ably compiled, and so interestingly 
written, that we are glad to have an 
opportunity of studying it alone, without 
having our attention distracted by other 
documents which would have claimed 
prima facie greater interest. Wo 
may be inclined to question, now, 
whether this will bo so in fact; bab 
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there can ‘be uo doubt the political 
history of the expedition would have 
been the first turnéd to, had the whole 
sories of reports been published, as was 
expected, in a single Blue Book. 

Mr. Davenport, as we said before, 
undertook to describe the commercial 
capabilities of the country traversed; and 
he has confined himself to his provinee 
with almost amusing rigour. Mr, Gros- 
‘venor was the politician of the party; aud 
to Mr, Grosvenor is left the entire pri- 
vilege and responsibility of describing 
its political progress. Not by a hint 
‘or an inference does Mr. Davenport 
imply -that the Mission had even a 
political object. His report, which wo 
priat at length in another portion of 
tho paper, is simply and solely what it 
professes to be—a description of the 
trading capabilities of the country 
traversed by tho Mission after passing 
Hankow, so far as this came under his 
obse''vation, or as he was able to gather 
reliable information concerning it. And 
wo ropoat that he has performed his 
task with marked ability—an ability 
that has called forth the praise of various 
Home papers which have reviewed his 
work, i 

‘We have commented separatsly upon 
cortain special features of the report— 
notably tho waste and dopopulation 
caused by the civil war, and the possi- 
bility of navigating the rapids of the 
Upper Yangtsze which is the next 
probable step in the development 
of internal communications. It is, 
however, tho graphic description of 
(passing scenes, the careful record of 
special and general products, that con- 
stitute the marked value of the 
paper; aud it is difficult to speak 
too highly of the careful observa. 
tion, and power of arrangement and 
description, shown. The incidents and 
effects of the civil war, the condition 
of the people, tho present state and the 
capabilities of the country, its physical 
aspects, its mineral aud vegetable 
resources, and the very rotation of the 
crops, are set forth with elaborate. 
‘ness of detail, and yet with a vividness 
of description enlivened by occasional 
“flashes of humour and appropriate 
anecdote, that ensure sustained interest. 
It is ont of the question to review, 
within tho limits of 2 single article, so 
Jengthy aud exhaustive 2 document ; 
nor would our readers thank us for 
‘attempting to givo an imperfect sketch 
of a paper which they will read with 
pleasure. Suffice it to say that misery, 
‘rnin and destitution have been caused 
-by misgoverument and by the raassacres 
of the Imperialist soldiery, whore pros- 
perity and abundance should prevail. 











There are already signs of incipiont 
recovery, and districts so fall of natural 
resources will uo doubt gradually-re- 
vivo as they have done before, from the 
horrible effects which attend war in 
countries where the massacre of every 
living creature seems to be the highest 
conception and result of victory. Let 
as hope that commercial relations may 
be opened ont between Yiinnan and 
British Burmah on the one side, and 
across Tonquin on the other, which 
will stimulate and encourage the few 
remaining inhabitants to develope the 
resources that lie at their doors. 





Summary of Hews. 





The American mail of the 29th May 
arrived Wednesday, by the M.B. str. Saikio 
Maru. 

‘The European mail of the 18th May, 
arrived to-day, by the M.M. str, Anadyr. 

‘A mail leaves to-morrow for Europe, by 
the M.M. str. Hoogly. 

‘The telegraphic news received during the 
wreck is impo ‘The Turks have re- 

en Bayazid—a city lying nearly due east 
of Erzeroum. 6,000 Russians ave suo- 
ceeded in crossing the Danube at Galatz, 
and the Turks are retreating from Matchin, 
—The English Cabinet has decided to ask 
for supplementary grants for increased 
armaments; and it is purposed to strengthen 
the army in India as a measure of precau- 
tion. 

cere et has addressed a 
circular to the European Powers, formall; 

disolaiming any intention of taking Com 
stantinople, or of interfering with the Suez 
Canal, and England has accepted the assur- 
ance. ’ It seems, however, to be Asia Minor 
at which she is looking jealously just now. 

‘The Russians have encountered another 
severe defeat in the neighbourhood of 
Batoum:—Heavy cannonading was going 
‘on upon the Danube at Rustchuk, pre- 
paratory, we presume, to an endeavour by 
the Russians to cross the river at that point. 

The town of St. John’s (New Brunswick) 
is said to have been neatly destroyed by 
fire.—The dissolution of the French Cham- 
bers has been decided on. 

London telegrams quote consols 944d. — 
Silver 53$4.—Silk, No. 34 Dragon, 17s. 
Red Peacocks, 17s. 6d. The European crop 


is now reported as likely to be 50 per cont. 
short of the average. 


‘The Municipal Minutes contain no very 
striking information, unless it be that the 
long-talked of cleansing of the Yang-king- 
pang creck will be commenced as soon as 
the hot weather is over.—In the meantime 
the bunding of the creek is being proceeded 
with.—There is a hitch in carrying out the 
alteration in the line of the Yany-tze-poo 
road, sanctioned by the last meeting of 
Ratepayers ; but as there was really no 
great public advantage in the change, this 
will not be very much regretted—It is 
about the roads that are wanted, but which 
we cannot get nade, that people are most 
interested—notably the extension of the 
Cemetery road, which would make the 
French road available for an cvening’s 
drive, by avoiding the West Gate village. 

This week, again, the rain neces- 
sitated the postponement of the usual 
Wednesday evening performance by the 














‘Wind Instrument Society, in the Public 
Garden. 

With a view to fill the hollow in their 
coffers which has been left through the 
non-arrival of any outside troupes this year, 
the A. D. ©. repeated, on Thursday even- 
ing, the performance of “Society” which 
they gave with so much success last 
December. It is rather late in the season 
for theatricals ; but though the days are hot 
the evenings are still moderately cool, and 
the A.D. C. were particularly fortunate in 
this respect, on Wednesday. Still, the 
house was a poor one; and the repetition 
was hanlly so good as the original per- 
formance. 

We have received Part I of the Customs 
Returns of Trade at the Treaty Ports in 
China, for the past year—giving the usual 
abstract of Trade and Customs Revenue 
Statistics from 1864 to 1876.—The value 
of the Foreign Trade during the year 
—Tis. 151,000,000—was greater by Tis. 
9,000,000 than in any previous year during 
that period, and greater by 'Tls. 14,000,000 
than in any other year but 1872 (which 
reached Tis. 142,000,000.)—The revenue 
of course was also larger, though not 
correspondingly ; Tis. 12,162,921 against 
Tis. 11,968,109 last year, which was the 
next highest.—The ‘gross value of tho 
trade of Shanghai was also greater than in 
any previous year, having reached Ti 
124,174,755 — rather more than Tis. 
6,000,000 above 1872, which was the next 
highest year in the list. 

‘We hear a report that the Chineso aro 
about to establish Revenue Stations in the 
interior, for the collection of Junk and Boat 
Dues from all vessels carrying goods going 
into the country, or coming out, under 
a transit pass. If this is the caso, it can 
scarcely be regarded as other than an 
indirect way of levying lekin on foreign 
imports and native goods intended for 
export. 

We give this week tho full text of the 
very able report on the trading capabilities 
of the country traversed by the Yiinnan 
Mission, which has been drawn up by Mr. 
Davenport. Some of our readers have no 
doubt read portions of the report in the 
reprint in the Z. & C. Express. There are, 
however, considerable omissions in that 
reprint ; and our readers will, we believe, 
thank us for placing on record a complete 
version. The report is highly spoken of 
in the home papers, and indeod wo have 
seldom read a more interesting and ex- 
haustive document of its kind. Yiinnan 
seems to have been reduced to the lowest 
depth of waste and misery by the pro- 
longed civil war so Intely ended. Mr. 
Davenport estimates the population at 
barely a million, instead of 8,000,000 which 
it is supposed to have reached in 1850. 

There is no sign yet of Mr. Grosvenor's 
report, or of Sir Thomas Wade's promised 
essay on the Convention. 

We reprint the text of Lord Derby's 
reply to Prince Gortschakoff's circular 
announcing the Russian declaration of 
war against Turkey, as a state paper worth 
placing on record. 

We reprint from the Sax Francisco 
Chronicle a few telegrams giving some 
fuller details regarding affairs: in the East. 
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“They show that Ahmed Muktar Pasha 
found it necessary to fall back on Erzeroum 


" béfore the greater forces of the Russians, 


until hé could obtain reinforcements and 
concentrate’ his strength. Subsequent 
telegrams show that, having done this, he 
has been able to strike out with some 
vigour. At the samo time the opinion 
seems to be that the Turks are inferior in 
organization and strength and cannot hold 
their own ; though itisnoteworthy that these 
opinions were expressed during the Russian 
advance.—Another Turkish monitor has 
been sunk on the Danube by the very 
plucky deed of a small party of Russians, 
who succeeded in fastening a torpedo to 
hor hull, and then exploded it at leisure. 

‘The Silk Market was opened late on 
Wednesday evening ; but it seems to have 
closed again the following day, as holders 
were unwilling to continue selling at the 
moderate prices given, in face of such 
an advance as that quoted by Reuter of 
6d. a Ib. on Red Peacock on a flat market ! 
The settlements have been, therefore, 
restricted to within 100 bales, including 
No, 2 Buffalo, No. 2 Beautiful Woman, 
and No. 2 Dancing Bear, at 4174, equal to 
195, 24 Inid down in London ; SSS dollars 
variously reported from Tls. 385 to 400, and 
chop No. 2 Kahing Taysaam at Tis. 420.— 
Dollars have advanced, and numerous orders 
for purchasing have been sent up-country. 
Silkmen appear rather astonished at the 
opening rates; but large holders are nof 
sollers, as the improvement in prices at 
home, which scems at present known only in 
specially advised quarters, persuades them 
that the long-looked for advance is at hand, 
and that buyers generally will quickly 
respond to tho signal given. 

We have received, for review, a copy 
of little book entitled “Record of the 
Buddhistic Kingdoms,” translated from 
the Chinese by Mr. Giles of H.M. Consular 
Service. 

‘The Report of the London Mission 
Hospital at Hankow for the past year 
shows a considerable increase in the num- 
ber of patients treated, over the previous 
year. The increase is especially notice- 
able in the number of in-patients, which 
was 406 as compared with 93 last year.— 
‘The income of the Hospital, including 
8148 brought forward from the previous 
‘year, was $756 ; and the expenditure $505, 
leaving a balanco of $251.—Dr. Mackenzie 
sets out by stating that the term ‘ Medical 
Mission” implies the use of medical means 
to the missionary end; ‘it makes medi- 
cine the handmaid of the Gospel, seeking 
through the administration of medical 
relief to advance the cause of our Lord 
and Master Jesus Christ.” And it is 
evident from every paragraph that this 
principle is very clearly kept in view— 
It is gratifying to learn that many opium 
smokers have been successfully weaned 
from that vice by treatment at the hos- 
pital ; and in at least nine cases the sufferers 
‘have after careful enquiry and prolonged 
trial been received into the Church.”—The 
impatience of the Chinese, however, occa- 
sionally prevents successful treatment. 
‘man was received with a fracture of the 
‘thigh-bone. The necessity of time to 
‘effect a proper cure was repeatedly ex- 
plained to him} yet at the end of a 











we friends removed the splint and 
bandages, and carried him out! We 
have not space to follow the report closely 
into detail. Suffice it to say that, as 
we said before, constant evidence is given 
of earnest endeavour to couple proselytism 
with medical advice. ‘We rejoice,” says 
the writer, “thatall our helpers are workers 
forChrist. Siau, thenativepreacher, who has 
feaslng of ti pebenty © growine 

of the , is 
in suitability for tho work. The hospital 
assistants both give valuable aid in the 
religious department, and even the coolie 
manifests great delight when he sees 
patients show any interest in the Gospel 
message !” 

We hear that the officers of the (late) 
S.S.N. Co.’s steamers have very kindly 
given the books and furniture of their 
library at Kin-le-yuen, together with their 
unexpired subscriptions for papers and 
periodicals, to the Shanghai General 
Hospital. —The nucleus of a Hospital 
Library, for which a room will be pro- 
vided, is thus formed ; and if members of 
the community will send in any old books 
which they do not specially want to keep, 
it will enable the Trustees to gradually 
enlarge the collection. 

Tho Straits Times gives the times of 
arrival and departure of the first tea 
steamers :— 

‘The Loudoun Castle arrived at 2.40 p.m. 
on the 2nd June, and left at 11 p.m. 

‘The Gleneagles arrived at 4.20 p.m. the 
same day, but owing to some small repairs to 
her machinery did not leave till 4.45 a.m. 

The Glenartney arrived at 5.45 p.m. on 
the 4th, leaving at 2.35 a.m. on the Sth. 

The Tartar arrived at 9.30 a.m. on the 
Sth, and left at 4 p.m. the same day. 

The Deucalion (from Foochow) arrived 
on the 4th, and left the following morning. 

‘The Glenearn (also from Foochow) arrived 
on the 7th, and left the same evening. 

So that all six steamers are likely to 
arrive at London within one week. 

We are indebted to the agent of the 
‘Messagories Maritimes for tho information 
that all the passengers by the Meikong were 
saved, except one, “Arathon Madras,” 
(7 Aratoon of Madras). The cargo and 
mails are lost, with the exception of the 
registered letters and the Government de- 
spatches, both of which have been saved. 

We mentioned a few days ago the coin- 
cidence of a great tidal wave at Newcastle, 
N.S.W., with that previously reported from 
‘Hakodadi, and with the earthquake at Iqui- 
quiin Peru. Australian and New Zealand 
papers mention other similar phenomena 
in different parts of the colonies, which 
deserve to be collated. A correspondent 
of the China Mail points out that the 
advices received from Australia and New 
Zealand comprise the following items :-— 
“Sydney, May Ith. The tide tose 
several times to-day nearly three feet ina 
fow minutes, and as suddenly fell. The 
same phenomenon is reported from New- 
castle and New Zealand.—May 15th. 
Advices from New Zealand report the pre- 
valence of a terrific hurricane at the 
Navigator and Friendly Islands, which 
destroyed the cocoanut plantations, over 
1,000 houses and sixteen cliurches.”— 
The Queenslander remarks as follows 
“Tt is evident that some extensive sub- 
terranean disturbances “have taken place 
within the last ten or twelve days. On 
Friday (11th May) the tide in Port Jackson 
rose several times nearly three feet in a 























few minutes, and as suddenly fell. 
similar phenomenon occurred on the same 
day at Neweastle, New South Wales, and 
si or 
‘Saturday, a large steamer reported having 
encountered (probably on Friday) a heavy 
fidal wave. ‘ler stern dipped nearly under 
water, and she was drawn back nearly half- 
amile.’ A sharp earthquake was felt near 
Dunedin about the same time, and’ marino 
disturbances at the date of the telegram, it 
was stated, continued at Wellington and on 
the West Coast of New Zealand.” 

The Peking Gazette of the 23rd Juno 
contains a Decree announcing the capture 
of Tunray, the last remaining stronghold of 
the Dungani Mahomedans, and the objective 
point toward which the efforts of Tso 
‘Psung-tang’s army have been directed 
since the capture of Urumtsi, in August 
last. Turfan appears to have been evacuated 
by its defenders, on the approach of the 
Chinese’ forces, and they have probably 
retired to seek protection under the banner 
of the Khan of Kashgar, whose army is 
believed to be posted on his own frontier 
at no great distance from Turfan, The intel- 
ligence of the success now reported is stated 
to have been in the hands of the Imperial 
Government for several weeks, and the 
fact of its having been withheld so long 
from publication has given rise to curious 
surmises. 

A Hanxow correspondent writes, on the 
26th June :—The heat here is something 
dreadful ; we have had ten days of 90 in 
the shade, ‘Tea buying goes on too fast ; 
many people believing in a short second 
and third crop. It may be so; but it is 
too soon to speculate upon it, 

Our Wexcuow correspondent says the 
suspected lorcha has been unhesitatingly 
identified by Mr. Main as the Mandarin. 
‘Tho absence of any proper papers and the 
inability of her present owners to account 
for her coming into their possession, con- 
stitute strong corroborative evidence. It 
is very little to the credit of the Chinese 
authorities, thatsheshould have been allowed, 
to trade regularly to a considerable port 
like Wénchow, without recognition ; not- 
withstanding that she has been more than 
once identified by foreigners on the high 
seas, and was recognised directly she is seen 
by the first foreigner who was familiar with 
her in Wénchow. She is said to be pretty 
well worn out; and tho question. arises 
whether the patent neglect of the Chinese 
authorities to make proper efforts to detect 
and capture her, does not give room for a 
claim for compensation. 

‘The Europe brings news from Foocnow 
that the floods in the Min have reached 
the highest point that has been known for 
years. For the information of those who 
do not know the port, we may explain that 
the Settlement is on the opposite side of 
the river to the City ; but the banks aro 
connected by two bridges—a short one from 
the Settlement to a small island near the 
west bank, and a larger one from that island 
again to the east bank. Three arches of 
this so-called Long Bridge, which is a scene 
of great traffic, have been washed down, 
and many lives lost. The island itself is 
densely populated, and has no doubt also 
suffered considerably, as it is flat and only 
a few feet above ordinary high water 
mark. 
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Giitoyial Selections. 











‘THE DEPOPULATION OF YUNNAN. 
‘Nomuxa is more noteworthy in Mr. 
Davenport’s able and interesting de- 
seription of Yiinnan, that the terrible 
depopulation and waste cansed during 
the eighteen years of fighting which 
have. lately resulted in the re- 
establishment of Imperial rale. ‘The 

_ savagery with which warfare is carried 
on in China is, in fact, one of the 
strongest evidences of a low state of 
civilisation. It is not enough that no 
quarter is shown to fighting men, nor 
faith Kept with hostile leaders. We 
pointed oat a fow months ago the cruelty 
‘and treachery which accompanied tho 
capture of Suchau and of Manas, and 
described the mode of execution by “the 
extrome of tortare,” which was the 
fato of the chiefs who bad wished to 
surrender. Bat as wo said before, it 
is not only the cruelty to individuals, 
or even the massacre of garrisons, that 
produce such deplorable results. It is 
the massacre of whole popalations, 
including old men, women, aud children, 
that so emphatically stamps the savagery 
of the soldiery, and the folly of the 
Government by which such proceedings 
aro tolerated and approved. In re- 
marking, last week, on the steady 
Aoterioration of the plains of Central 
Asia and of North-western China, wo 
pointed out that tho systom of exter 
uation pursued by the Imperialists in 
quelling the Mabomedan uprising must 
tend to hasten that process, by reducing 
the amount of human industry available 
to resist the encroachment of the desert. 
Aud their success in Yiiunan was 
marked by @ similar ruthlessness, hay- 
ing resulis to the full as deplorable ; 
though likely, perbaps, to be less 
permanent in effect owing to the 
different nature of the country. Some 
details of the horrible massacres that 
marked the closing scenes of the Yiin- 
nan rebellion were made public at the 
time by a Rangoon correspondent of 
the Times—who had obtained them, no 
doubt, from the Panthays who fled to 
Burmah from the destroying band of 
the Government which the capture 
of Tali re-established in power. Not- 
ably, the noyade in the Inke outside 
that city of 8,000 old mev, women, 
and children, who had surrendered 
themselves to the Chinese Imperial 
army, was mentioned with the horror 
sucli a crime evoked. ‘Nhe ronson for 
the deed—not the murder itself, which 
needed no explanation beyond the 
natural gratiieation of cruel instincts 
—but for the mode of execution, was 
explaiued to Mr. Davenport by 
Chitiese officer of high rank who bad 
been au actor in the ceremony. “So 
large a number had alrendy been 
slaughtered that they foared to creato 
pestilence from inability to bury such 
an enormous number of bodies!” And, 
as a matter of fact, plague has beon 
eudemic in Tali-fu from that time uutil 
now. The same officer further stated 











that, of 40,000 Mahomedan families 
who formerly resided in Tali-fu and 
the neighbourhood, there were not two 
or three sonls yet alive. What took 
place at Tali occurred no doubt at 
every town aud village captured by the 
Imperialist troops. In fact, the pro- 
vince, -after passing Chautung-fu, was 
little better than a wilderness ; not only 
were the large villages little but heaps 
of rains, but the important cities of 
Tangehuen, Yiiunan, Tsu-hiung, Tali, 
and Yunchang, were entirely bereft of 
their suburbs, while a great part of the 
houses inside the walls were destroyed, 
aud the scanty population mostly in 
rags. Nevertheless, the members of the 
Mission were assured that the road 
they travelled, being the trade route, 
was less wild and better populated 
than any other part of the province. 
We are reminded of the fearful 
harrying of Northumberland, after 
the Norman conquest, so graphically 
described by Mr. Freeman in his 
transcript of the thrilling language 
of our ancient chronicles—a harrying 
from which he assumes the land to have 
hardly thoroughly recovered till within 
the last hundred years, We are not 
surprised that Mr. Davenport estimates 
seven-cighths of the population to have 
been sacrificed during the eighteen 
years through which tho civil war was 
protracted, “The decrease from eight 
millions to one will astonish no one 
who has had the opportunity of seeing 
the country on the seaboard after it 
was devastated by the Taeping re- 
bellion.” ‘Those who were spared by 
the Taepings were slain by the Im- 
perialists, and those who escaped the 
sword fell victims to famine and disease. 
Shanghai, the only contre of refuge in 
the province, was crowded by more 
thon a million of refugees; and even 
yet large districts lie waste, whose 
inhabitants fell by the sword, by famine, 
or by disease. Yet the impulse to 
recovery in a province so fertile, having 
such excellent communications by water, 
and having the advantage of a sea- 
board and a largo maritime trade, 
would be infinitely greater than can be 
looked for in a district so remote aud 
likely to be so little cared for as 
Yiinnan, 





STEAMERS ON THE UPPER YANGTSZE. 


In one section of Mr. Davenport's 
report there occurs a paragraph which 
the DL. § 0. xpress saw fit to 
omit, regarding the possible navigation 
of the Yangizse xbove Ichang, by 
steamers. Of the question of power, 
no word is snid; that is one for 
experts to decide, and one which 
engineering science will no doubt 
solve in the affirmative. The difficulty 
which Mr. Davenport emphasises is of 
another character, aud one which we 
do uot remember to have seen put for- 
ward elsowhere. This is the’extreme 
risk of collisions. On both sides of 





the river are boats being towed up 


with difficulty against the rapid stream, 
while in the centre are others descend- 
ing which tax all the power of the 
jankmen to control them. . What with 
the strain and chafing against rocks, 
the tow ropes of the former occasionally 
give way, when the junk is either 
swept round and round in an eddy, 
or is carried down the stream 
for some hundreds of yards before the 
crew regain the mastery of her. It is 
not difficult to conceive what would 
happen if one of these were carried 
in its course across the bows of an 
ascending steamer ; the boat would be 
smashed, and the steamer itself would 
probably be forced back and wrecked 
‘on some one of the sunken rocks which 
appear to be lying everywhere in 
wait for such emergencies. Scarcely 
less would be the risk of collision with 
boats on their downward course, when 
under control of the crew. Tho boat- 
men “work sufficieutly hard with 
their oars to maintain a little steerage 
way, keep well in the middle of the 
stream, fire off innumerable crackers 
and trast in Buddha ;” and these pre- 
cautions may serve their purpose while 
all the upward bound boats keep to 
the side, and the mid-channel is left 
clear. But an upward bound steamer 
would keep mid-channel for the sake 
of clear water, and in case of moot 
ing, we imagine both jank and steamer 
would have hard work to clear eacl 

other in such a current. Lamentablo 
collisions between junks and steamers 
occur only too often in comparatively 
easy rivers, such as the Peiho and the 
lower Yangtsze, and it can scarcely bo 
denied that the danger would be inten. 
sified in therapidsof the upper Yangtsze. 
The Chinese themselves admit that the 
native craft are inadequate for the safo 
navigation of the river, and tho efficient 
transportation of goods between Szo- 
chuen and the Eastern provinces; and 
Mr. Davenport concludes that “if 
Chung-king (below which most of the 
worst rapids aro situated) were opened 
to foreign trade, and the dangers of 
navigation avoided by making use of 
foreign steamers, a very considerable 
trade would inevitably spring up.” 
‘The question is how the risks pointed 
out can be reconciled with steamer 
traffic. ‘To quote again the graphic 
statement of the report, “The downward 
bound junks with not too much steerage 
way ot: them float down the centro of tho 
current, while one and often both sides 
of the stream are occupied by the 
ascending junks which again are apt, 
at the most critical times and dangorous 
places, to break loose from all control 
and swing over the whole river”; and 
after watching thoir performances at 
the most favourable time of the year, 
Mr. Davenport has come to the con- 
clusion that “unless some arrangement 
could be made, causing junks to anchor 
when a steamer was expected, constant 
collisions with great lost of life and 
property must unavoidably occur.” 
‘This may afford a possible solution of 











the difficulty. Special days might be 
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set apart for steamers on which the 
native boats were forbidden to proceed ; 
or, without causing such wholesale 
delay, the worst rapids might be worked 
on & similar principle to the Suez 
Canal; no steamer to be allowed to 
enter till tho section was clear, and no 
native boat to enter till the steamer had 
emerged. We quite apprehend, with 
‘Mr. Davenport, that some such arrange- 
ment will bo found necessary whenever 
steamers claim to ascend beyond 
Ichang. 





THE LORCHA “MANDARIN.” 

‘Tus old saying that “murder will out” 
seoms at last in a fair way of being 
verified, in the caso of tho lorcha 
Mandarin; though the process have 
beon never so tardy. It is now rather 
more than four years since the ramour 
was first heard that the Chinese crew 
had murdered the captain by tying him 
in a sack and pitching him overboard, 
and had pirated the vessel and cargo. It 
will be remembered that the Mandarin 
had cleared from Chinkeang for Shang- 
hai, and had come down the Yangtsze in 
company with several vessels. But on 
nearing Woosung she was seen to haul 
out of her course, and set sail as if 
bound out to sea. Nothing more was 
heard of ber for several days, till a 
vessol from Ningpo reported having 
passed her steering South; and about 
the samo time the report of foul play 
to which we have alluded, became 
enrrent. At the request of H.B.M.’s 
Consul, the Taotai agreed to take steps 
to investigate tho affair, and the Chinese 
gunboat Weirhing was despatched with 
orders to cruise about the islands and 
bays on the const of Chekeang and 
Fohkien, and if possible bring back the 
lorcha and crew to Shanghai for trial. 
Two British Consular officers, Messrs. 
Brennan aud Spence, accompanied the 
expedition, which succeeded in the 
tracing the vessel as far as Soongmen 
on the coast of Chekeang, where it was 
ascertained that she had pat in for a 
fow days and sold part of her cargo, 
but had left again for the South six 
days before the arrival of the searching 
expedition, * The search was prosecuted 
as far as Namquan on the const of 
Fobkien, when the Captain of the gan. 
boat discovered that he bad only fifty 
tons of coal left, and insisted on 
returning to Shanghai. Here, for some 
inserntable reason, the matter was al- 
lowed to drop, just as a good clue had 
been found, and nothing but a little 
energetic research seemed needed to 
trace out and punish the crime. 

Tt was not till three years after these 
events, that evidence of the Mandarin 
having been seon at different timesonthe 
coast was again placed before H.B.M.’s 
Minister, in-a sufficiently definite form 
to induce him to order a renewed 
search, and H.M.S. Thalia undertook to 
carry out that purpose, having on board 
Mr. R. J. Forrest, then acting Consul 
at Ningpo, and Mr. J. Main, brother of 
the murdered owner of the lorcha. 
‘This cruise resulted in the apprehension, 
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at Soongmen, of four or five people, of 
whom some were proved to have been 
concerned in the sale of a considerable 
portion of the cargo of the missing 
vessel; but the Mandarin herself re- 
mained at large. ‘The mon were taken to 
Ningpo, clearly inculpated, and handed 
over for some reason to the Fohkien 
authorities, in whose hands they are 
believed still to remain.—Again the 
spasmodic energy of the British Lega- 
tion was exhansted, and the matter was 
allowed to drop till, a few weeks 

a foreign pilot thought he detected the 
lorcha, in Chinese disguise, at the newly 
opened port: of Wénchow. He reported 
his conviction to the Acting Consul, 
Mr. Warren, at whose request the Tao- 
tai seized the vessel till farther enquiry 
could be instituted. Mr, Main was 
requested to come down; and the re- 
sult of his examination has perfectly 
convinced him that the suspected vessel 
is the veritable Mandarin. Great pains 
have been taken to disguise her, but 
men who have been familiar with a 
ship are not easily deceived. A pilot 
and a Custom House officer now 
stationed at Wenchow recognised some 
ebequered work in tho cabin floor and 
fittings. They know it well, having 
been often on board with the Inte 
Captain; and Mr. Main himself 
identified the foreign work of the 
bull and the old canvas sail which, 
although much worn, is still the ori- 
ginal one. The absence of any trast- 
worthy papers, and the inability of 
the present owner to give any plausi- 
ble account of how she came into 
his possession, afford strong cor- 
roborative evidence of the identity of 
the vessel; and we may hope that the 
tragedy will be at last fally disclosed 
and punished. It is little to the credit 
of the Chinese authorities that they 
should have allowed a vessel after 
which this hue and ery was raised, 
to trade for four years on the very 
portion of the coast where her presence 
had been so often accused, and whero 
they bad been again and again re- 
quested to search her ont. We do 
not mean to say that the Taotai of 
Wenchow, for instance, knew  per- 
sonally that she was in the habit of 
frequenting his port; bat the native 
Customs officials, there and elsewhere, 
must have known quite well that 
the craft was a suspicious one, and the 
slightest goodwill would have secured 
her detection and capture. The Go- 
vernment is responsible for the bad 
faith of its subordinates. 





THE WAR. 
Tavs far the Russians have not made 
much progiess in their attack on Turkey. 
They advanced without opposition across 
Roumania, and have since been joined 
by that Principality, which would pro- 
bably have been content to keep out of 
the war; but, having to choose between 
the combatants, was hardly likely to 
declare against the army in possession, 





and thereby expose its people to hostile 





treatment which it could not effectively 
resent. Besides, there is the bribe of 
independence and the possibility of 
extended territory, even if its sympathies 
wore not, as they probably are, rather 
with the Russians than tho Turks. 
Having reached the Danube, however, 
and taken up what stations they chose 
along its banks, the Russians for a long 
timo found that river an impassable 
barrier. ‘The stream was too high for 
them to cross on their first arrival ; 
but soon subsided enough to enable 
them to make the attempt at two points 
so far apart as Reni and Nicopoli, the 
former near the junction of the Prath, 
and the latter nearthat of the Aluta, with 
the main stream, They were defeated on 
both occasions. The first attempt was 
made early in May, when, according to 
a London telegram, they throw a bridge 
over the Danube, but were met by 
Turkish forco of infantry and artillery, 
assisted by gunboats, and defeated 
with considerable loss. Tho attempt at 
Nicopoli, made nearly a month later, was 
similarly repulsed. A more recont 
effort, in the neighborhood of Galatz, 
was more successful. A telegram of 
the 25th instant informs us that 6,000 
Russians have succeeded in crossing 
the river at that point; aud a simul- 
taneous announcement that the Turks 
were retreating from Matohin, a fow 
miles higher up the Danube, shows that 
thoy have effected permanent lodg- 
ment. They havo thus entered tho 
territory of the Dobradscha—n famous 
battle “ground—in which, however, 
disease has more than once proved as 
fatal as the sword to an invading army. 

In Asia, a rapid advance has been 
followed by an equally rapid retreat. An 
attack on Batoum, made apparently 
nearly at the same timo as the attompt 
to cross the Danube at Reni, was 
sigaally defeated, with heavy loss to 
the assailants. But Ardaban seems to 
have been vacated on their approach. 
The main army seems then to havo 
advanced in three sections on Kars and 
Erzeroum; the contre undertook to 
besiege Kars; the right advanced on 
the north of that city towards Olti; 
the left by the south towards Diarbeker; 
—both tending to converge against the 
main body of the Turkish army, which 
was massed at Hassan Kaleb, a littlo 
to the west of Erzeroum. Bat all 
these movements seem as yet to have 
been unsuccessful. Kars has ropelled 
several assaults. The right wing of 
the Russian army advanced rapidly to 
the town of Nariman, beyond Olti, and 
within a short distance of Hassan 
Kaleh ; but appears to have since re- 
treated as rapidly; while the Turks 
have re-oecupied Olti and advanced to 
Penuek. The left wing penetrated un- 
opposed to Karalclissa, about 60 miles 
to the South of Kars and 70 wost of 
Hassan Kaleh, and subsequently cap- 
tared Alaskhert, some 20 miles nearor 
to that goal, and Bayazid some 60 
miles farther tu the east. But they 
seem now to have encountered the 
same fate as the right wing; a fow 








638 


days after they bad re-occupied Olti, 
the Turka pushed them back from 
Alaskhert, and a week later recovered 
Bayazid. ' So that, thns far, the attack 
has been repelled in both directions. 
‘The Turks, however, seem then to have 
pushed on to Delhi Baba—a place lying 
NW. of Bayazid and about 60 miles 
cast of Erzeroum, from whence they 
have beon coapelled to retreat. 

In the meantime, the Circassians 
took the opportunity to revolt, but are 
said to have beon defeated with much 
los, A Tarkish expedition, however, 
aided by a rising of the inhabitants, 
has succeeded in taking the town of 
Sukhum Kaleb, on the North-east coast 
of the Black Sea; while the Turkish 
fleet has been bombarding Poti in the 
same neighbourhood. An attempt by 
‘@ Russian steamer, which made a dash 
from Sebastopol, to destroy a Turkish 
war vessel at Batoum by means of 
torpedoes, was unsuccessful; and we 
do not hear of avy other movements 
on tho part of the Russian fleet. In the 
meantime, the Tarks apponr tobo gaining 
continued successes over the Montene- 
grins; but there is great agitation 
in Greece, whore a strong patty is in 
favour of declaring war, and, no doubt, 
aiding the rebellion which might easily 
bo excited in Epirus and Thessaly. 

















@Outports. 








Wwencrow. 
Sinco I last wrote wo have beon visited 
by ten days of incessant and heavy rain, 
with tho consequent freshets. ‘The river 
rose considerably, and the current on certain 
days attained a speed of seven Knots; but 
in no instanco have wo heard of ény loss of 
ifo or even damage, although’in'some cases 
the force of the stream caused one or two 
junks to drag for some distance. The mud 
is so soft that under influences such as those 
now described, tho anchors haye but feeble 
hold, and oven in the case G.M.S. 
Cyclop gave way, without howbver causing 
more trouble than that involved by a berth 
further from the position that was at first 
taken up. 

Apropos of the mud, a curious fact was 
noted by the Naval officers whilst survey- 
ingthe Upper Anchorage. One of the boats 
La ogee ‘to ground on a bank formed just 
‘below an island lying about three-quarters 
of tho way across the river ; and, although 
the tide was running strong ebb and the men 
pulling, still the boat remained fast in the 
mud, and with it moved visibly up stream 
and against the rowers. ‘This phenomenon, 
with others, is thought to indicate great 
‘uncertainty ‘as to the permanency of any 
channel that may now be laid down in the 


now charts, 

‘The Captain and officers of the German 
gunboat, however, — jndetatile 

surveyin, yylight to dark, and 
have nearly’ finished that portion of the 
river comprehended between the Upper 
Umit of the Port and Jar Point (lower 
ant rages) re understand ca the 
Cyclop will go on surveying until all the 
work has been completed, or she receives 
ordexs to proceed elsewhere. 
. Mr. Main arrived by the Conquest and 
has, we believe, no hesitation in identifying 
the suspected lorcha as the Mandarin. This 
aiakes the third European who expresses 
himself confident as to her identity, 
‘which, with the strong circumstantial evi- 
dence’ afforded by the absence of any 
tfastworthy papers, or even plausible ac- 
count of Pow she came into her present 








cowner’s possession, and the suspiciously 
marked trouble that has been taken to dis- 
guise her, would appear to put the question 
beyond a'doubt. Meantime, the matter has 
been reported and referred to Peking by 
both H.B.M. Consul and the Taotai. It 
will be interesting to note how, in the event 
of her being undoubtedly proved to be the. 
‘Mandarin, the Chinese Government will 
get out of the new phase set up by the 
utter absence of “due diligence” indis- 
putably proved by the fact of her trading 
so long on their coast after the murder; 
the numerous reports that have from time 
to time been made to them of her having 
‘been seen by various foreigners ; and finally 
that as soon as foreigners get access to 
the port she has been always assumed to 
tl'on WE Goncal’s sepresenttions 
on H.B.M. Consul’s representations 
seized. Tho complication will not be sim- 
plified by the strenuous denials hitherto 
given by the Chinese totheforeignassertions, 
or the fact that her comings and goings, 50 
patent to even chance passers-by on the high 
seas, must have been, or certainly ought 
to have been, equally well-known to them. 
‘The vessel is now scarcely worth the 
trouble of breaking up; the causes that 
have led to this great depreciation will no 
doubt have weight in deciding the question 
as to right for indemnity, and be not the 
less effective in rebutting any plea that 
may now be set up as to the ‘non-res- 
pon: of a Government for the acts 
Of individuals, beyond using due diligence 
in the apprehension of offenders, making 
dincere efirts. to restore as. much of the 
stolen property as possible, and to take such 
steps as may seem necessary for preventing 
such crimes in future.” 
le is much as before. We notice the 
Conquest takes about $59,000 away with 
her, it is to be presumed to be laid out 
in ‘the purchase of goods or to pay 
for that already imported. As it all 
goes to Ningpo, it looks as though the 
thinese, with characteristic conservatism, 
continue to buy their merchandise through 
Ningpo, merely substituting steamer for 
junk transport. This is a picce of ob- 
stinacy, however, which is likely to speedily 
remedy itself by appeal to that most sensi- 
tive part of the Celestial merchant, his 


pocket. 

‘Upwards of 200 } chests of tea go up to 
the Shanghai market. The Teamen here are 
asking the most ridiculous prices, and what 
is more they somewhat firmly believe that 
they have only to go North to get them. 
This again may possibly correct itself. 








HANSOW. 
Messrs. Gordon Bros. write on the 19th 





June :—The low prices ruling during the 
forinight have induced large settlements in 
all but the lowest descriptions of tea, 
which, as usual, have been forwarded to 
tho Shanghai matket. Arrivals havo been 
comparatively large, the total receipts of 
Hankow District ‘Teas being now 15,000 
chests in excess of last season’s entiro first 
crop. The quantity still to come forward 
is variously estimated at 15,000 to 20,000 
chests. A few picked mustors of second 
crop Qopacks have arrived, to judge 
from which they shew no improvement 
‘on last year's leaf. Teas in bulk are ex- 
pected from the near districts during the 
week, ‘The cost laid down here as stated 
by natives is Tis. 16 a 19 per picul for 
Oopack kinds. Settlements for Russia 
during the fortnight we eatimate at 16,000 
ests. 


chests — 
‘The Export to date, as per Customs 
Returns, stands thus -— * 
Exclusive of Reesports, 
Be, ise 

Season 1877 x 78...31,099,566 ..7,965,921 

1876 x 77...32,937,686...9,132,255 

308,144 






Faeents.- 





strs. Gor 
Galley of Lorne arrived yesterday to load 
for London. Rate of freight, £4 per ton 
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of 40 feet. The through rate by last M. M. 

Co,’s str. was £4.12.6, by present P. & O. 

str. £4.10, and by Holt’s line £4 per ton, 

Through Bills of Lading by sailing vessels 

to London are granted at £3.10 per ton of 
fect. 





HONGKONG. 
By the str. Amoy we have one day 
Hongkong papers; but. they cont 
local news of interest. ‘The men-of-war in 
harbour flew their holiday bunting on the 
anniversary of Her Majesty's Acpession, and 
salutes were fired from the battery, the 
Victor Emanuel and the Italian corvette 
Christoforo Columbo.—An endeavour to 
raise money for the distressed -people in 
Shantung and Chihli has beon made at 
Samarang. The chief of a mercantile 
has taken every trouble to induce the 
Chinese to follow the example of their coun- 
trymen at Singapore and elsewhere, but not 
with much success. A few Chinese have 
formed a committee, but they have met 
with little sympathy, so that hitherto onl 
2,500 guilders have been received. Sever 
of the wealthier Chinese have declined to 
contribute at all.—A. Chinaman who lately 
won a prize amounting to 20,000 guilders, 
ina lottery at Sourabaya, spent 600 guilders 
of it for an extra train to Butenzorg to 
fetch his bride from there. Ono of the 
local papors calls this a waste of money. 
Wealthy people in Europe often wasto 
money in a similar way.—H.M.S. Juno 
left on the 19th for Shanghai, and tho 
Charybdis for Singapore. 











CANTON. 


The festival of the Dragon boats was 
observed here rather languidly. ‘The so- 
called races were not worth mention this 
year, as only two or threo put in an appear- 
ance on the river here. ‘The reason is not 
far to seek, doubtless ; the late inundation 
caused so much damage and distross that 
the people have little spirit for festivities 
just at present. 

Committees have been appointed, I hear, 
for the purpose of collecting subscriptions 
in aid of the repair of the breaches in the 
river banks. ‘The Viceroy has subscribed 
$5,000, the Provincial ‘Treasurer has put 
his name, down for $2,000, and the mer- 
chants of Canton have come out pretty 
liberally, I believe. 

‘The inundation has recommenced slightly 

‘in, and if we have much of a downpour 
tho low-lying will speedily bo com- 
pletely under water once more. ILis stated 
that the greater portion of Fatshan is flooded 
at the present time, 

16th June. 

It is in contemplation to erect a new 
Chinese Hospital in this port, The enter 
prise has been sanctioned by the Viceroy, 
who has further subscribed $500, and sub- 
scription lists will shortly be sent round to 
the merchants. 

Several piratical junks were secrotly 
moored near the bank of the Western 
Suburb on the 14th instant, with the in- 
tention of making a raid upon the neigh- 
bouring houses, but fortunately they were 
discovered, and some soldiers were sent to 
seizo them, The pirates got scent of this 
intention, however, and cleared off before 
the arrival of the soldiers, 

18th June. 





‘News has arrived here of a sudden and 
remarkable risein the river up at Lin Chow, 
about five days journey from Canton. ‘The 
water rose, it is said, to a height of about 
forty feet. Many hundreds of people were 
drowned and an immenseamountof proy 
was destroyed. ‘The water has since su 
some fifteen feet, but is still very high. 

On Saturday last, the 16th instant, the 
old men’s hospital, situated on the eastern 
side of the city, was attacked by_a. band’ 





city, 
st robbers, ‘The aged immates—whose ia- 
firmities and poverty should have protected 
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them from such calamities—were plundered 
of goods to the value of fifty dollars, with 
Which the bandits made off. One of the 
old almsmen was severely injured by the 
robbers, whose proceedings he ventured to 
Gispute. ‘The affair has been reported to 
the authorities, but nothing more will be 
heard of it in all probability.—Daily Press. 
‘21st June. 











MANILA. 


We find the following ph in the 
Manila Comercio of the 12th June -—“ We 
have seen the extensive works which are 
now being done in the neighbouring district 
of Mandaloyan for the construction of a 
manufactory for sugar refining under the 
auspices of an English Company, and some 
500 workmen are employed on it. The 
aspect of the work has already assumed 
much importance, and a good many people 
of that district are getting their living by it, 
as well as those from St. Juan del Monte, 
Sta, Ana, San Pedro Macati, and others 
who are attracted by the good remuneration 
obtained in return for their labour. We 
have also seen the third load of pieces of 
machinery intended for the said manu- 
factory, which has arrived per steamer 
Victoria from Liverpool, and amongst ther 
thoro were no loss than 22 steam boilers 
—China Mait. 








NAGASAKI. 


The Rising Sun is informed that, in con- 
sequence of the recent interruption in 
freights, ote., owing to the mail steamers 
between Japan ports and Shanghai having 
‘been unable to take such as offered, it is 
the intontion of the China Merchants’ Steam 
Ship Company to put one of thei. vessels 
on this route at an early date, to be followed 
by others, if suficient inducement fers 

¢ Sun would have thought that the 
non-snccess of the P. & O. 8. N. Co. would 
deterred any outsiders from risking 
their money in opposition to the Govern- 
ment of this country, but evidently the 
C.M.S.8. Company have made up their 
minds to make the venture, and think the 
present a good opportunity to secure such 
Eargo as the M.BMLS.8, Co, are unable to 
take.—The Kiushiu Maru has been safely 
floated off from the ledge of rocks on which 
she grounded a short time ago in the 
‘Yanagi-seto, ‘The spot being sheltered from 
the weather, she does not appear to have 
been much injured by her stay there, and 
will probably soon resume her duties.— 
Tho Japanese have just concluded the 





purchaso of the steamers Duna and Candia. | 


—H.B.M.’s ship Sylvia has gone to Corea, 
to contintie the survey of that coast. 

Tho Cosmopolitan Press says a boon has 
been conferred upon the community, by 
the entry of Japan into the Postal Union, 
and tho consequent reduction of rates of 





avo been distributed through the Settle- 
ment.—A fire broke out in a native house 
in Naka-machi on the 15th instant; a mum- 
ber of the occupant’s friends rushing up 
tho stairs to extinguish it, the house 
being an old one, the floor gave way, and 
eight men had their legs and arms broken 

ined other serious injuries. 

‘The Rising Sun says H.B.M.’s corvette 
Juno is expected at Nagasaki daily, from 
‘Hongkong, which port she left on the 16th. 
‘This ‘change in the movement of H.B.BL’s 
ships is due to the fact that the Modeste is 
not yet ready for sea. Tho. troopship 
‘Himalaya leaves England in September, 
with relief-orews for the Andacious, Vigi- 
lant, Fly, Lapwing, and Egeria, although 
it is just possible that the Fly may re- 
turn to England to -be re-commissioned— 
HLL.G.M.’s frigate Elisabethisdue here from 
Kobe.—The steam flour-mill, mentioned in 
te issue as in course of erection, is now 
a and was worked for the first 

With initant. So far as the 
is concémed the mill is satis- 


















pentege to foreign counties. Schedules | allan 
hi 





factory enough, but it seems more than 
probable that the supply of wheat will 
prove quite inadequate to make the venture 
‘a paying business for some long time to 
come. ‘There is very little wheat grown in 
the neighbourhood, and rice flour is only 
used by the Japanese, in any large quantity, 
‘on the occasion of certain holidays, of 
which the New Year is one. 





1090. 2 
There is no general news of outside 


interest from Hiogo. The News says what 
will in all lity be the last Cricket 
‘Match before the hot weather sets in, came 
offon the 9th instant, between tho “First 
Eleven t. the next Twenty-two.” Only one 
innings was played, the Eleven scoring 
131 to their opponents’ 9%6,—Another canoe 
race came off on the 13th, in which there 
were 13 starters, several of whom were 
handicapped at from 30 to 90 sees. Mr. 
Sim, in the Rob Roy, starting at scratch, 
‘camo in first, but as he only started asa 
trial, the prize was taken by Mr. Low, in 
the Wanderer, also starting at scratch. Tt 
is understood that, after all, thero is likely 
to be an International Four-oar race, over 
the Regatta course, and the event is looked 
forward to with much interest. 


YOROMAMA. 
On the night of the 11th June, Yokohama 
was visited by a very severe southerly gale, 
‘The Herald says the wind increased in force 
towards sundown, and apparently was at 

its height shortly after 10 p.m. Ttisrarel 
that, with the exception of typhoons, this 
port is visited by such a severe gale. "The 
wind blew in fierce gusts, which rendered 
locomotion almost impossible, and was 
accompanied by blinding showers of rain. 
‘Thero was comparatively little damage dono 
ashore, but when the gale had reached its 
height and blow in fierce gusts among the 
shipping, H.M. ship Audacious commenced 
to drag her anchor. It was about eight 
o'clock when this was first noticed, and 
immediately the best bower was let go 
and cable veered to it, but this was of no 

avail, as the ship could not bo brought uj 

until she had fouled the Chiri-maru, whic 
steamer was moored about three cablo 
lengths astern. The Aulacious drove 
down upon tho smaller vessel with great 
rapidity, and in colliding, the starboard 
quarter of the Audacious struck the port 
Dow of the Chiri, smashing to pieces the 
be eee ig and staving the first skiff 
and Admiral’s barge. While the vessels 
were in collision, the stern and quarters of 
the frigate also suffered severely, owing to 
the pitching motion of the ships in the 
heavy sea. ‘Tho Chiri on the other hand 
escaped easily, only her upper works on the 
bows being knocked to pieces, her fore-top- 
it mast carried away, and the loss of 











the starboard cable, which, the strain proving 
too much, parted in the hawse-pipe. ‘The 
damage done to both vessels by the accident 
was but a small matter, had there been no 
loss to life or limb; but unfortunately it 
has resulted in the death of Mr. J. E. 
Beatly, carpenter of the Audacious, who, 
while attending to the swinging in of the 
admiral’s galley on the starboard quarter, 
was crushed under the stream anchor, which 
vwas lifted in-board by the plunging’ of the 
frigate's stern during the collision. The 
anchor (large enough to act as best bower 
of a barque of 500 tons) fell upon the un- 
fortunate officer, crushing him against a 
sixty-four-pounder gun. He lingered in 
agony until ten minutes past eleven, when 
he expired, his body being fearfully crushed. 
—Mr. Beatly has left eight members of his 
family, who were dependent on him. He 
wasesteemed by theoflicers of the Audacious. 
‘The funeral took place on the following day, 
with fall military Konours, many civilians 
also ‘being present.—The ‘German: frigate 
Elizabeth left on the 13th, for Nagasaki. 














The preliminary enquiry into the Tak: 
macho affair, on the 4th inst., has been 
concluded, and resulted in four men 
being committed as implicated in tho 
stabbing of the two chmen, As 
their crime exceeds the jurisdiction of 
the commander, the offenders will be sent 
home for trial.According to telegrams in 
the Nichi-nichi Shimbun, His Majesty the 
Mikado does not appear to be in the least 
disconcerted by the circumstances of the 
rebellion. His Majesty remains at, Kioto, 
and on the 12th instant, visited the Exhil 
tion.—The same native paper also contains 
the following extraordi ‘announce; 
ment :—The Navy Department will shortly 
send a balloon with more than 200 casks 
of gas to the scat of war. 
the Gazette reports a cricket match, 

Played on the 7th instant, betmeen the 

lect and the Settlement, ' The weather 
was exceptionally fino, and the band of, 
tho Audacious being’ present, a more 
than usually pleasant afternoon ‘was spent. 
The Flect won by three wickets, the 
total scores of two innings ench ‘side, 
being—Sottlement, 171; and Fleet, 177, 
with three wickets to go down,—As one of 
the incidents of the rebellion, the Gazette 
says it is reported that the 6th company of 
police, when it entered on the first campai; 
BF this war, was seventy-soven strong. In 
three actions it lost 48 men killed, and 22 
wounded, leaving an effective company of 
seven men. 

‘Tho Gazette says the new silk season has 
commenced and 45 native bales have 
been brought to the Settlement, and im- 
mediately purchased at $570 to $80 per 
pleut, ‘Tho, quality fa said to be fair and 

tter than had been expected... ‘The Mai 
Nichi Shinbun_ says :—Notwithstanding 
rumors of the failure of the silk orop in 
Italy and Franco, the market prico is very, 
low in Yokohama, A few days ago somo 
sales were made. Best silk fetched about 
$175, or half as much as it brought last 
year. Tho foreign merchants are deter- 
mined to discourage the natives, and to get 
their silk at the prices they choose to pay. 
‘The manufacture of matches is making great 
progress in Japan. About 10,000 boxes of 
matches aro daily turned out at. the Shin- 
shinchisha company in Honjo, Tokio, where 
about 130 men and women aro empl 
A meeting of the creditors of Mr. Fred. 
Douglass was held on the 15th instant, in 
the Gourt room of the German Consulate, 
Mr. Zappe, H. I. G. M. Consul, presiding. 
Mr, Ferd.’ Knoblauch, Official Adminis- 
trator of the estate, presented his report, 
which showed that the, debts owing by the 
bankrupt, after deducting admitted offsets, 
are $4,510, while tho available assots aro 
something’ under $500, a sum barely 
sufficient to pay the salaries due to tho 
servants of tho late firm and the costs of 
liquidation. Among the claims is one 
brought. forward by Mr. Benson for up- 
wards of $500, on behalf of the Japaneso 
Government, for arrears of ground rent.— 
The steamer Candia (now called the Ama- 
usa Maru) one of the recent new purchases 
of the Japanese Government, struck on a 
rock off Cape Diamond, a promontory about 
nine miles on this side of Cape Tdzu, at 
five minutes past midnight on the 14th- 
15th instant. ‘The weather was very foggy, 
and the steamer rather overran her reckon- 
ing. However, when the shock occurred 
she was going very slowly. She appears 
to have struck the rock above water, as.a 
argo hole was knocked in her forward 
compartment just on the water line. ‘The 
engines were at once reversed, and tho 
steamer was backed clear of the rock with: 
out difficulty, but breaking two bales of 
her propeller. The hole was stopped with 
asail, and after a reasonable delay, to see 
that the water did nct penetrate ‘to the 
other compartments, Captain Dunn made 




















for Yokoska, keeping along the coasts 
and arriving at the doc about 
noon. The Candia’s mails. 


Tokio ‘Mar, 


were transferred to the 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 





640 


Che HC. Herald and S. C. & C. Gasette. Tone 30, 1877. 





—The Herald says that Captain Dunn, who 
‘was in command of the Candia when she 
struck the rock (as above described), has been 
cesheeget from the service of the Mitsu 
Bishi Company. In the absence of any 
roof of culpability on the part of Captain 
inn, his dismissal wears the appearance 
of harshness ; but perhaps the Mitsu Bishi 
Directors, like the first Napoleon, have a 
dislike to “unfortunate men,” and act 
accordingly. For years Captain Dunn has 
navigated this coast with safety and suc- 
cess, and has endeared himself to the 
the ‘public by ais urbanity and kindness of 
disposition ; his removal from the Com- 
aya servco wil be generally regretted 
HV M’'s gun-vessel Thistle has arrived at 
Yokohama from Yokoska, having had her 
‘bottom overhauled, some few sheets of 
copper roplaced, and, cleaned.—‘The steam 
Inunch of FMS. Egeria, when leaving 
tho Greek, ran on a grapnel used in mooring 
the lighters at present engaged in boring 
the rock there, preparatory to dredging the 
bottom. ‘The anchor stove in one of the 
planks near the keel of the launch, which 
Sank immediately; but she was soon 
flonted again ty means of lighters lashed 
on either side.—The competition for 
izes between the members of the Swiss 
Rifle Club came off on tho 16th, and, 
in spite of the steady downpour of rain 
which eommenced before noon and 
till ovening, the shooting was continued. In 
spite of the bad weather the shooting 
‘was very good, especially when the fact is 
taken into consideration that, in the course 
of the afternoon, the smoke accumulated 
between the stand and the targets to such an 
extent that the latter were almost invisible. 
The firing had to be closed at 4.80 instead 
of at 6 p.m. During the day 291 bull’s- 











eyes were made.—Tho Audacious’ Dramatic | AE ZE 


‘lub have given a successful performance 
at tho Gaicty Theatre, under the patronage 
of Sir Harry and Lady Parkes, Admiral 
Ryder, Captain Colomb, and other officers, 
all of whom were present. ‘The pieces played 
were “A Dodge for Dinner,” “To Paris 
and back for £5,” and “Tho Area Belle.” 
‘Notwithstanding dronching rain was falling 
at the time of the performance, there was a 
large audience. The proceeds will be de- 
voted to the benefit of the family of the late 
Mr. Beatly, carpenter of the Audacious, 
who was accidentally killed on board by an 
anchor falling upon him during the re- 
cent gale. 





Peking Gazettes. 








ABSTRACT OF PEEING GAZETTES. 


Juno 8th. a ‘The Prince of Tun, as 
President of the Office of the Imperial 
Genealogical Record, memorializes solicit- 
ing instructions on asubject upon which the 
Prince does not venture to act on his own re- 
sponsibility. The Yi Tich (Tablet of Jade) 
or Genealogical Register of the Imperial 
family, the Prince remarks, of which he and 
his colleagues have now been commanded to 
undertake a revision, is subject to rules 
determined by the precedents of successive 
additions, the principle followed, from the 
period of Chao Tsu Yilan Hwang-ti (the 
‘most remote acknowledged ancestor of the 

ing dynasty), to his Majesty the Em- 
peror Muh I, (Tung Che), bein; 
the assignment of a separate page to eacl 
Sovereign, whose name occupies the central 
station, and from whom the line of descent 
of each of his offspring, denoting the deri- 
vation of each on the mother's side, 
arranged according to the order of seniority 
of birth, is duly set forth. The scions of 
the Imperial line, from his Majesty the 
Emperor down to descendants below the 
twelfth degree, with the sons and daughters 
born to them within [each] period of 
ten years, and the adoptions that have 
taken place, are farther exhibited in 
ytables of columns and cross-columns, 


each line of descent being traced to the 
sovereign with whom it commences. The 
question which is now submitted is the 
method in which the name of “His 
Majesty the Present Emperor, Kwang Si, 


for ten thousand times ten thousand years,” | the 


shall be inserted in the Record, in_connec- 
tion with the members of the Imperial 
lineage bearing [like himself] the distine- 
tive name of Tsai. It is also requested 
that a decision may be pronounced respect- 
ing the place to be assigned in the Register 
to the names of the children of the Prince 
of Ch'un (the Emperor's father), bearing 
the name of Tsai.—For rescript, and ex- 
planatory note, see Gazette of May 18th. 
(@) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kwang memorializes soliciting permis- 
sion fo retire from active service on 
behalf of General Wei Tso-pang, who was 
recently superseded in the post of Com- 
mander-in-chief of the provincial land-forces 
and directed to return to hispost as Brigadier 
of the Yang-kiang command. ‘The officer 
Jn question ia nearly 70 years of age, an 
suffers greatly from an old wound that has 
lately broken out afresh.—Granted by 


rescript. 

June 9th.—(1) A decree conferring 
appointments upon the Hanlin Probationers 
who have now passed their final examina- 
tion. The list occupies upwards of three 

of the Gazette,—something more than 

‘the number of candidates receiving 
rank as members of the Han-lin College ; 
whilst the remainder, constituting the third 
class, are almost equally divided between 
appointments as secretaries to the metro- 
politan Boards and district Magistrateships 
in the provinces. 

(2) A Decree, Let Hit T'ing-kwei $F 


succeed to the post of Prefect of 
Lin-ngan-fu in Yinnan. (N.B.—Hit T'ing- 
kawei is the official whose memorial, pre- 
sented by him as one of the Censors, 
denouncing the irregularities of the lekin 
tax, was published in the Gazette of 18th 
January, 1875.) 

June 10th.—(1) The acting Governor of 
Chekiang memorializes reporting the com- 
pletion of the grain shipments from that 

rrovinee for Tientsin for the current season. 
The total amount of rice of various qualities 
to be supplied by Chekiang is 420,700 
piculs, including an amount of 10,100 
Piculs’ which the regulations require to be 

wurchased at ‘Tientsin with funds supplied 
Kom the province, for issue as ration 
allowance to the boatmen, etc. Of the 
entire amount, the late Governor has 
already reported the despatch of 166,000 
piculs (see Gazette of 24th April); and’ the 
Temainingshipmentshave been as follows :— 
.-piculs 76,600 

» 600 

The above, constituting the second batch 
of shipments, have been followed by a third 
and final batch, as follows :-— 
piculs 52,000 

x» 48,700 
‘The lading and despatch of the last 
easels was completed at Shanghai by the 
Ss 














¢ Governor of Honan memo- 
reporting the sentence and execution 
by ling-cl’e (the “slicing” process) of a 
criminal guilty of the murder of three 
individuals belonging to the same family. 
The criminal, Chang Che-téh by name, 
held certain lands on lease from a pro- 
prietor named Kiang, and the murders, of 
which two daughters-in-law and a grand- 
son of the landlord were the victims, were 
committed in consequence of notice to quit 
having been given to Chang, accompanied 
by abusive used toward him by 
the women of the family, who suspected 
him of theft. He entered the family 
dwelling by night armed with a sword, 
and hacked all the sleepers in succession, 
wounding four persons besides the three 





who died from effects of the injuries 
infieted 





June 1th—(1) A Decree. Let Luh 
Mow-tsung heretofore ranked as a mem- 
ber of the Han-lin College of the Pien 
‘Sin degree, who was presented to-day in 
audience, be employed as a Kien Tao of 

e Han-lin, 


(2) Let Ts'tian K’ing (President of the 
Censorate) and Shén Kwei-fén (Member 
of the Grand Council, an Assistant Grand 
Secretary, a President of the Board of War, 
‘Member of the Yamén of Foreign Affairs, 
ote., ete.) act as Preceptors-in-chief to the 
Han-lin Probationers. 

(8) The Imperial Clan Court memorializes 
soliciting instructions as to the establish- 
ment that shall be allotted to the newly- 
created Imperial noble Tsai Tash, in whose 
case either one of two different scales may 
be applicable.—For rescript seo Gazette of 
22nd ulto. 

(4) Tho Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang provinces, and the Manchu General- 
in-chief of the Nanking garrison, jointly 


"] | memorialize with reference to the case of 


Lieutenant-Colonel of the Bordered White 
Banner, To Lun by name, who was brought 
to trial in 1874 for causing tho death of a 
distant kinsman named Show Luh, . This 
individual had been arraigned before the 
Colonel of the Banner on a: charge of en- 
denvouring to take his pay by fore and ho 
was placed under the custody of his relative 


To Lun. In view of the habitual violence 
of temper and refractoriness displayed by 
Show Luh, To Lun called in the services of 


captain and some other members of the 
force, and agreed with them that heavier 
fetters should be placed upon the prisoner, 
and that he should be confined within a 
wooden cage. On an attempt being made 
to carry this determination into effect, 
Show Luh rashed at his kinsman, 
striking at him with his head and vowing 
that he was ready to die in the effort 
to avenge himself. In a momentary fit 
of anger, To Lun called upon some of 
his men to help him, and they strangled 
the prisoner to death between them with 
ropes. On being brought to trial for this 
act, To Lun was sentenced by the late 
acting Governor-General Lin Kw’én-yih, in 
concert with the Manchu General-in-chiof, 
todeath by strangulation (9s tho penalty 
for homicide in the second degree) ; and 
the persons who had aided and abetted 
him to bastinadoing, according to the pro- 
visions of the statuto in the case of such 
accessories, but with benoit of any 
ensuing Act of Grace, On the sentence 
being laid before the Throno and referred 
to the Board of Punishments, it was 
uashed by the Board on the ground that 
the act could not justly be considered one 
of homicide committed in the discharge 
of a public duty. The offence for 
which ‘tho prisoner was in custody, the 
Board remarked, was not a sorious’ one, 
and the proceeding resorted to by ‘To Lun 
was actual murder, though without pre- 


meditation, $% $Y in gratification of 
the passion of anger and unconnected with 
public considerations. A revision of tho 
sentence was consequently required. The 
proper authorities having beon required to 
take action accordingly, report has now 
been received that, the’ condemned man, 
To Lun, died in prison from the effects of 
illness on the 11th January last. A special 
commission appointed to hold a fresh trial 
of the case has now brought in a sentence, 
in obedience to the ruling of the Board of 
Punishments, in accordance with the statute 
relating to the murder of distant_kinsmen, 
the penalty for which is decapitation ;_ an 
the accessories are sentenced to 100 blows 
apiece. After a further recital of the facts 
of the case, the memorialists submit that 
as the guilty person is dead, no further 
proceedings need be taken in respect of 
his sentence ; and the accessories are shewn 
to be within the scope of the Act of Grace 
passed subsequently to the commission 
Hie cima: Refored by, reseript for the 
consideration of the Board of Punishments, 
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Ofigial Papers. 


MQ. DAVENPORT’S REPOKT ON THE TRADING 
CAPABILITIES OF THE COUNTRY TRAVERSED 
BY THE YUNNAN MISSION. 


‘The Mission started from Hankow on the 
3th November, 1875, on board a large 
Hunan junk, and proceeded by the main 
river (Yangtsze) without stopping at an; 
place of importance until reaching Shashil 
on the 24th November, thus accomplishing 
a distance of 293 miles against the stream in 
tolerably fair weather in twenty days, during 
two of which the junk was wind-bound, 
This pact of the fiver las been so fully 
Aescribed by Captain Blakiston and other 
travellers that I will merely remark that, 
at the time we passed up, the river trafti¢ 
almost entirely ceased after leaving the 
entrance to the Tung-ting Lake; for, 
although we bad seen a large numberof 
junks daily until we reached Yo Chow, yet 
We scarcely met any more until we came to 
an anchor at Shashih. 

The country we passed through being a 
rich alluvial’ plain, the products were 
chiefly agricultural, viz., summer crops of 
rice and cotton, and winter crops of beans, 
wheat, and several other cereals, such as 
rapo, millet and the like, Tt is interesting 
to observe that the system of rotation 
crops here in practice somewhat resembles 
tho four-course shift which has prevailed in 
some parts of England for the last century. 
The course generally followed is, first, 
wheat sown in November and reaped in 
the following April or May, whereupon the 
ground is at once ploughed up and sown 
with the second crop, cotton, which is 
Picked in the months of September, Octo: 

er, and November. The third’ crop, 
beans, is carefully dibbled between the stilt 
standing rows of cotton, and shows well 
above tho ground when the atalio of the 
latter ate finally plucked up by the roots for 
fucl during the winter. ‘The beaus con- 
tinue to yrow till the following spring, 
when, a suulicient number of pods being 
gathered to supply the wants of the nearest 
markets, they are ploughed while yet green 
into the ground, in order to supply manure 
for the fourth and grand crop of the eourse, 
viz., paddy, which is transplanted in May 
and’ reaped in October. 

I may hore remark, parenthetically, that, 
with the exception of some parts of the 
north of China, where a drill is’ used 
exactly like our common English drill, the 
Chinese do serious injury to thoir cereal 
crops by sowing the ‘seed too profusely ; 
while, with regard to the tillage of Hupeh 
province generally, it was” even more 
slovenly and unscientific than the style of 
farming usually to be found in semi- 
tropical or northern China. Along the 
banks of the river, ,and especially on the 
convex shore of thé bends, is to be found 
a valuable produet, viz., beds of reeds 
covering many acres, which are very useful 
combined with mud in supplying the place 
of lath and plaster with more civilised 
nations, 8 also for the thatch of houses, 
materials for curtains, mats, sails, &c., and 
last, but not least, for winter fuel. ‘Phere 
is a larye quantity of cotton exported from 
‘Hupeh to Szechten and Yiinnan provinces, 
but a considerable portion is consumed by 
the villagers themselves, who weave it into 
a coarse cloth of a kind which, so far as 
my experience goes, is worn almost. uni. 
versally by the poople of China; indeed, 
the only place where I can recollect to have 
seen foreign shirtings commonly worn was 
on the Korean frontier. The natives say 
that it is not only more durable, but also 
far warmer, thin foreign shirtings ; and I 
fear at this date that it is well established 
that the idea of clothing the imagi 
riteeming myriads” of China in foreign 
long-cloths is a mere delusion, their con- 
sumption being confined to the ‘well-to-do, 
an extremely limited class in this country. 


























Ie is, I regret to say, generally allowed that 
foreign manufactures cannot supply an 
equal material to that commonly worn by 
the Chinese people at a similar price. 

‘The mulberry tree having grown in this 
part of China from time out of mind, silk 
4s, of course, produced in many parts of the 
province, and sent to the adjacent markets 
for general distribution; this branch 
of pel rig however, did not come under 
our personal observation. We observed 
growing as a winter crop the well-known 

inese sugar-grass, from which is made 
excellent sugar, and whose culm is eaten 
greedily by the natives ; also the tobacco 
plant, of which the leaves are said to be 
Inferior in quality to the Kwan-tung or 
Manchurian tobacco, owing probably to the 
fact that the latter is a summer crop, and 
the only one grown on the ground during 
the whole year, 

Notwithstanding the ingenuity of the 
Chinese in using’ all kinds of nets, for 
which the muddy waters of the Yangtsze are 
eminently suited, the quantity and value 
of the fish taken out of this part of the 
river, though in a high degree adapted to 
afford food and shelter for them, would 
seem to be inappreciable ; and would prob- 
ably be accounted for in the absence of 
fishery laws in China, whereby the ignorant 
fishermen are allowed to ruin rivers and 
the inner waters generally by catching the 
fish wholesale when they come up to the 
shallows to spawn, at a time of the year 
when it is too warm to convey them to 
distant markets, and when they ate scarcely 
fit to eat when caught. Almost the only 
eatable fish, except the perch, is the sam-lie, 
a member ‘of the salmor ich visits 
Hupeh in the spring, and is thence called 
the ‘season fish” by the Chinese. It is 
remarkable that neither this fish nor the 
flounder continue their journey up the river 
much beyond Shashi. 

The population of this part of the pro- 
vince is scanty, the towns being small and 
the villages few and far apart. The cause 
is probably the liability of the country to 
disastrous inundations during the summer 
or autumn, These floods (as distinguished 
from the periodical rise common in tropical 
and somi-tropical regions in consequence of 
the rainy season) are occasioned by the 
irregular excessive rains fallin; ‘imes 
for two seasons in succession, in the 
mountainous regions of western China, and 
then often not occurring again for several 
years. It has frequently been surmised 
by foreigners that the rise of the Yangtsze 
was occasioned by the melting of snow 
during summer, becanse other rivers, such 
as the Mississippi, Euphrates, Ganges, &o., 
are so affected. There are a great many 
reasons why this should not ‘be the case 
with the Yangtsze, of which I will only 
mention one, viz., that although there may 
be a plentiful supply of melting snow in 
Thibet in the summer, yet the channel of 
the Kinsha Kiang is not large enough to 
bring down such an enormous volume of 
water as is required to maintain a four- 
knot current in the Yangtsze, in addition 
to converting the vast basin-shaped plains 
of Hupeh into boundless lakes. 

Shashih is, with the exception of Chun- 
king, the most important mart we passed 
throughout the whole journey, it being 
well Gripen for a trade centre from its 
admirable position. It is a long stragyling, 
dirty, unralled town, built om the left 
bank of the river, and lying below the 
level of high water, in an angle formed by 
the junction or debouchure of a canal, 
which again connects with the River Yang- 
tsze at a place called Sin Tan Kow, about 
thirty miles above Hankow, thereby saving 
the long and interminable journey round 
the bends of the great river, and so forming 
the road between Szechuen and 
Hankow. A branch leading from this canal 
runs through the Tai-peh-hu Lake to Sha- 
yang-chen on the River Han, situated 
about 170 miles above Hankow. As is 



























usual in the neighbourhood of these formid- 


able rivers, the ‘canal does not actually 
communicate with the main stream, but 
terminates within half a mile of it, the 
goods being carried across the embankment 
by mules and coolies. Another branch 
runs to the prefectural city of King-chow- 
fu, about three miles distant. This town 
is surrounded by lofty walls at least five 
miles in circumference, and a ditch, which 
on the northern face, where I saw it, was 
upwards of 200 yards in breadth. | “This 
city withstood all the assaults of the rebels, 
and is one of the very few cities in central 
China which has preserved its heredit 
‘Manchu garrison intact, and thus, after the 
suppression of the rebellion, was enabled 
to supply garrisons for other cities from its 
ranks. In addition to this, there is a 
flourishing Chinese population and a con- 
siderable trade. ‘This city was regarded by 
the early Emperors of the present dynasty 
asa place politically of the first importance, 
while it has always been considered by the 
Chinese as the key to this part-of China. 
At a little more than two miles above 
Shashih, on the opposite or right bank 
of the river, is the mouth of the Tai 
ving Canal, which, running into the 
‘ung-ting Lake, forms the shortest. and 
safest route between Szechuen and Hu- 
nan and Kuang-tung Provinoes ; and thue 
this town communicating with the interior 
in all directions by means of safe sheltered 
canals, forms the natural terminus of the 
Szechuen trading junks, which for the 
most part discharge their cargo hero for 
transhipment in small native craft, though, 
of course, somo junks carry on their cargo 
to Hankow, where they are to be sen 
moored in the River Han. These junks, 
some of them capable of carrying upwards 
of 150 tons of cargo, line the river face of 
the town for nearly two miles, and averi 
from 500 to 600 in number, without in- 
cluding the smaller craft. They are not 
adapted for the trattic further down. tho 
river, as they are so clumsy and high out 
of the water as not to be adapted for sail- 
ing, while the high rate of wages and the 
large crews indespensablo for tho naviga- 
tion of the Szechuen rapids would be simply 
ruinou 
Our stay-at Shashih was too short to 
eaable us to obtain any trustworthy infor- 


uation respecting the large hong, banks, 
guilds, or the trade generally, beyond what 
is already well-known. 

The likin officials kindly gave us a sum- 
mary of the trade, but it was so un- 
conscionably underestimated ‘that I have 
not thought it.worthy of record. Tincloso 
translation of a shor¢ list of the rates levied 
iere, and which took them a whole day to 
draw up. The officials’ generally 
appear very unwilling to communicate 
the rates at which they are supposed 
to collect, or the number of times tho 
tax is levied on the same goods during 
transportation, while such a thing as a 
printed likin tariff was not seen during tho 
whole journey. I learnt from respectable 
Chinese traders that foreign goods were 
taxed seven times between Hankow and 
Chungking, and nine times between Han- 
Kow and Chéng-too-foo, the capital of 
Szechuen. ‘The principal foreign goods 
sold in the Shashih market are Lastings, 
Camlets, Spanish Stripes, Long Ells, Shirt 
ings, Chintz, Indigo and Opium. ‘Tho 
common people of this town have almost 
always been described by foreign visitors 
as being turbulent and troublesome, and 
they did not alter their behaviour on the 
occasion of our visit. We were informed 
by one of the runners sent by the local 
authorities to escort us (when urging us to 
return to our boats instead of visiting the 
town), that the people of this place did not 
submit to the rule of the Chinese autho- 
rities. I subsequently learnt that the place 
was under the control of a robber chiof 
named Hii, who levied black mail to within 
a few miles of Ichang, as was shewn by 

















crosses whitewashed on the front walls of 
the houses, which made known to the world 
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Ghat the property in question was under ; probably far excceds thet of. Tehang, yet it | commence, and below Kweichow-fu thero 
the protection of the ‘Ying-ow,” or must be borne in mind that the latter ports are wild gorges.” 
chief of Shashih. Miuited ina rch country, has also an im-| In these defiles the mountains ore 60 
ict ween Shashih and Ichang, a distance | portant distributing trie, which, in case | precipitous, and maintain the same charac- 
ot rein, the country gradually changed | steamers went no higher, than ‘Shashih, | fer forso many miles inland, on either side, 
See aplaia to a hilly country ; while the | would still remain Touched ; while on | that, although every available inch of land 
from» Fimber of towns and villages be-| the other hand if the Steamers’ torminus | is cultivated, yet nevertheless this 
trake a more flourishing population. In | were at Tchang, "ho Tocal trade of Shashih | of Hoopch and Szechuen will never become 
Per seighbourhood, in addition to the pro- | would equally be ‘arsived at by means of | of importance, so far as regards the 
te rctzendy enumerated, is a well-known } the landing-stage. interests of foreign trade. Here and there 
tea producing region. Se ree nailes beyond Ichang the river |a little coal in the shape of dust is ox- 
‘On the first of ‘December the Mission ' emerges from a chain ‘of defiles continued | tracted from the hills, and is mixed into a 
arived at Ichang, the appearance of which | without intermission ‘for one hundred miles, | cake with earth and water and sent down 
are vvery disappointing, It is situated on | but in order to convey dm ‘adequate idea of | the river forsale. At Ta-ning-hsien, rather 
+ the left bank of the river, ‘and its walls are | the nature of this part of the ‘country, | Jess than 100 miles to the north of Woo- 
about. three miles in _ circumference, | it will be “necessary fo quote from the de- | shan, are some celebrated salt springs. 
tolerably well filled with, for this part 1 | Seription given by the eminent geologist, | K'wei-chow-fu is a pichurosgve city built 
telerably Wrell-o-do population. As com-| Baron F. Von Richthoyen “Eastern | on the side of the hills on the left bank of 
pared’ with Shashih, however, it was | Szechuen ‘may be described as a large trian-| the river. Tt contains sevoral handsome 
Tyidently a place of small commercial im- sularshaped basinsurrounded by mountains, | buildings, and is a clean town, being sup- 
portance, a was testified both by the | some of reich rise above the snow line, | plied with fresh spring water carried over 
Mrietness of the streets and the comparative | and all of Thich are difficult to cross. They | the walls by moans Of hollow bainbon pipes, 
eity of junks in the river. ‘There is, | are made up, it ‘he. main of very ancient | and well deserves the Chinoso title of Key 
Davettyiclesd, nothing in its situation to pre- | formations mostly of ‘Silurian and Devonian | toSzechuen. Unfortunately, the lower part 
never eerension when it becomes thehead | age. The basin is filled with rvedliments of | of the city is too near the high summer level 
vont its CxParnavigation on the Yangtsze. | subsequent origin. Among those ‘of them | of the river, and almost the whole of two 
Sent aeenot the. river was surveyed by| which take part in the formation ‘of the | faces of the wall had recently been destroyed, 
Zhis Pet onant Dawson in 1869, who | surface, two only aro of practical interest, and only rebuilt just before the arrival of 
Sao ricetiis report that the river from | viz., a coal formation of little ‘thickness | our Mission, The hills at the back are 
stated in MTchang was similar in nature to | and an accumulation of red clayey sand. | curiously ornamented by an immense num- 
Hankeviow, though probably subject to {stones and sandy clays of enormous strati- | ber of tombs, which, at a distance, resemble 
that eres; but nothing, he considered, | graphical development. As. these ocks | stunted dagobas. ‘There is not much trade 
Payond what a pilot's experience could keep | predominate largely, iva impart their char-| here, and the inhabitants are popularly 
tpwith; and concluded “that the river | acteristio brick red arrour to. the surface | supposed tolive on the passing junks, whic 
to Tehang is navigable for steamers he river | aevere itis exposed, the term of “Tho Red | are obliged: by. the Custom-houso to stop 
fect draught and powerful steering appa- | Basin ” may not inappropriately be applied | here for inspection. A printed copy of the 
foot artdin tho beginning of April to the |to almost the whole, area, of Batter | Tariff of this Custom-house was published 
rain Soptember, and probably, if native | Szechuen. The summit, lines ‘within the | in the Report of the delegates of tho 
Feport was to be believed, for the winter | basin are nearly: mini with each other, | Chamber of Commerce, in the year 1869. 
months also.” basin ar at connected, represent an un- | We heard on good authority that in conse: 
cnti® fogard to'the desirablencss of open- | dulating plain clevated, throughont its | quence of continual misunderstanding~ 
ing this part of the country to foreign | greatest, portion from ,000 to 4,000 feet | orders had been received at the Custom 
ing tT cn only say that whatever may be | above the level of the fea. | But ‘owing to | house to levy no dues on foreign owned 
tho efit 20 SRuY SY tans the interests of | the fact that the bods of the Yangtszo and | foroign ghee. Tn addition to this, there 
olfot 80 for ot, ie China, there is no | its navigable affluents by which the province | is, of comet, the likin office, which is 
ynsfbte doubt whatever that the establish. | is drained aro situated at 1,500 te 2,500 feet | i le from all towns and villages in 
‘ment of foreigners in Chinese towns tends | below the level of tho plain, and that most this ina. . 
ment of ore fo secure good order and go- | of the rocks composing the Red Basin are Rer passing K'wei-chow-fa, the country 
Yornment, not only in the places themselves, | soft and easily sap etctiblo, the rivers, with | becomes more open, and we gradual 
but in the adjoining district; ‘vile, inthis | all their wide-spread tributaries, down to | entered a cory flourishing, though, as 
tt i tae aceon, Lfeal sure that the popu- | the smallest brooks, have eroded deep Hefore described, still hilly country, the 
partioulny we laegely increase, and, the | channels and converted the entire, basin | prosperity condition of which forcibly 
embankments being properly repaired, the | into a thoroughly hilly country. Besides | reminded one of the province of Kiang Su 
agricultural produets would be more than | the plain of Ch'éng th Fur, Szechuen does | before the Tai-p'ing rebels and the Im 
aeried, and consequently the ability of | mot contain more than narrow patches | perialist soldiers tumed it into a wild- 
{the people to consume foreign goods largely | of level ground, ra these are searco and | emness. From K’wei-chow-fu to Chung king 
A nanented. On the other hand, since the | far between, | Neither the Configuration { may still be seen a district in Central China 
suppression of the i rebellion, | nor ‘the geological structure of ‘Bastorn | where every available inch is literally culti- 
suppressoponed arts which do not happen | Szechuen ae, however, quite so. sim ie as | vated ; winter crops of beans being evon 
there umehated in tea ot-sille districts in| might be inferred from this deseriptio ‘vn’ on the narrow paths dividing the 
to be tion with foreign trade, are utterly | Although a basin did cortainly exist a paddy fields, while barren rocks having 
conneetion cvovor gheir former importance. | during the deposition of the red ‘sand. | Rnything resembling a flat floor are covere 
woe to eoeee alowed by the most antic | stones, and these are, in extensive areas, | a few inches with soil brought from the 
foreign Chinese, one of whom complained, | in a state of undisturbed steatifeation, yee | river below, and grow crops. | Every possi- 
afew years ago, that “the trade in the | the mountainous regions which surround | ble hill is Deautifully covered with tiers of 
a fow Yeorms fallen off very much. The | the Red Basin owe their elevation, in part, | ore ‘and any spring to be found on a 
Taxgor portion of the hongs in, such marts | to subsequent disturbances which have | higher level is brought to them, irrespective 
ReShdn-chow in Hunan, Ch’ang shan in | greatly affected the red Cendstones them: | of distance, for the purpose of irrigation. 
Che-kiang, and Yu shan in Kiangse, have | selves, and have influenced, not only the | ‘The crops of opium, sugar grass, Go., ate 
‘been closed.” Notwithstanding that at configuration of the surface, but also the | so valuable that the natives do not live in 
the present time the trade of Ichang is not } productive power of the provinee. ‘There | villages but in isolated cottages dotted all 
comparable with that of Shashih, I should | are, ‘within the limits of the Red Basin, a | over the country, and not distant more 
submit the desirability of opening Ichang number of lineal elevations, in which the | than 100 yards from each other, which re- 
ay the terminus, with Shashih as a place of | underlying limestone is bent up from a | mind one of the “ cottage in a vineyard and 
gare here stexmers should be permitted | great depth so as to form in cach ease, an lodge in a garden of cucumbers” of ancient 
to take on board or discharge goods and ja jal core, lined on cither side by. highly Judea; though the only depredations to 
Passengers, for the following reasons ;— | inclined, strata, among which ‘here 1% be feared aro those of men, there being 
Te ghashih being situated inalow,marshy | ordinarily noticable, next to the ‘axis, | no wild beasts or game of any kind in this 
country, below the average level of the river, Grible bait of coal formation, followed on | favored part of the province. ‘There being 
Snasemietropicalelimate, wouldbeaveryun- | either side by, strata of ons Aandstones | neither taxes on dogs, nor societies for the 
Healthy place for the residence of Euro-| standing on edge. In the Jouth-eastern | prevention of cruelty’ to animals, each of 
peans. i portion of the basin theso lineal elevations | the cottages is defended by a pack of rather 
3s chief importance isasan eutrep6t for | range in close succession. The Yangtze | mor ‘than hali-starved pariah dogs. Every 
Szechuen goods passing by inland irepers to | breaks through them and exhibits beauti- | day throughout the year there are markets 
‘Hunan, the river Han, 
Jower Yangtsze ports, and for their return | them have a S.W.—] .E. trend. ene that the peasants are always able to dis- 
os, The first-mentioned trade would, | bétween every two ranges is ‘occupied by | pose of their produce and satisfy their 
Sherever the open port might be, remain | horizontal strata. In these, The bel of the | ordinary wants without the necessity of 
vocroreed by the steamer traffic, while the | river is doeply immersed, from the place making long journeys to distant towns, as in 
untouched bY Tower river goods would be | where it emerges from one rocky passage | other counties. ‘The chief products of 
saved at least ten days’ delay by the junks | to that ‘chereit enters the next. Above | this neighbourhood are opium in largo 
Golivering their down and taking their up | Chungking-fu, there are only a few of | quantities, tea, salt, tobacco, yellow silk, 
cargo at Ichang instead of Shashih. these-passages, and they are very short, | hemp, iron, sugar grass, cranges, and other 
HE° Atihousle the local trade of Shashih, | The scenery on the river is there extremely fruits, besides the regular Chinese products, 
fron the’ beng the port of King-chow-fu, | lovely. Below that city the grander charms viz rice, wheat, beans, peas, de, We 





























fankow, and the | fully theix structure. The majority of | oF fairs held at convenient distances, so 
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Zassed several towna on the way, which | revived by the magical touch of foreign |are watched and noted by competent 
Though emall in extent as compared with | intercourse? sons. The depth of wator is not 


the dimensions of Chinese towns on the 
seaboard, yet had all the outward ap- 
yearance of commercial prosperity. Un- 
Fortunately there was no time to land and 
visit them. Everywhere in the neighbour- 
hood of towns and the better class of 
houses inthe country, is tobe seen growing, 
apparently for the combined purposes o} 
crament’ and shade, a handsome, wide- 
spreading tree, somewhat resembling the 
holm oak of Europe. It is called by the 
natives Huang-hua-shoo, or tree. bearing 
yellow blossoms. These orange-colore 
heres aro sold in the druggists shops for 
the purpose of dyeing silks yellow. The 
tree may possibly be a kind of Gardenia. 
It is evidently considered a very important 
tree by the natives, who give the namo to 
every trce of the kind up to Manwyn, where 
this’ name was generally applied by the 
Chinese to the Banyan tree. ‘The houses 
in this neighbourhood are larger, cleaner 
and better kept generally than ‘those in 
ther parts of China, being 40 neatly painted 
and whitewashed as at a distance to remind 
one of Swiss cottages. 

‘At various places along the river banks 
gold washing was being carried on by afew 
wretched beings who could not find else- 
where remunerative employment. The 
soil washed is in a measure comp; 
large pebbly granite, the fine sand being 
untouched, and the digging not going lower 
down into the bed of the river than a few 
inches indepth. So far as I could learn, 
the soil has no rest, having been turned 
over afresh every year for centuries past. 
‘The process of washing is similar to that 
prevailing in other parts of China, viz., 
mixing the soil with water and then rid- 
ling it with a coarse riddle into a long 
sloping wooden tray or trough, below 
which it is collected and washed. After 
this, in order to separate any remaining 
gold from the inclosing mineral sub- 
stance techically known as gangue, tho 
latter is mixed with mercury, which sets 
freo and dissolves the gold, which is after- 
wards recovered by distillation in a sort 
of retort. Mercury is produced near at 
hand, viz. in Kikiang district, in the de- 
partment of Chungking, also at Chang- 
ming-hslen, in the prefecture of Lang gan- 


‘On the 20th December, the Mission 
reached Chungking, having accomplished 
tho journey from Ichang, a distance of 
360 miles, in twenty-eight days. This cit 
and its suburb, Li-min, are alike situate 
on rising ground on the left bank of the 
Yangtsze, being divided by the River Foo 
Chiang, ‘which is said to communicate 
during the high water in the summer with 
Cheng-tu-fu, the capital of the province. 
‘This town has been so often described that 
I shall only say that it quite comes up to 
the descriptions yiven of it, as being the 
emporium of Western China, though the 
people informed us that owing to the exor- 
bitant rates of taxation, a Inrge number of 
the best houses were untenanted, from the 
failure of the hongs which had occupied 
them, while at least half of the junks (which 
extended for miles along the faces of Chun- 
king and Li-min, both in the Yangtsze and 
the River Ho) were laid up for want of em- 
ployment. ‘These utterances I looked upon 
as pardonable exaggerations, excusable in 
oppressed taxpayers, but was surprised to 
hear similar statements from the city 
authorities, although, of course, they 
attributed the falling off of trade to other 
canses. 

Tntheforegoingpages have endeavor 
as briefly ta pomible, in order to wrod 
the tediousness of a’ thrice-told tale, to 
Point ont what a rich country lies between 
‘Kwei-chow-fu and Chung-king, which latter 
city is again the natural outlet not only for 
tho produce of the whole of Szechuen, but 
also of no inconsiderable portion of Yiinnan 
and Kwei-chow provinces, and the question 
arises—Can this now languishing trade be 
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With regard to the river, although owing 
to the protection afforded from the wind by 
its high banks, Szechuen junks proces 
against the stream nearly as fast as junks 
on the lower Yangtsze, yet even in the 
winter, the most favourable season, they 
only ascend the often recurring rapids by 
means of an immense number of men towing 
on the bank, combined with consider- 
able skill, judgment, and nerve, on, the 

j manele secon, bow: 
men in charge of w-sweep, an 
eames, whe by various modulations re- 
gulates the action of: the trackers, often 
three or four hundred distant on 
shore. Ores 2 this great istance, the 
towing line is always dragging in the water 
and. cn the sand or rocks of the bank; 
however, there are always one or two men 
specially told off to lift the rope over pro- 
truding rocks,—when necessary, swimmin, 
into a strong stream for that purpose—anc 
as the rope is made of plaited bark of 
bamboo, it does not break as often as might 
bo expected; nevertheless, now and then it 
does give way, or the junk, owing to the 
misdirected energy of the men at the bow- 
sweep, gets athwart or broadside on to the 
rapids, In either case, the junk is cither 
swept round and round in an eddy, or is 





of | carried down the stream for some hundreds 


of yards before the crew regain the mastery 
of her. 

‘On the return voyage, the boatmen work 
sufficiently hard to maintain a little steerage 
way on the junk, keep well in the middle 
of the stream, fire off innumerable crackers, 
and trust in Buddha. Another source of 
danger is the quantity. of sunken rocks, 
on one of which an official junk contain- 
ing a mandarin who was accompanying 
us, struck and sunk. During the high 
water in the summer, of course, the 
nayigation instead of being simply difi- 
cult, as it was when wo ascended, 
becomesthoroughly dangerous;andalthough 
doubtless the, native ‘counts are terribly 
exaggerated, the losses by wreck are so great, 
and the rates of freight so high as in a large 
measure 10 impede the development of 
trade between Szechuen and the eastern 
provinces. Seeing that the native craft are 
allowed by the Chineso themselves to be 
inadequate for the safe navigation of the 
river and the efficient transportation of 

, it is apparent that if Chung-king 
flow which most of the worst rapids are 
situated) were opened to foreign trade, and 
the dangers of navigation avoided by 
making use of foreign steamers, a very 
considerable trade would inevitably spring 
up. Unfortunately, as I have shown above, 
tho downward bound junks, with not too 
much steerage way on them, float down the 
centre of the current, while one and often 
both sides of the stream are occupied by 
the ascending junks, which again are apt, 
at the most critical times and dangerous 
places, to break loose from all control, and 
swing over the whole river. After ‘care- 
fully watching their performances, at the 
most favorable time of the year, I have 
come to the painful conclusion that in case 
steamers be introduced on the upper 

‘Yangtsze, unless some arrangements could 
‘be made causing junks to moor whenever 
and wherever a steamer was expected, con- 
stant collisions, with great loss of life and 
property, must unavoidably occur. It will 
‘be unnecessary to enter at length on this 
question, but I may briefly mention that 
Iamentable collisions between junks and 
‘steamers occur only too frequently on com- 
paratively rivers, such as the Peiho 
and the lower Yangtsze. 

‘Mr. Dawson states in his report regard- 
ing the practicability of steam navigation, 
“that_the rapids and other difficulties 
above Ichang, as at present known, are so 
numerous as to preclude the possibility of 
steamers of any description navigating this 
part until a thoroughly detailed survey 
is made, and the changes of the river 





a difficulty to be apprehended at any 
time of the year, as the average was 
seldom less than 10 fathoms; velocity 
of current, want of anchoring ground, and 
intricacy of navigation, are the difficulties 
previously alluded to.” 

The Mission left Chung-king on tho 3nd 
of January, 1876, accompanied by the two 
Chinese gunboats which joined us at Ichang, 
there ‘being mo war junks at, that city 
(ie., Chung-king.) We passed through 
much the same kind of country as below 
Chung-king, and in like manner the largo 
proportion of the poppy, or, as it is called 
universally by tho natives in this part of 
China, the opium plant, to the other native 
crops, wasparticularlynoticeable. Tho crops 
here do not generally observo the sumo rules 
of rotation, as everything depends upon the 
water supply. A summer crop of millet 
Tlearnt was succeeded by a winter crop of 
sugar grass, which was followed by a spring 
crop of tobacco. A winter crop of peas, 
beans, &e., generally followed a summer 


crop of paddy. 
many places on isolated hills tho water 
in the paddy ficlds was, I was over and 


over again assured, simply rain water. In 
these situations only one crop of paddy was 
grown yearly, as, of course, 80 onormous a 
supply of water was precarious, rind the 
peasants feared to let it run off for the mere 
sake of growing a winter crop. The land 
tax in this locality, instead of being assessed 
by the acre, as in other parts of China, is 
levied on cach crop, eg., an estimated 
picul (1333 Ibs. av.) of rico pays a duty of 
100 cash, or about fivepence sterling. 

‘After leaving Chung-king thero -was a 
sensible diminution in the number of boats 
on. the river. On the 13th wo passed tho 
walls of old Luchow, situated on a pro- 
cipitous hill overlooking tho river on its 
left bank. We found on entering that, 
with the exception of afew cottages, the 
whole of the ground inside the walls was 
cultivated, there being scarcely any per- 
ceptible traces of a city, and on enqui 
wo learnt that the place had been raze 
to the ground and the inhabitants 
removed to the present city, in accordaneé 
with the mandate of the Emperor Kien- 
lung (A.D. 1736-1796), in order to manifest, 
his indignation at the extreme breach of 
filial piety gommitted by © young woman 
who murdered her husband’s grandmother. 
Fortunately for the inhabitants, the pre- 
sent city of Luchow is very’ favorably 
situated at the embouchure of the river 
Fusing, which communicates with tho 
provincial capital Chéngtu. It must 
evidently have been a place of somo im- 
portance before the immigration, asa fine 

built during the reign of the, Ming 

een built during the reign of the Mi 
Emperor, Hungwu (A-D. 1368-1399, 

‘We found here two fishing punts, aving 
a railing fastened around the stern, 
painted red, and each armed with a 
marvellously rusty old cannon. ‘Tho 
crews were clothed in brand new military 
uniforms, which had evidently been put 
on for the first time. Soveral times 
they placed the burniag strings close 
to the touch-holes of sae guns, with the 
intention of returning the salutes of tho 
Hupeh gunboats, but fortunately their 
courage invariably failed them at the Inst 
moment, and serious accidents were avoided. 
‘These two fishing punts represented tho 
whole of the available naval force on the 
upper Yangtsze between Ichang and Ping- 
shan, a distance of 600 geographical miles. 

On the walls of this eity, the Prefect had 
posted a proclamation stating that he had 
been directed by the Tartar General and 
the Governor-General of the province, to 
enjoin the people to treat foreigners with 
civility. After leaving Luchow, we 
for about 70 miles through a rich and 
populous district, but there was nothing 





specially worthy of remark cxcept that a. 
few miles from, Seu-chow-fu, on: the: left: 
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honk of the river, eoal mines were being 
worked on afar more oxtensivo vale than 
we had yub obscryed, The mines were 
wworkud not os in usually said to be the 
case in Chins, by horizontal, but by de- 
ascending galleries of the dimonsions of about 
4 foot in height to in breadth, The hent 
‘ot the bottom was almost unbeerable. 
The tools were appurently limited to picke, 
ainall waggons, and lamps; the galleries 
‘wore lined at top and side,’ 33 occasion 
Yeumed to regaire, by wooden frames. 
‘Thera vas vory little water at tho bottom, 
‘and they were too high on the hill to be 
Kable to inundation. 

| Sew-chow-fu, commonly known us Shwuy- 
foo, ia seated on the foft bunk of the river 
at the junction of the grest confluent named 
in booksxnd maps Minkiang, but popularly 
Known a3 tho Ching shwuy or Blue River. 
‘Thig river is noarly as brood as the other 
Eonfluent, known on maps 4 the Kin-sha- 
Kiang, und by the wlgsr as the Yiinnan 
tiver. At the time of our visit it waa of 
8 leary bluc color, mcd not wpyareutly 
farizing down anything approaching t0 
Geb & volume of water aa the Kin-sha~ 
Kinng. Ac tho blue: viver mns through 
| Oe aay ae 

tof Kieeting and the plain of Chény-tu, 
‘inv’; the whole of the Yangtsze traffic 
Paiaos up tia confluent. The city itself is 
‘mall, not being three miles in circumfer- 
‘ence, but from its position it is neesssarily 
& busy one, a4 in addition to the Yangtsze 
fraflic, ony’ of the commercial routes to 
‘Yianan frum the north passes through thin 
town. It has evon, what outvide of x few 
provincial eitios is’ a vors rare thing with 
‘this un-literary nation of soi disant liter 
1 hook trade—an unfailing sign iu Ohina 
Of @ very prouperous locality. 

‘The weulth of Szcchucn is in a ve 
gree composed of che plain of Dt 
tu; ind althongh the Mission did not visit 

eaniiot pais by Seu-chow withuut 


large | 


rT 
taking wome notice of it from a letter of 


Baton Richthofen, who visited it ns lately 
fs 1872. Te states:—“Thery aro few 
“regions in China that, if uqual areas are 
“eompared, cai‘ rival with thu plain of 
«Ching-tu-tu, .a8 regaxls wealth and pros- 
serity, dannity of population aud produ 
ive power, fertility of climate, and per- 
‘fection of natural irrivetion ; and there is 
‘probably no other where at the present 
time tefnement and civilisation are vo 
onerally 3 among thy poputstion. 
Ce, Cay ne that the plain of 
“Ohing-tu-fa ia the uxpanse of 
bey Pirocaa init sroniioes ‘The Baron 
ghhiinuten its area et about 2,400 aquare 
Biles, wa ite population nt no less than 
9,000,000 xouls. Tt produces ricu, whoat, 
tabacro, bomp, silk, tea, opium, de, &c. 
On leaving Seu-chow-fa, the appazruneo 
of ‘the howsor, the quavtity of popul- 
Hion, and the style of farming, alike seem 
to fall off; the mumbor of boats wan sadly 
Abminished (the fow wo poared being Ixdon 
with coal}, while nx we approached Ping- 
shan the rivor contracted to about 200 
ards in breadth. I may here mention 
that from Chung-king to Ping-shan, a 
distasice of 240 goorraphical miles, there are 
no formidable rapids, and, so far un L could 
Tear by enquiry of the boatmen and ixom 
yorsonil observation, there is an Uninter- 
Fiptud nm of deep water sufficient for tho 
woquiroments of foroign ateamé 
though the river is still navigable for 
Amall bowa, yet there being « very difficult ; 
rfid 9 few miles furthe on, the con-} 
finnots navigution of the Yangieze for 
Juma practically censon at Ping-shen. This 
oid city is bettor imown in Chineso history 
as Mx-hoo-fou, where it iroquantly figures 
44 a battle ground between the Chinese wad 
the Lolo tribe, which oceupy a Taro 
Gact of conutry’ to the wemrrard stretch- 
ing to the north to tho. foot of the Ta 
sushi mountains, aud to thu neighbour: 
food of Tachow ; to the cist as far a3 Lai- 


} the year was exceedingly damp, ruin falling 





tothe 
fouth, to the southward of the Kin.sha- 


Kiang and within no {reat distance from 


‘Fiinnan-fu ; while to the west their limits 
sronot apparently very clearly determined. 
Sumo members of this Who were, us 
hostages, detained in irons in the mavis- 
trate’s jail, described their country a5 very 
engged and alt of access, amd having } 
mountains euvered with snuw, which pro: | 
bebly accounts for their ‘still’ maintaining 
their independence. In this neighbour- 
hood the country changesita character; the 
hills become more precipitous, and are 
frequently covered at tho tops with trees, 
ight in Svoehuen, whore the 
gencrl distribution and ehenpness of cual 
rendor the growth of wood for Gring 
unnecessary. In tho neightbourliood of the 
whlie roads, cuctud trees, 10 to 12 ft. high, | 
Rirm the hedges. Yn eonseqience of the com- 
parative paucity of eountey people in this 
neighbourhood, the Mission coud not hire | 
a sullicient number of coolies to transport 
‘the baggage for the Iand-jurney, aud we 
thorsfure dropped down the river to Gan- 
un, 
Pi Bofore taking leave of the Yangtsz, T 
anuet remark that men might be seen 
decasionally plying «<léchio-net in thegorges, 
butt thet from Kweichow-fn to Ping-ahan, 
@ distance of 600 milos, we certainly did 
not observe five men fithing, although the ; 
muddy water i9 well aclaptad for netting. | 
The natives told me thac i the winter th } 
fich retired to tho duep watur in the deftles 
below Kweichow-fa, but it is improbable 
that the ordinary Chinese river fish, chi 
Cyprinides arid Pereides, should travel suc) 
enormous distances. During thu timo we 
spunt in Srochitew provines, the weathar 
was constantly fogyy aiid tho sky obscured. 
At Chungeking, the Intendant of Cirenit 
‘and others told bs thut thy city throughout ! 


every two or three days, snd tliat rhoum: 
figm was vory pbevalont ‘he Intendant 
of Luchow said that the sun was not) 
visible for weeks togcthur, and’ thuy «ll 
Considered tnt the climate was very. do- 
pressing. ‘The “natives themselrae, aaa 
gynera rule, lWoked aickly and ‘faver- 
ridden, cspeeially in the hills, where 
thuy sro surrounded by the ataznant 
seator Iying in the oeracod' paddy falda, 

In the time of the Ming dynasty the 
portletion was yorg lange, bat during the 
long wart ab the commencement of the 
present dynasty, the people wore nowuly 
Cxterminatot j wid. ao Jatn ea the Ath ‘year 
of tho Emperor Kangli (A.D.” 1648.) 
state pinper wuntions thet in certain dis- 
tricts the population did not emount, 
even including the district cities, to 
more than one or two lundrod persons 
including old mon and womou; it refers 
to the well-known anxicty of the Eimporor 
on this ground, and aggests that pouple 
xhuuld be brought in érom other provinces. 
At tho prosont timo, although the people 
‘of Szochucn have, by thoir industry «ud 
intelligence, developed the resources of 
tho provinces to an extont marvellous to 
bohuld, yot it is now caffering from 2 
apparent ovcrerowdiny,, a¢ must onturally 
be the case after a pericd of200 yeurs 
of almost unbroken tranquil infor 
tunately, Seechuon is so far removed 
from, tho si-buurd that the natives have 
no opportunity of emigrating to foreign 
countries ; and fur cbyions reasous Chinese 
wall not migrate to other provinocs, unlver 
forcibly remored by the Government, even 
though, 38 in Viinuan, land duly terroosd 
and itnigated is lying of their disposal. 

Tho natives informed ue it was formerly 


ivable for small 


Haag River, which is 7 
we., a8 tarada 


boats bringing down cor, 
small more called Nao-wa-tan. Or bag- 
gage was carried by Szechven covlies, 
whose ordimuny profossed burthena wore 
70 catties, or $34 Ibs. avoirdupois, ber mai, 
The trade no far as Noo-wo-tan was, of 
‘course, toa groat uxtent cached on hy 
water, but, after passing that town and 
eroasing the river on 9 stupension. bridgo, 
we caine upon the mein commercial route 
betivecn Yiinnan and Ser-chow-fu, the mart 
of central Szechnen. ‘This nerthcm comer 
of Yiinnwi resombles Szechucn in ‘its 
auriculeural products and its general con- 
figuration, but after passing Nao-wastan 
the houses become graduslly inferior, ruins 
appar here and thors; the condition of 
the peoplo falls off, the land ix no longér 


| s0 carctully cultivated, and we gradually 


found omaselves on the outskirts of the 
region which badd buen devastated by a 
rebellion Issting for cighteon years, Th 
humble cottage in this noighbourLood, with 
his family, dressed in plain cotton cloth, and 
surrounded by cattle, pigs, fowls, do., livon 
Gnvel-lrwan, a cetiral Minister of State, 
someting Governor of the Lrovino of 
Kinny. 

There were evidences of quite « beiek 
trwle along this route, All day long we 
met porters bringing from Chau-tung-tn, 
the nwarest Ydnnun city, tin in blocks, 
lnzyo quantitios of medieitos, coxl from the 
neighbouring hills, armadillo aad leopard 
skins irom the cities of Koi-hwa und Mong- 
tue on the Annameuo frontivis, white insect 
wax from Chun-t'ung-in, oyitan, white, ved, 
aud blue copper, thng-oll, speltor, ten (inid 
to come from Pu'th, at tho vouth of the 
province), and sugar-candy ; besides com, 
wine, vormice)li, und a quantity of other 
articles, which,” bomg dextinod for home 
‘eunmmption, and bolonging simply to the 
local town and country traffic, J dhall not 
enumerate or comment on. ‘The impuris 
to Yiinnan fom Seu-chow-fa which we aw 
on the way, were blue native cloth, Hupoh 
Catton, and Seechwen salt. At the she 
in the amall towns wo passed. wary to be 
hougt geoy shirtings at Tis. 2-4 a piece (ut 
the exehango of ba. por tael=12s.); long 
ells at ‘Tis. 8.4 par piece ; and forcign thread 
at ‘Tl. 1.4 por catty, or 1p1b. nvoirdupois. 
This part of Yuinnan producos the famous 
nan-mx, #0 highly esteemed by tha Court 
for building puryosos, and by tha wealthy 
for coflins on aceoont of its durability: 
This timber is to be seen in poxfeat con 
dition, after the lapse of noxrly three 
centuries, in the shape of enormous. pillurs 
m the tombe of the Euperors of the Mi 
dynasty, and has usnally been suppos 
by forcigmors to be toak. ‘Tho tree i tall, 
thin, straight growing, hoving no boughs o 
trrige ou the stom, but mudenly shooting 
out brauches at the top; somewhat like o 
canopy over « Maypole." Ita burk ic of 
Peotllar ay" grup Colour, nnd epucisaun 


| of the leaves, gathered by myaclf, xcoom- 


penying thie Report, will prove beyond a) 
ube that it iv not u muanbor of the teak 
fomily, Daring tho Ming dynasty thio 
wood had already become scaroo (having 
probably been everywhere out down and not 
roplanted), und waa brought chiefly from 
almost inacoossible valleys, situutad in the 
malarioua regions inhabited by wild tribes. 
The Imperial Paluoos xt Peking wore, built 
almost entirely of this timber, the Emuperor 
Kia-tsing, in the yoar 1653, making use of 
15,712 logs of tres trunks, ond the Emperor 
Wan-li, 5,600 logs in tho yoar 1597. The 





the boast of Seochuen that it could supply | 
ita inhubitaute with all the necessaries. if | 
not the luxuries of life, but that for the 
Inst fow years the rics harvest hail beau so | 
deficient that it had become absolutely | 
necossary to import it from other provinees. | 
‘They could give wo satisfactory teason for | 
this falling of; which may powibly arise 
from the exhausting nature of the winter 
crops of opium and tobacco. 

On the 4th of February the Mission 
started on the land journey from Gan-pien, 
the psth lying along the right bank of the 


regulation block or log meamurad 82 fect in 
Tength ond 13% feet in circumfurenes, As 
the woud hui to be draggod over aoveral 
imountain pazaos till stream wore rwachud 
affording smy communication with the 
Yangtaze, u large staif of men were attached 
tw wach of tho depots established in this 
region by the Central Governmont, and ot 
each atation wore 100 wood-eutters and 
trromty engineers, whose duty was io 
level ‘the roads and Keep in ovder the 
fromework used for aiding tho dranght 
of tha Umber, These man were wpecially 
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hired from the department of Chen-chow- 
fu in Hunan province. In addition, 
there were twenty stone-masons to remove 
projecting rocks, &c., twenty blacksmiths, 
aod. fifty ropemakers to make rope front 
the bark of the bamboo, while the draught 
was performed by natives impressed for 
the purpose. In the year 1668 the wood 
had become so difficult to obtain, that 
when building the T’ai-ho-tien Hall of the 
Palace at Peking, deal was largely used asa 
substitute. ‘The best known localities in 
Yiinnan for the production of this wood 
are Wn-lu-kou and Yu-chiau-p'ing in the 
Tung-shen district of this (Chau-tung) 
department. At the present time this 
wood is imported to Shanghai in planks 
measuring eight feet long by thirteen or 
fourteen inches in diameter, for which the 
Highest price is 200, dollirs per plank, 
‘Whole coftins range from 100 dollars to 800 
dollars, while small pieces are sold at from 
10 cents to 50 cents per catty. The 
quality is judged of chiefly by the pun- 
gency of the scent. I have dwelt at so 
much length on this wood, of so much value 
in the Chinese market, because I saw to 
any extreme astonishment in the Manwyne 
valley, in the Kakhyen Hills, and again in 
Lower Burmah, in places comparatively 
accessible, trees whose resemblance to the 
nanemw was very striking; while I have 
since learnt from the Chinese official 
enoyclopredia that this tree formerly grow 
in the neighbourhood of ‘Tali-fu and other 
places in the west of the province. 
‘The tallow tree (Stillingia sebifera) 
common in this part of Yiinnan. The 
tallow is detached from the berries 
after being steamed, but it nevor be- 
comes very hard in hot -weather, and 
it is, therefore, usual to coat or line 
candles made of it with hard insect 
wax, White insect wax is also an export 
from this part of the province, being de- 
posited by insects resembling slugs or 
Young snails on the twigs of a tree resem- 
ling the apricot tree. Unfortunately, the 
twig with the insects and wax I eed 
was thrown away by a tidy-minded Chinese, 
and during the whole journey I did not see 
another tree. 'Thiswas the more unfortunate 
‘as the tree generally known or supposed to 
rear these insects is the frasrinus sinensis, 
whereas the tree I saw had no resemblance 
to the ash, Tung-oil is in much request 
all over China, It has three special use: 
0} ‘as an ingredient in a polish or varnish 
which preserves timber, and so is in great 
demand for houses, furniture, junks, and 
boats ; (2) for lamp oil ; (8) for forming, in 
combination with lime, a plaster or chunam 
much used in repairing sinall breaches in 
woodwork, in calking the bottoms and 
sides of junks, and the like. It is sold in 
Shanghai at from Ts, 4 to Tis, 5 per picul, 
ie, 13341b. avoirdupois. This tree is a 
very good complement to the minute system 
of agriculture in practice here, as it will 
‘ow on the sides of precipices and in any 
impracticable corner. Its leaves slightly 
resemble those of the walnut tree, for which 
it has been mistaken by former European 
travellers. ‘The oil comes in considerable 
quantities from the banks of the Kin-sha- 








is 














Kiang. 
On the 17th of February, after fourteen 
days’ travel, the Mission emerged from the 
confused sea of hills, up and down which 
we had been laboriously walking for a fort- 
night, into an undulating plain, or rather 
long valley, covered with winter crops, of 
which the chief was opium, and which were 
far more backward than those we had left 
. behind in Szechuen. .We had got well to 
the southward of the Szechuen fogs, and 
were enjoying a fine, bracing air and con- 
stant sunshine, Amongst the mountains 
we had passed, the winter was only just 
over, as was testified by Iumps of ice still 
remaining at the bottom of the large earthen 
water: vessels. the country was, 
considering its capabilities, well populated, 
but the: people-had- not the well-to-do ap- 
‘of the inhabitants of Szechuen. 

Tho: elevation of: this plain Mr. Baber 














estimated at about 6,000 feet ; curiously 
enough, it was infested with flocks of 
Brahminy ducks, which devoted them- 
selves entirely to feeding on the poppy 
plant, in exclusion of other food (accord- 
ing to the natives’ statement), and were 
remarkably tame, the inhabitants being too 
poor to be able to purchase gunpowder, and 
have already observed that the people of 
these provinces seem to be wanting in the 
usual skill of the Chinese with regard to 
the working of nets. 

The greater part of the plain was under 
cultivation, and the city, although bearing 
many traces of the rebellion, was tolerably 
well filled with a ragged population. It 
was of the usual Chinese shape and appear- 
ance and about three miles in circumference, 
situated on a rising in the centre of the 
valley, and, with its numerous pavilions, 
backed by cloud-capped mountains, looked 
almost picturesque. The Commandant in- 
formed us that he had just suppressed a 
rising at Pi-tsi, in the adjoining province 
of Kweichow. He said that the inhabitants 
rose because the local authorities had acted 
unjustly in a certain place, but that on 
his going there he merely killed some 
people and the place was tranquillised. 
The products of the neighbourhood of 
Chau-tung are eoal, to be found on every 
hill side ; copper,’ from two large mines 
amongst the hills to the westward ; lead, 
said to be brought from a mine in the Lo- 
ping district, on the borders of Kweichow; 
and medicines, of which, being unknown 
to me, I forward herewith specimens, with 
their Chinese names and prices. They are 
all exported to Szechuen, and from thence 
distributed over China.’ The shops con- 
tained a considerable supply of foreign 
goods, supplied wholly from Szechuen, of 
which the more prominent were fore 
cloth (Russian), of three different kinds, 
sold at the a rate of Tis. 40 per 
piece ; two kinds of long ells, at Tis. 10 
Bex pleco; white and grey shirtings, Tis 

.80 per piece ; two kinds of camlets, ‘at 
Tis. 18.90 per’ piece ; imitation camlets, 
Tis. 5 per piece; red flannel at Tis. 18 
per piece ; velvet, per foot 5 mace. A 
‘comparison of these prices with those ruling 
in England will show that, notwithstanding 
the oppressive inland taxation and the ex- 

ensive carriage by land and water from 

lankow, the prices asked here for British 
goods are not prohibitive. Likewise there 
were to be seen in the shops foreign clocks 
and watches, Canton-made watches, Korean 
handkerchiefs, Birmingham buttons, for- 
eign iron ware, Canton brass lamps, with 
glass globes, Canton candlesticks, glass, 
sandalwood, Canton counting-boards, black 
popper, prepared tobacco for water pipes,, 
Corean, Liautung, and foreign ginseng, 
foreign’ gold, silver, and cotton thread’ 
Foreign opium is not imported into Chau- 
tung, there being no demand for it. In 
addition to this, on account of the great 
intervening belt of country inhabited by 
the Lolo tribe, Chau-tung-fu serves as the 
entrepét for the metals extracted from the 
mountains on the left bank of the Kin-sha- 
kiang in the southern part of Szechuen 
Province, in the department of Ning-yuen- 
iu. f 
First in order comes the famous Yinnan 
white copper, called also ‘‘ petung,” which 
is obtained from the neighbourhood of 
Hui-li-chou in this department, and I was 
informed by a Chinese General, who had 
spent many years in aiding to suppress the 
Fubelloa Ia’ this provinss, ani’ cho. was 
himself a native of Szechuen, that the only 
supply in this province came from that city. 
On the other hand, the Ming dynasty 
Encyclopedia places these mines near the 
city of Micn-ning much further to the 
north, and most probably they are to be 
found in the defiles worn down by the 
‘Tien-ma River, which runs past both cities. 
This white copper is in common use in 
nearly every temple and private house in all 
parts of the Empire I have visited, being in 
great ‘request on account of its handsome 
silver-like appearance and its durability 








under usage. It is much used for saucers, 
candlesticks, lamps, locks, tea-pots, small 
hand-stoves, water pipes, &e. Next in im- 
portance are the red and blue copper, which 
also come from the same produetive neigh- 
bourhood ; while, according to the Szechuen 
Topography, an authoritative work, gold in 
the ore is to be found at Yueh-sui-t'ing, 
silver at Hui-lihou, iron at Yen-yuen- 
hsien and three other places, and in the 
department generally lead, green jade, and 
otherprecious stones, silk, musk, China root, 
flint, and a kind of asbestus, from which & 
cloth is made called “ho pu,” or fire cloth, 
which is cleansed by passing through the 
fire, while another variety is used in the 
neighbourhood for the wicks of Inmps. 
‘The price of Yinnan white copper in 
Shanghai is Tls. 50 per picul ; red copper, 
from Tis. 18.50 to Tis. 20; yellow copper, 
Tis. 12.50. 

Besides the above there are at leist two 
large copper imines situated amongst the 
hills to the west of Chau-tung. ‘The lead 
is said to be brought from a mine in the 
district of Loping on the borders of Kwei- 
chow province. 

On leaving Chau-tung the Mission again 
entered the hills, which appeared less fertile 


than those we had hitherto passed, the- 


soil being a very thirsty red marl, through 
which water would soak as through a sieve, 
The country had ben very much harried 
during tho Mahommedan rebellion, the 
town of Lu-tien, a few miles from Chau- 
tung, hav ng been captured and recap- 
tured upwards of ten times, and the in- 
habitants, as is usual under the ciroum- 
stances ‘in China, having for the most part 
disappeared. The state of the remnant 
almost indescribable, A Chinese likin 
official living near the banks of the 
Yangtsze wrote asking for advice to Mr. 
Grosvenor, and stating “ that so great was 
the wretchedness of the neighbourhood that 
the poor lived on husks, with scarcely a 
cloth to wrap around their loins, while 
grown up of sixteen years of 
to clothes whatever to weer. ‘The fields 
remained unploughed, the mines unworked, 
the hills bereft of trées, and the water un- 
applied to irrigation.” ''This condition of 
affairs in out-of-the-way districts. may be 
easily understood, seeing that on the high- 








ways even the women were in rags, and 
occasionally without any trousers. Prior to 
the rebellion, the country was reported 


to have been well wooded, having Chinese 
pines on the hills, and white insect. wax 
trees, pear, walnut, peach, and other fruit 
trees in the valleys. We saw little cultiva- 
tion, except opium ; coal was everywhere 
to be found in the hills, and ‘in the 
neighbourhood is situated the Loma copper 
mine. 

On the evening: of the 25th the Mission 
reached the city of Tungchuen-fu, which 
was small, ruinous, and under-populated. 
Like all’ the .other towns we saw in 
Yiinnan, it was situated in a valley, a 
great part of which was a peat bog, which 
was used for fuel, an uncommon prac- 
tice in China. This town was former! 
a great centre for the mining trade, le: 
being found in its immediate vicinity, 
while, according to Chinese authorities, 
there’ are no less then six copper mines in 
the prefecture, and also zinc onthe Kwei- 
chow border ; there was also aailk trade 
here. From "Tung-chuen-fu to Yinnan-fu 








we observed considerable quantities of . 


opium, sugar, and wheat growing, with 
parcels of salt going both ways. The 
mountains were barren-looking and the 
valleys for the most part uncultivated. At 
a village called for its bleakness Lai-t’ou-po 
Gcald headed ridge), ona hill estimated by 
‘Mr. Baber to be about 8,000 feet above the 
sea level, having a dry marly soil, I ob- 
tained: some specimens of the seeds culti- 
vated at so high an elevation, which are 
forwarded herewith. From the plants 
known as Tsai-tze and Hiu-tsai-tze, winter 
crops, an oil is made, used in cookery; 
giving out an unpleasant odour; as: of 
Sotsilyicg conpen: ° Ton ahaal: what atoge 
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is still opium, followed in May by a crop of 
paddy, watered by themonsoon rains. Owing 
fo the dificulty of transport and the dearth 


of population amongst these mountains, | 


rice is ridiculously cheap, and the natives 
‘said that a man could live there for less than. 
seven cash (a halfpenny) a day. Hitherto 
we have been informed that no cotton was 
now grown in this province, and so far we 
have seen no stalks. 
by the Mission worthy of note was the 
town, orrather tho ruins, of Hsun-tien. 
‘During the Ming dynasty it was a place 
‘of importance, having been surrounded 
With a brick wall during the reign of the 
Emperor Kia-tsing, 1722-67, and made into 
‘the capital of aprefecture. It was formerly 
‘a seat of silk manufacture, and lead and 
copper mines are said to exist in the dis- 
trict, which likewise contains a black 
variety of the Lolo people, no specimen of 
whom, however, was seen by ission. 
On the 6th of March the mn reached 
the city of Yiinnan-fu, which is situated at 
the head of a plain’ in a great measure 
eeupied by the Yiinnan lake, ‘The town 
is of great antiquity, Chinese history re- 
cording that a director of public education 
was appointed here Ca 4 the reign of the 
Emperor Chang-ti a.p. 76-89. At the pre- 
sent-day the atmosphere is not literary, the 
officials stating that the people were so un- 
lettered that they were unable to obtain 
fersons sufficiently educated to act as clerks 
in the Government offices. The city is 
upwards of three miles in circumference, 
‘and has six gates. Its southern facois well 
Populated, but the northern half is chiefly 
‘composed of cultivated fields, a fine parade- 
ound, and a large swamp, Formerly 
there was a very extensive, populous 
suburb, extending for three miles outside 
the south gate, but it was wholly destroyed 
during the rebellion, and is only being 
slowly and in part rebuilt. The immense 
number of tombs covering the high ground 
in all directions for miles around the walls 
‘support the testimony of the inhabitants 
that it was formerly a populous and busy 
contre of commerce, At tho present time, 
the Salt Commissioner told us (salt here, 
‘as clsewhere in China, being a Govern- 
ment monopoly) that nine-tenths of the 
inhabitants had “yun awa] mandarinic 
euphemism for ‘‘died,” during the Moham-. 
medan rebellion and subsequent plague ; and 
that, consequently, there was no popula- 
tion to consume his salt. Nevertheless, 
the main streets were lined with shops and 
purchasers, including members, chiefly 
female, of tho Lolo tribes ; while a con- 
siderable traftie was going on along thé 
stone-paved roads leading to Chau-tung-fu, 
Kuei-yang-fu, and Ta-li-fu. ops 
were fo be seen Russian broad-cloth at 3m. 
Ge, todm. per foot (at the exchange of 
5s. per tacl=Is, 74d. to 2s.) Camlets were 
1m, 2. per foot; Dutel 
por foot ; shirtings 2 Tis. 2m, to2Tls, 4 m. 
per picce ; chintz, Tis. 2 por piece ; long 
Ells, ‘Fls. 10 per piece ; cotton, is. 20 and 
‘upwards per picul, the retail price being 3 
mace a catty; it comes entirely from 
Burmah, as the Hupeh cotton could not 
be laid down at so low a_ price. 
Shanghai cotton averages ls. 11 per 
picul. Black pepper was sold at 18 t. 5 m. 
per picul. Tho price of rice averaged 9 
‘maco, or 4s. @8. picul, and other grain at 
2 proportionate rate.’ ‘The high price, of 
course, only exists in the large cities. 
remote valleys it has scarcely any money 
value. Opium was sold in cakes weighing 
100 Liang or 6 4-10 catties weight, for Ts. 
























13 to 14, Old opium of the same weight, | 


from Tis. 17 to 18. There was also a 
variety of other foreign goods similar to 
those already mentioned as having been 
met with at Chau-tung-fu. 

"Aé to native goods, there are, excluding 
the ordinary articles’ supplied by Chinese 
towns for focal consumption, no less than 
thirty-cight-kinds of medicine exported 
from this city, being brought down from 
the neighbouring mountains by the Lolos. 
The only one ised was China root, 


The only place passed | 


hy 


| which this province mainly supplies to | 
‘the rest of the Empire; it resembles | 
j sarsaparilla, and is a favourite with the | 

Chinese faculty. It is also used by 
| Chinese dyers, previous to the application 
}of any colour, for the purpose of pre- 

paring the cloth for the reception of blue | 
1 oye. 


! Before the rebellion, the city com- 
municated with the Yéinnan lake (Tien-chi) 
; Said to be 70 miles long by 20 miles in ; 
| breadth ; at present, the canal stops about 
half a mile from the S.E. corner of the 
wall. The lotus grows in profusion at the ; 
sides of the lake, which is said to contain i 
seventeen kinds of fish ; which, judging from ' 
mens we saw in the market, are | 
! ‘eyprinides. ‘The northern part of the 
[ake is surrounded by a swamp, while the | 
| valley above, facing the west side of the city, | 
| through neglect and want of cultivation, 
has become a noisome marsh. The wind 
blew chiefly from this direction during our 
stay, and the people and especially the 
nowly-arrived officials, complained bitterly 
of the climate, as causing ague, ophthalmia, 
&c. Since the suppression of the rebellion, 
this city and Tali-fu have been cursed with 
a disease resembling the plague. It is 
endemic, sometimes attacking one side of 
a-street only. It first kills the cats, rats, 
mules and other animals, and finally, if 
they have not profited by the warning, the 
human occupants. ‘The patientis left alone 
in a room with a jar of water ina state of 
stupor, his relatives rousing him once a day 
by poking him with the end of a long pole 
through the window. It is called the symp- 
tom disease in consequence of the critical 
enlargments of the lymphatic glands at the 
armpits. The. people say that this and | 
other similar discases have occasioned 
as great a loss of life as the civil war itself. | 
Two copper mines in this neighbourhood, | 
one named Yuen-pau, 15 miles to thenorth- | 
west of Yeh-men-hsien, and the othor called : 
Ta-mei, 10 miles to the north of Lo-tsi 
hsien, are mentioned in a Chinese work | 
translated by M, Garnier, of the French 
| Mekong Expedition. i 
|_ This city is the entrep6t of the famous | 
| Pu-ith tea, which is grown in large quan- | 
| tities in that department on a range of hills 
called Kwang-shan (barren mountains.) 
| The best qualities are in much request at 
! Peking, but do not. find their way to 
{foreign markets, while the province 
| generally is supplied with the inferior | 
| aualities, which are sold in little cakes } 
somewhat similar to opium, and which, so 






























official informed me that ‘they were 
muite widely diffused through the provinces 
of Scechuen, Kweichow, Kuangsi, and 
Yiinnan ; that they lived chiefly amongst 
the most inaccessible mountains, bringing 
down firewood and medicines to barter for 
salt. They cultivated the ground, growing 
rice and the various Chinese cereals, 
vegetables, &e. ‘The women were in excess 
of the males as to number, and worked 
very hard, even carrying ‘travellers. on 
amountain chairs, and attending the markets 
in the neighbouring cities. ‘Their homes 
were never nearer than 8 to 10 miles dis- 
tance from the highways, as they preferred 
the secluded valleys amongst the higher 
mountains. Some amongst them were 
ble to understand the Chinese language. 
They had chiefs of their own selection, but 
no hereditary officials receiving their com- 
missions from the Chinese Government.” 
‘The Mission left Yiinnan-fu on the 26th 
of March, and the same day arrived at the 
district city of Gan-ning-chow, a broken 
down, small town, havingscareely any houses 
standing, and a limited Tagged. population. 
Itis situated ina valley, and being formerly 
of importance on account of the salt wells in 
its vicinity, it was provided with a wall 
during the’ reign of the Ming Emperor 
Hung-wu (1368—99.) On the 28th tho 
‘Mission reached the district city of Lu-fung, 
situated as usual, ina valley. It first be- 
came of importance in the reign of the 
Emperor Kublai Khan, at the end of the 
thirteenth century, but it is now in ruins, 
having very few inhabitants. ‘The count 
passed through was quite waste ; the hi 
were covered with long grass, sprinkled with 
shrub fir, with Chinese pines growing in 
favoured localities. ‘There were no traces 
of either sheep or cattle on these hills, and 
no cultivation except at the bottoms of the 
valleys. We passed aconsiderable quantity 
of salt coming from Wucting-fa, bound for 
the provincial capital, together with, in 
smaller quantities, josticks,, sugar grass, 
figs, potash, and ‘rhubarb, ‘brought from 
the Burmese frontiers by members of the 
Shan tribes. At Kien-chow, in the sub- 
department of Wu-ting, are two salt wells, 
and in this neighbourhood the eamphor 
tree formerly grow. On leaving this town 
we passed over a many-arched, handsome 
tone bridge, resembling Lu-ko-chiau, near 
king. {terossos an aftluent of the Sang- 
river, On the 3ist the Mission reached 
Kuang-t'ang-hsien, built in the reign of the 
Emperor Hung-wu, of the Ming dynasty, 
uated in a valley, and more populous 





















| faras our experience went, was more oriess | than most of the places we had lately 


 mouldy. i 

‘Kwang-se-chow, a district city about 100 
miles to the eastward of Yiinnan-fu, also 
| produces teas in considerable quantities, | 
| _ The following report was made by Mr. ! 
| J. M. Ringer, of Hankow, a tea-taster of | 





camlets 2m. | delicate discrimination, upon a sample of | although no deficiency of water. 


| the higher class Pu-érh tea brought down 
| from Chungking by the delegates of the | 
| Shanghai Chamber of Comameree in 1869 :— | 
| The muster of Pa-érh tea is sun dried, 
| and of a very choice and delicate character. 
| The leaf was very young when picked, and | 
in the picking the ends of the shoots, ‘with | 
| the young leaves ly open, have been 
| taken. It is full ‘ot pekoe, wa the silvery- | 
jTooking down ou the indemide, of the 
young leaves ; it is of a green tea class, and 
hot Oolong, as these fine teas generally are. | 








Its delicate character, and high cost (rather | 
more than 100 taels per pieul) (38. 9d. p 
markets.” | 





1b, av] quite unfits it for forei 
‘he Lolo tribe occasion much trouble in 
this part, one official telling us that | 
«during his short stay in the province they | 
‘nad cut off the heads of no less than | 
{ three district magistrates, that they could ; 
not understanc e eof fe for; 
| derstand the doctrine of life f 
life, that, like the lower animals, they | 
‘were unable to form a mental ion | 
jof death, and only began to object to! 
lose their lives after they were already | 
decapitated. ‘Their women were as strong | 
‘ag the men, and accompanied them on | 
their raids, armed with clubs.” Another 


passed through. ‘The valley was well filled 
‘with cottages, but a great proportion of the 
paddy land was not broken up. ‘The country 
traversed was, as usual, mountainous. The 
northern sides were often well wooded with 
pines, &c., but there was little cultivation, 

We ob- 
served little passing traffic except Burmese 
cotton. 

On Ist April the Mission reached Chu- 
hsiung-fu, a walled city built in the reign of 
the Ming Emperor, Hung-wu, and a little 
more than two miles in circumference. The 
general aspect of the country passed through 
{as beautiful and impressing, while the 
houses were of a better description, having 
tiled roofs, &e. A considerable part of the 
paddy land was still not broken up, but 
there were fine winter crops of white poppy, 
wheat, peas, beans, &c. ‘This was the 
first place where we observed oak shrub on 
the hills, which, though common enough 
fn northern China and Manchuria, is rare 
here, as well as any other shrub capable of 
affording food for game in the winter. This 
city formerly. contained a comparatively 

e and wealthy population, who lived on 
the salt trade, there being fine wells in the 
neighbourhood. Also silver mines were 
‘once worked here. A Chinese official in- 
formed me that gold was found here also, 
put I could not obtain any confirmation of 
the statement. The ia men- 
tions that iron and lead are found here, 
also “ sounding stone,” which may possibly 
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be the material which furnished the ancient 
Chinese Emperors with musical instruments. 

‘The Chinese work published by M. Gar- 
nier refers to four copper mines in this de- 
partment, one distant 100 miles to the 
Horth-east of the district city of Nan-gan, 
another eighty miles to the south-west, a 


third seventy miles to the south-west, and | 


afourth forty miles to the southward of 
the district city of Ting-yuen. Also four 
silver and one iron mines in the Nan-gan 
district. ‘The people of this town appeared 
to be comparatively well-to-do, and asa 
natural consequence there were beggars, the 
inevitable accompaniment of wealth, in the 
streets. Many of these wretches were 
‘affected with leprosy, which, as is well 
known, is now preval 


in. consequence of continuous exposure to | 


rain and damp, in conjunction with want 
of proper food, clothing, lodging, and clean- 
Tiness. ‘The only outward symptoms I ob- 
served were the ulceration and falling off 
of the toes and fingers. I saw neither 
tubercles on the face nor ulcerations on any 
‘other part of the body. Owing, probably, 
to long habituation on the of the 
wretched survivors of the civil war, these 
Tepers were not shunned, as is the case at 
Canton. While on this’ subject I may re- 
mark that since first reaching the gorges 
in Hupeh and eastern Szechuen, I never 
observed a single case of elephantiasis, so 
common both with men and women in the 
Yangtsze plain, On the other hand goitre 
is regularly spread all over or nearly 
over the country from the Yangtsze to 
‘Momein, apparently irrespective of the 
heights of the valleys above the sea level. 
It attacked people of all ages, from little 
children of two or three years old to men 
of fifty, and was universally attributed to 
the mountain water combined with the 
mountain wind [mountain Fung with 
mountain Shy.) 

‘On the 3rd of April the Mission reached 
Chén-nan-hsion, a small district city, near 
which we met a caravan of upwards of 100 
rules capying Burmese cotton, to Yan- 
nan-fu. ‘This part of the province is better 
cultivated and more populous than the 
neighbourhood of Yunnan-fu, in  con- 
sequence of the civil war taking a different 
direction. The cultivators of the soil were 
chiefly Szechuon men, disbanded braves 
(even in the towns the greater part of 
the population were said to be men from 
Szechuen and Hunan), the, original pro- 
prietors having “run away.” 

‘The Chinese, being well accustomed to 
the estermination of peasants by various 
causes, have enacted laws to the effect that 
uncultivated lands in any of the provinces 
may be taken possession of either by 
natives of the province or strangers who 
must then send in an application to the 
district magistrate, deseribing the bounda- 
ries. ‘Thereupon, the magistrate is re- 
quired to survey the Innd, and make known 
the application by a public proclamation. 
If, after a delay of five months, no original 
ones comes forvard to claim his property, 
sealed title deeds will be issued to the 
new comer, in exchange for his recogni- 
zanees, and he holds the land subject to 
no other burthens than the payment of 
Jand-lax and personal service ; the latter of 
no arduous nature, nor of long duration. 
In cases of extreme poverty, seed is issued 
fat the magistracy to be repaid after the 
harvest, and when two applications are 
made for the same lot of ground, it is 
gixen to the first candidate. 

‘On the 10th we reached the district city 
ofChau-chow. ‘The country passed through 








was, as usual, mountainous, but at least 
two of the valleys were large enough to 
deserves the name of plains. Th 


al only partly cultivated, 
‘There was no_traffi 


were a usu: 

owing opium, 
er the: road caravan_of Bur- 
mese cotton from Sze-mao or Esmok to 
TTali-fu, in company with which was a 
amule-load of tea from the same quarter, 
‘and a caravan of cotton from Tali-fu to 





it in this province, | and Nan-muh trees. 





| Yannan-fu. On the side of a 


‘argest collection of cattle we had seen on 
| the jouney. The China water-buffalo is 
| the same animal as the ordinary buffalo of 
[India and Southern Europe.” Its price 
| varies, of course, with its size, but I believe 
Tis. 3, or 15s., a fair average price, being 
| about’ one-fifth of the price on the sea- 
! board. ‘The people about here seemed poor 
| beyond description, and almost clothesless. 
| About 50 miles to’ the northward of this 
{eity are the famous salt wells, known as 
i Pat-yen-ching [white salt wells.] In the 
| neighbourhood of the adjacent district city 
| of Fau-chow, silver and gold were formerly 
obtained. On the hills grew the Tung oil 


‘On the 11th instant we reached Talifu, 
after crossing a stream conveying the sur- 
plus waters of the Tali lake, called Erh-hai, 
fo the Lan-tsan, or Mékong, or Camboj 
river. By. the side of this ‘stream, just 
below its issue from the lake, ‘the 
lower-defence (Hsia-kwan) of Tali. It is 
protected in front and flank by the stream 
and lake, and in the rear by the Tali range 
of mountains, which are abruptly divided 
by the river." At this spot, a Chinese mili- 
tary officer of high rank, who was an actor, 
informed me ee of 3,000 old 
men, women, and children were drowned, 
after surrendering themselves (hsiang) to 
the Chinese Imperial army, on the surrender 
of the city by the insurgents, who called 


all! themselves Mahomedans, but who, ap- 


parently, have no great pretensions to that 
name, their doctrine being dissimilar, and 
their hodies uncircumcised. ‘The reason of 
the noyade, this officer informed me, was 
that so large a number had been already 
slaughtered that they feared to create a 
pestilence, from inability to bury such an 
enormous number of bodies. As a matter 
of fact, plague has been endemic in Talifu 
from that time until now. On the sur- 
render of the city, the peasant chief, called 
by foreigners the Sultan, after swallowing 
poison, visited the Chinese general, Yang 
| Yi-ko, requesting him to shew mercy to 
the people. The Sultan did not himself 
jcapture Talifu, but, being very popular, 
| the people rose, exterminated their authori- 
| ties and handed over the city to him. ‘The 
{same officer informed me that there were 
| formerly 40,000 Mahommedan families in 
‘Talifu and the neighbourhood, while now 
there were not two or three souls yet alive. 
‘The drowning statement was coniirmed by 
the chief civil official ; but he, on the other 
hand, so far from exulting, was somewhat 
ashamed of the occurrence, and complained 
of the paucity of inhabitants. ‘The valley of 
Talifu is bounded on the west by a high range 
of hills, having snow on the summits for 
an average of ‘eight months out of twelve, 
and on the east by the Erh-hai, which is 
about 30 miles in length, and irregular in 
breadth, averaging probably from four to 
eight miles ; and which is bounded on its 
eastern sie by what appear in the distance 
to be steep mountains. At the base of the 
mountains on the western side, at an 
average distance of from three to five 
miles from the lake, the land slopes with 
a. gentle declivity down to the water's 
edge, while the high mountains above 
afford a perennial supply of running water, 
thus furnishing through “an extensive 
district a Chinaman’s paradise, viz, self 
irrigating paddy fields. Owing to this 
position, the city is liable to sudden floods, 
which according to Chinese records have 
oceasionally done great damage to the city 
"aut miles rom the | @ 
Eight miles from the lower pass (Hsia- 
knuan) and at about twice that distance from 
the higher pass (Shang-kwan) [according 
to Chinese authority Shang-kwan is twenty 








traffic | miles to the north of the city and its wall 


some mile and a quarter in circumference] 
which we did not visit, and at an almost 
equal distance between the foot of the 
‘mountains and the lake, stand the remains 
of Ta-lifu, a city which from its superb 








‘we saw | position has been of importance (according 
sein han 50 waler-buffaloes feeding, the | to . {econ 


to Chinese records) since the Christian Era, 
Like most Chinese cities, it is square and 
about four miles in circumference. It 
formerly possessed extensive suburbs, and 
we were repeatedly informed that, before 
the rebellion, theeight miles from Hsia-kwan 
were one interrupted strect, though the 
present condition of the ground hardly 
corroborates this statement. The eastern 
or lower side of the city is almost wholly laid 
out in irrigated fields and garlens, having a 
fine winter crop of opiwm, garden produce, 
and also tobacco, which is largely grown all 
over this neighbourhood. The western half, 
though somewhat ruinous, is tolerably well 
filled with a ragged population, and is, the 
officials said, the seat of the plague ; a3 
a preventative against which the people 
partake freely of the snow carried down from 
the mountains for sale. There were a few 
clothiers’, saddlers’, and druggists’ shops in 
the city, but none of any importance. I 
failed to obtain a reliable list of prices of 
foreign goods, but I ascertained that they 
were brought here both from Yiinnanfoo 
and Bhamo ; in fact this city is at present 
the terminus of the foreign cotton goods 
trade, vil Bhamo. We were fortunate 
enough to arrive while the famous yearly 
fair was going on, which was years ago at- 
tended by Lamas from Thibet, aborigines 
from Wei-si, Burmese, Cochin Chinese, 
and in short ‘people from all the adjacent 
countries, and from eleven out of eighteen 
of the Chinese provinces. ‘They brought 
Burmese goods, such as jade and other 
precious stones, pearls, musk, deer horns, 
and the like, in exchange for raw and manui- 
factured silk, satin, and copper and other 
metals. When we visited the fair, the only 
strangers present wore people called Ku- 
tung from Wei-si and Bathang. They were 
larger of limb and more strongly built than 
the Chineso, and also more dirty. Their 
hair was curly, though otherwise they re- 
sembled the Chinese in countenance, color, 
and form. They brought down medicine and 
home-made cloth for sale, (sample of which 
is forwarded herewith), taking back salt in 
exchange. The only foreign goods we saw 














Jin the fair were Turkey reds, said to be 


brought from the Yangtze and from Canton, 
and some gauze said to come from Burmah ; 
‘as also some wax matches of European 
manufacture, ‘There was a very large 
supply of local medicines, samples of which 
T forward herewith, and’also a large quan- 
tity of native made cotton cloth, The 
rhubarb was said to be found in the neigh 
bourhood of Likiang, far in the north of 
the province. The rest of the goods were 
merely the ordinary articles of Chinese 
domestic consumption. In fact the autho- 
rities stated that, owing to the disturbed 
state of the country, the fair was nominal, 
the people simply taking the goods out of 
their shops and exhibiting them in stalls 
outside the west gate. The fish from the 
lake were carp, roach, and others of the 
same family. A few leopard skins were 
brought down from the adjacent hills. In 
former times this locality produced rhubarb 
‘and 116 other kinds of medicines, mulberry 
and nan-muh trees ; while the poppy is 
probably indigenous, being _ mentioned 
amongst the flora in the provincial ency- 
clopedia of the Ming dynasty. The 
manufactures were paper, pencils, ink, 
matting, felt, cloth dyed red, rouge, white 
Jead, varnished ware, black ‘silk handker- 
chiefs, deerskin boots, &c. The metals 
‘were the well-known Ta-li-fu marble, and 
copper and iron from a place called Pe- 
shing, to the northward ; which also pro- 
duced silk, raw and manufactured, was, 
hemp, musk and camphor. Still further 
distant were gold and silver mines, while 
salt was produced near the disisict city of 
Lang-ch’ing. The Chinese work, published 
by Mr. Garnier, above referred to, states 
that there are’ two copper mines in the 
neighbourhood of Yun-lung-chow in this 
department. Formerly Ta-li-fu appears to 
have been by far the most populous part 
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of the province. Before the abolition of 
the poll-tax the Prefecture was assessed 
at 268,75 tax payers, being five times the 
estimate for Yunnan-fu, viz., 56,240. Tsu- 
hsiung-fu was rated at 72,041, ‘and Yung- 
chang at 43,661. 

On the 15th, the Mission left Ta-li-fu and 

assed through a mountainous country, 

reand there covered with pine trees. In 
some of the valleys grew finerows of hand- 
some walnut trees, the country having 
been apparently to a large extent garden 
and orchard land. ‘The hedges were com- 
sed of cactus, white and red roses, 

Roneysuckle, hawthorn, gigantic stinging 
nettles, Ge, We met large caravans of 
cotton, and also some copper coming from 
the district city of Yung-p ing. 

On the 25th, after a steep descent, we 
crossed the Lantsan river on a suspension 
bridge, named Tsi-hung chiaou, or Rainbow 
bridge. Like the one at Nanwatan, this 
bridge is composed of a roadway of planks 
aid across large iron chains passing over 
stone piers and fastened to the rocks 
behind. ‘The bridge was provided with 
stays, and, although the span was 180 feet, 
the ‘oscillation was unimportant even 
when riding over it on a mule. In ancient 
days a suspension bridge was made of 
bamboo ropes (such as are common 
on the smaller streams, where the trafic 
being limited to human passengers, they are 
quite serviceable), which was constantly 
out of repair, owing to the immense span 
and the wear and strain caused by the 
boasts of burden. Inthe time of the Ming 
Aynasty, iron stanchions were fastened into 

e rocks on either side, and a rope was 
stretched aross the river, to which a ferry 
boat was attached. ‘The rapidity of the 
current capsized the boat so often, and so 
many lives were lost, that a wooden bridge 
was in some ingenious manner thrown 
across the river, This was ere long burnt 
down, whereupon in the year 1502 an iron 
‘suspension bridge was built. 

» On the 26th, the Mission reached the Pre- 
fectural city of Yung-chang-fu, once the 
commercial rival of Talifu, and now in even 
a still more buttered condition. This city, 
situated in a plain about three miles in 
breadth and said to be 18 miles in length, 
is built at the base of a range of mountains 
called T'si-pau-shan, It is-a very old city, 
having been furnished with a niud wall in 
the year A.D. 744, At the end of the four- 
teenth century, it was surrounded by the 

esent brick wall, enclosing a hill which 
formerly commanded thetown. It is about 
four miles in circumference, being upwards 
of amile in length by three quarters of amile 
in breadth. Like other Yunnan towns, there 
areno suburbs standing. ‘The plain was only 
partly cultivated, but well irrigated, one vast 
Feservoir being about 200 yards broad by 400 
iyards in length. ‘There was scarcely any 
trade going on here, a few shirtings and a 
little Russian cloth found their way from 

Yiinnanin, but the great trade of the place 
‘was in opium, Formerly the city carried 
onalarge trade in indigo, paper, wax, glue, 
cotton cloth, tung oil, mannfactured silk, 
bamboo cloth, articles made of deerskin, 
chessmen (sent all over the Empire), and 

ruuze manufactured by white barbavians, 
hans?) ‘The naulberry” and nan-nub 
trees grew in the department, and some 
excellent tea was grown in the adjacent 

‘Méng-tung mountains. Mr. _Garnier’s 
‘work refers toa silver mine in the district 
of Yung p'ing in this department. 

On the 30th, the Mission crossed the 
Nukinng, or Salwein, on a_ suspension 
bridge of two spans,’ about 500 feet in 
Tength, the iron chains being attached to a 
stone pier built on the shelving bed of the 
river, at the edge of a deep water channel. 
The span over the deep bed was about 270 
feet in lenigth, and the one over the bed 
exposed during the dry season, was about 
230 fect. in length. ‘This bridge was built 
in the time of the present dynasty ; under 
the Ming rule, passengers crossed in aferry 
boat capable of holding one hundred per- 
sons. It is a deep, rapid, turbid stream, 
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bringing down, like the Lantsan, an enor- 
mous volume of water, even in the dry 
season. Yiinnan is notorious amongst the 
Chinese for its pestilential climate, and this 
particular spot has for several centuries 
attained such a bad character as to be 
regarded as impassable during the hot 
season. The reason assigned by Chinese 
writers is the retention, by its precipitous 
banks, of the stilential gases brought 
down by the rer. The Suthorities at 
‘Yiinnan-fu described these gases as being 
visible to the naked eye, and of various 
colours—green, blue, and red, causing the 
traveller to bleed from the eyes, nose, 
mouth, and ears. So great was the appre- 
hension, that the officer commanding the 
escort started from his lodgings before day- 
light, in order to cross the river before the 
sun rose. On the other side the river, the 
Jand runs with a gentle acclivity to the base 
of a range of hills, three or four miles 
distant, which has been properly laid down 
in terraces and imigated. Part of this land 
hhad been broken up, and the villagers, a few 
‘of whom were suffering from ague, were 
busy transplanting paddy, prior to a retreat 
to the nearest mountains, where they would 
remain until the harvest was ready in 
the autumn. The opium plant, as every- 
where else in the province, was the chief 
winter crop. From here’ the road as 
usual, passes over another range of moun- 
tains, ascending about 5,500 ft. from the bed 
of the Loo-kiang. ‘There was searcely any 
passing traftic, except some salt from Yung- 
‘chang-fu to Momein. 

‘On the 2nd of May, the Mission crossed 
the Lung-chuen river, about 60 yards in 
width, but bringing down nothing like the 

the Loo-kiang or Lan- 
Tsan-kiang. The country passed through 
was terraced, but for the most part uncul- 
tivated ; = the hills were much more 
thickly covered with trees and undergrowth, 
and the country generally began to assume 
a more tropical appearance, ‘The woods 
(like all the woods I have ever visited in 
China or Manchuria) were evidently of 
comparatively modern growth, as one met 
with tombs, the vestiges of irrigation ducts, 
and other signs of former Chinese occupancy 
amongst them. 

On the 3rd instant, after an almost sheer 
descent of 2,000 feet, the Mission reached 
the valley and city of Téng-yue-chow 
@fomein.) Az this locality and the rest 
of the route have been recently visited and 
carefully described by Major Sladen and 
his party, I will merely observe that the 
city, though very thinly populated, must 
from its position’ rapidly recover itself, as 
it has probably done a great many times 
since its first appearance in history during 
the Chow dynasty (B.C. 1122-1295.) The 
shops were comparatively well suppli 
with foreign goods from Bhamo, consisting 
chiefly of shirtings, broadcloth, camlets, 
Dutch camlets, and long ells. From Mo- 
mein to Mam was the only level road 
traversed by the 
the land journey in the beginning of Febru- 
ary, and it was far more thickly populated 
and better cultivated than any part of the 
province we had passed through after 
reaching Chaow-tuag. ‘The Shan village of 
Nan-tien, lying on the route, whose late 
Commandant was the notorious Li Chén 
Kuo (Li-si-tachi), was formerly famous for 
its silk, which was sent as tribute to the 
Court. 

After leaving Manwyn, the Mission, accom- 
panied by the Escort, passed over the Kalkh- 
yeen hills (which afford a very fair sample 
of the hills to be encountered the greater 
part of the way between Momein and the 
Yangtze) and on the 21st arrived at Bhamo. 














Having given above as brief a description 
as possible of the country traversed by the 
Mission, I must point out that the richest 
part of the province, the south, was left 
unvisited. ‘The late French Mékong_ex- 
pedition either themselves saw or received 
trustworthy information of gold at Talon, 








in the department of Yuen-kiang ; copper at 


ion since it commenced | pad 





Sin-long-chang, in the same department ; 
salt at two places near Esmok, in the de- 
partment of Pu-érh; cinnabar at Esmok ; 
iron_at Kang-hwa, in the sub-department 
of Yuen-kiang-chow, in great abundance, 
as also between the district cities of Shih 
pling and T’ung-hai, in the department of 
Lin-gan-foo ; while the angentiferous lead 
cae, in the ems departinent, has long boea 
famous throughout all China, Accordit 
to Chinese statistical works, gold, silver, 
lead, iron, tin, zinc and copper, are to 
be found ‘nearly all’ over the province ; 
while jade and amber are to be met with at 
the north of Momein; and many kinds of, 
recious stones, including sapphires, lapis 
uli, turquoise, agates, é&c., at the south. 
In short a volume would be required to 
point out all the sources of mineral wealth 
in this richly endowed province. 

As regards vegetable wealth, the province 
is considerably larger than Great Britain, 
being estimated at 107,967 square miles, 
which, with the exception of a few lakes 
and precipitous mountain sides, are un- 
questionably fertile. As I have already 
pointed out, the country presents, to the 
Unscientific ‘eye, a confused sea of moun- 
tains, some with a trend from north to 
south, contiguous to others from east to 
west, having no table land, or anything 
approaching a plateau, nor any leading or 
main ranges, Between these mountains are 
valleys of every form and shape, the size de- 
pendinggenerally on theelevation, Ata high 
elevation the valley is narrow, lower down 
it becomes broader, being ‘fringed with 
and ia the seat of a village 

hile lower still, it, with 
others, converges into a small plain contain- 
ing a ‘departmental city and sometimes a 
lake. As a still lower depth are the 
courses of the large rivers, whose great 
volumes of water have worn, during the 
course, of, centuries, profound channels 
through the yielding argillaceous - 
Hone*or chal, ‘soveral Teindreds of foot 
in depth. Of the whole of this vast 
surface, not one-twentioth part is at 
present cultivated or tumed to any use 
hatsoover; for, although not only the 
whole of the valleys, but a very fair 
wroportion of the hill sides, have been care- 
Filly terraced and supplied with water 
channels, yet only a small part of the, 
paddy ground has hitherto been broken 
up. The land under cultivation is very 
small in proportion to population, com- 
wed with the North of China, and etn only 
Be accounted for by the greater dificulty ex 
perienced in keeping down weeds in such a 
fertile a soil and mild climate, as well as 
the scarcity of manure. This latter for the 
most part consists of buffalo dung, which 
is plastered on to the sides of the cottages 
to dry ; straw strewed in shady places on 
the high roads, whereon to induce passing 
animals to stalo; and boughs and green 
leaves of trees and shrubs, plowed into the 
land before the transplantation of the 
idy. I have mentioned that all along 








the route from the Yangtze to Momein, 
the chief crop we observed was opium, 
which is easily explained on account of 
its high price (8s. and upwards per Ib. at 
Yiinnanfu), together with the faclity with 
which it is at present cultivated, manu- 
factured, and transported without observa- 
tion nud’ consequent payment of taxes. It 
will grow without manure in a newly 
Groken up, unexhausted soil, either on 
terraces or the declivitous sides of moun- 
tains ; and, unlike rice, requires no irriga- 
tion and but little tain. Being well 
suited, if not indigenous, to the climate, 
it grows so strongly as to require little 
hoeing or other hand labor, and succeeds 
it is said, where wheat and ordinary cereal 
crops fail. There is a common impression 
that two opium erops are grown yearly in 
‘Yiinnan, but so far as our enquiries exten- 
ded, this is not the case, as a light pea crop 
usually succeeds the opium gathering in 
May. The capsules are scored at three 
diffrent intervals bythe operators the frst 
scraping being the best. Ytinnan opium is 
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superior in quality to Szechuen, which 
again is considered better than that grown 
in other provinces, and consequently, the 
former is largely’ consumed in Szechuen, 
‘Hu-pe, Hunan, Shansi and Shensi, although 
themscives opium producing provinces, 
‘As the population increases in Yiinnan, it is 
natural that the cultivation of opium will 
increase also ; but whether its exportation 
will increase is an open question. Opium 
is grown more or less in all but the 
extreme southern provinces, while out- 
side the Great W: it extends to the 
banks of the Amur; but Yiinnan having 
produced the drug for the last hundred years 
hhas had the benefit of accumulated ex- 
perience in the manufacture, which is the 
only reason, I am told, for its comparati 
superiority ; in these days of progress 
is almost certainty that philanthroy 
foreigners, after the completion of their 
instructions in the building of forts, con- 
struction of guns, torpedoes, railways, and 
the like, will teach the cultivators on the sea- 
board provinces how to manufacture opium 
undistinguishable from Malwa and Patna. 
For the present, Yiinnan opium is largely 
imported into Shanghai, the touch being 
50, while 75 is the touch of the best Malwa. 
‘The price is about Tis. 18 per 100 liang, as 

st Tis. 13 to 14 in Yiinnanfu,’ thus 
showing that the price is not greatly en- 
hanced by the Jong journey and changes of 
ownership. 

Although, as stated above, opium 
was growing all along our rotte from 
our first entry into Szechnen until we 
arrived at Momein, while in Yiinnan it was 
to be seen not only outside, but inside the 
city walls, yet its cultivation is strictly pro- 
hibited in'the current editions of the Penal 
Code, In an edition published at Peking, 
by the Chinese Government so lately as 
the year 1871, it is laid down that in cases 
where foreigners bring opium to China 
for the purpose of sale, the principal 
offenders shall be sentenced to immedi 
decapitation, and the accessories to im- 
mediate strangulation, the sentences to be 
carried out by the for: 
the supervision of the 
rity, who will receive his 
the Governor-General or Governor, after 
the latter shall have sati i 
examination of the personal identity 
offenders. With regard to growers in the 
interior, such evil-disposed persons plant- 
ing the poppy and manufacturing opium 
éake from its juice are, if the quantity 
amounts to 500 liang [about 301b. av.], to 
be sentenced to’ strangulation, but’ the 
carrying out of the sentence to be deferred ; 
the accessories to be sentenced to milita 
servitude for life at distant and pestilenti 
frontiers ; the landlords, having a guilty 
knowledge, to military servitude at distant 
frontiers, together with the confiscation of 
the misused land ; while the neighbours and 
constables havo to undergo 100, blows each 
from the heavy bamboo, for not reporting 
the offence to the authorities. Mandarins 
convicted of smoking are for ever deprived 
of their position in the service, and banished 
to Tartary, while any unhappy eunuch 
caught smoking within the precinets of the 
Palace is to be sentenced to wear the cangue, 
[a wooden collar weighing, aécording to 
Tegulation, 334Ib, pa for the rest of his 
natural life, at the most distant and pestilen- 
tial frontiers, under custody of the local offi- 
cials, not being pardoned even when a 





































eneral Act of Grace has been issued by | a 


the Emperor. 

At present, some unprepared silk is im- 

wed into "Bhamo from, ‘Szechwen ia 

‘innan. ‘The quantity is unimportant 
now, but in former years there was a much 
larger trade, though contraband, done with 
Burmah in yellow silk. This industry will 
take a few’ years longer to revive, as we 
Imow, by a sad experience, that mulberry 
trees destroyed during a Chinese civil war 
require a considerable time for replacement. 
Tentartain no att ft ' this tr trade will Lhe 
vigorously resumed, in tho first place, 
cause the climate is admirably suited to 












silkworms (a bracing winter following a hot 
summer), and also because the Chinese, al- 
though unable to devise any improvement 
in any kind of industry, or to develop the 
resources of their own rich country, yet 
are, in most instances, able to resume an 
industry they have once carried on. Before 
the rebellion, Yiinnan was a well-known 
silk-producing province, the department of 
Yiinnan-fu being specially famous for its 
satin. Silk was likewise produced in the 
departments of Yung-chang-fu, Yuen-kiang- 
fu, Lin-gan-fu, Shun-ning-fu, Li-) 
and King-tung-t’ing. 

Thave already mentioned that the numer- 
ous salt wells of this province have been 
noted for centuries, it is, therefore, curious 
to find that this is the only part of China 
which consumes British salt, its importation 
being prohibited by the treaty. Captain 
Cooke, the British Resident at Bhamo, 
informed me that that town imported from 
500 to 600 tons yearly, and that a thousand 
mules’ loads went thence to Yiinnan-fu in 
the month of March last. As an instance 
of the difficulty of obtaining information, 
{ may mention that we were informed by 
the Salt Commissioner at Yiinnan-fu that 
the province was supplied from salt mines 
within its boundaries, and that the only salt 
wells were in Szechuen. I little thought 
that the salt mines referred to were’ at 
Northwich. 

Tobacco was seen growing all along the 
road, apparently in sufficient quantities to 
meet the consumption of the inhabitants, 
which is much greater in proportion here 
than on the sea-board, owing to the eustom 
of smoking the rolled leaf.” It was much 
appreciated by the Mission. 

‘As before mentioned, we met tea coming 
from Es-mok and the Kuang mountains in 
the dey ent of Pu'erh. There must be 
ps tig quantity grown in the south 
of the province, as throughout the journey 
on every steep mountain pass, occupiers of 
sheds sold it at very low rates to the pass- 
ing coolies and soldiers. It was superior 
in flavor to the ordinary tea sold in Chinese 
tea houses, so far as my experience extends. 

Thave already described the fearful depo- 
pulation of this province, which indeed 
variably ensues during civil war in this coun- 
try. ‘The Imperialist soldiers appear to be 
seized with a kind of frenzy after an action, 
when nothing less than the destruction of 
all destructible property and the slaughter 
of old men, women and children, will suffice 
to satisfy their “intense hatred and 
animosity,” to use the exculpatory language 
of their commanders. During a short 
rebellion, such as visited the neighbouring 
province of Szechuen, the great bulk of 
the people is enabled, especially in 
mountainous country, to seek shelter 
from the soldiery; and a few years after 
the struggle is over the gap in. the popula- 
tion is filled up, In Yuinnan, however, the 
war raged for eighteen years, many towns 
were takon and re-taken upwards of ten 
times, and during this long period the 
people who had taken refuge in the moun- 
tains, being unable to cultivate the irrigated 
bottom-lands, died of starvation or its 
accompanying diseases. Again, on the 
suppression of the rebellion, plague, and, | 
in 











‘words of Governor Tsén, divers other 
previously “unknown diseases” thinned 
the ranks of the wretched survivors; and 
consequently, as we saw, the province after 
passing Chautung Fu was little better than, 
wilderness ; not only were the large 
little but_a heap of ruins, but the 
important cities of T'ung-chuen Fu, Yiinnan 
Fu, T’su-hsiung Fu, Tali Fu, and Yung- 
chang Fu were entirely bereft of their | 
suburbs, while a great part of the houses 
inside the walls were destroyed, and the 
scant tions mostly in rags. Never- | 
Hretea oat only the officials but everyone | 
we met, assured vs that the road we 
trarelled, being th: trade route, was less 
acild and better populated than any other 
part of the province. I have therefore 








‘come to the conclusion that, upon the most 
liberal estimate, the tion can little 


exceed one million. Allowing 4,000 for 
each of the 84 cities, and double that sum 
for the villages and outlying hamlets, which 
I am sure is excessive, the sum total will 
compute to 1,008,000 inhabitants. At the 
census of 1812, the population was estimated 
at 5,561,320, and the following 40 years of 
peace brought probably the numbers up 
to 8,000,000. ‘The decrease from ight 
amuillions to one will astonish no one who 
has had the opportunity of seeing the coun- 
try on the scaboard after it was devastated. 
by the Taiping rebellion. As to recovery, 
the very few officials in the province who” 
seemed to take an interest in the matter, 
were of opinion that the only possible 
means was to institute a compulsory im- 
migration of the surplus population of 
Szechuen, under the management of the 
Chinese Government. The Chinese are 
very willing emigrants, even in opposition 
to the laws of their Empire, to any country 
under British or American rule, where labor 
is well paid for and their lives and property, 
as artle, fairy protected ; but inside the 
Great Wall they are very unwilling to 
change their habitat. In Yiinnan, in parti- 
cular, besides the usual dread of tho 
authorities and the supposed ferocity of 
tho natives of a strange province, they 
complain that owing to-want of roads and 
feasible transportation, rice and everything 
else they could proditce would be of no 
appreciable value. With regard to tho 
development of the mineral weath, mines 
cannot be opened without the express per- 
mission of the authorit It well 
known that the Inte rebellion arose in con- 
sequence of a quarrel about certain copper 
mines. I was informed by an official of 
high rank, who had spent some years in tho 
provinco, that whenever the Mahommedans 
wished to work a mine the Chinese 
would seize it; when the Mahommedans 
would petition the authorities, who would 
decide in favor of one of the parties. 
Thereupon the other party would mako 
a considerable present, and the decision 
would be reversed in their favor, Even- 
tually tho Mahommedans became 80 ex- 
asperated that, after many riots and much 
bloodshed, they broke out into open 
rebellion. 

When at various times visiting tho 
theatre of the ‘I’ai-p'ing rebellion in tho 
GhPkdangy Kiang-su and Hupel provinens 
I not unfrequently met with the ns of 
large pagodas, extensive temples, and other 
important public edifices; but nothing of 
the kind ain we met with in Yitnnan; and 
I am under the impression that at no 
time could it have vied with its neighbour 
Szechnen in prosperity. The badness of 
the climate was the constant complaint 
of the officials at Yitnnan-fa, and so 
notorious is the province in this re- 
apeet amongst the Chinese, that for many 
centuries their legislators have decreed 
that grievous criminals from other parts 
of the Empire should be transported 
hither for servitude in the pestilential dis- 
tricts. Having had, for some years past, 
reason to believe that the Chinese system 
of transportation and ponal servitude was, 
for the most part, a mere conception of 
the mind, I enquired many times of the 
officials of Yiinnan fu where the pestilential 
districts we had heard so much of were 
uated ; when the reply invariably was 
that they all lay along the route between 
Yiinnan fu and Bhamo, and that we must 
most indubitably pass throwgh them. Not 
only did we neither sce nor hear of any 
convicts on this route, but the natives 
spoken to seemed never to have heard that 
any such system was in practice. I need. 
seareely mention that the pestilential dis- 
tricts proper, are chiefly situated in the 
escarped valleys. lying at a low level 
through which run the great rivers ; where, 
owing to the configuration of the land, 





























the wind is for the most part excluded, 
whereby the air, loaded with miasma, 
remains stagnant.’ Not only on these low 
levels, however, but on the higher ground, 
people here and there were fever-ridden, 
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which is not surprising, seeing that fever 
has been found rampant at far higher levels, 
in fhe narrow valleys of the Andes. Again, 
‘owing to non-cultivation for so many years, 
the neglected irrigation works have gradu- 
ally turned both the sides of the hills and 
the bottom lands into swamps, 1) OF 
bogs, according to the ‘surroundings. 
Every departmental city passed by the 
Mission had a marsh in its neighbourhood, 
with the exception of Tali-fu, which, 
having been only recovered from the 
Mahommedans within the last few years, 
has not yet had time to grow one. Again, 
the fearful massacres within the large 
towns have so saturated the soil, 
that like the slaughterhouses in South 
America, healthy cities have been turned 
into the seats of endemic diseases. On the 
other hand, with these exceptions. the 
great bulk of the provinee, being exposed 
to an almost constant breeze, sometimes 
rising into a gale, sweeping away the 
exhalations of the soil, is exceedingly 
salubrious ; and we particularly noticed 
tho healthy appearance of the people in 
this province, as compared with the yellow 
faces, sunken eyes, and generally fever- 
ridden appearance of the natives along 
tho banks of the Yangtsze in Szechuen. 
Moreover, there was a very marked 
improvemtent in the appearance of our 
Chinese servants after a few days of the 
Tand journey; and, again, we saw soveral 
people in the hills who had attained to a 

‘eat _age. When the country has been 
«brought back into a proper state of 
cultivation, the miasma will probably dis- 
appear, as has so often been shown in 
the history of the Mediterranean coasts, 
where, whenever irruptions of barbarians or 
‘Turks put a stop to tillage, malaria gained 
the upper hand, and was never extirpated 
‘unless the country was again cultivated. 
Tho Chinese do not possess any efficient 
spoeific for ague or marsh fevers. 

Tt has often been Inid down that, in 
warm latitudes, the well-being of domestic 
animals in general, and sheep, cattle and 
horses in particular, is decisive testimony 
in favor of a good climate. Sheep will not 
live, or at any’ rate, breed and thrive in a 
greatpartof Japan, Formosa, orthesouthern 
sea-board of China; while in Yiinnan, on 
the other hand, the few sheep and cattle 
wo saw were ina healthy condition, while 
tho horses, before the rebellion, <licited 
the wann’ praises of the Catholic mis- 
sionaries, and ‘were largely exported to 
other provinces. ‘The sheop, though essen- 
tially a mountaineur, and not to be com- 

ared with our Leicesters or Southdown 
Ja yot longer and finor anil han the 
fat-tailed Mongolian variety common in 
northorn China and the sea-board. Tt has 
a light, thin, tail, its flesh is eatable, and 




















the wool eqpable of inaking the strong Ku- | m: 


tsung cloth above referred to. Although 
not soparated from tho goats, and as 
elsewhere in this country occasionally 
interbreeding with them, yet the wool 
is not so hairy as in northern China, 
and, of course, with care, is capable of 
improvement. 'A profound observer has 
laid down that the Chinese are a singular 
‘race ; and to anyone who has not travelled 
in China since the rebellion, it would seem 
incomprehensible that not only in ‘Yiinnan 
but in other rice-growing provinces in cen- 
tral China the natives should not have been 
able to apprehend the many profits which 
‘would accrue to them if they took advantage 
of their immense natural feeding grounds 
on the hill sides to rear sheep and cattle. 
Now Great Britain (of course excluding 
Treland) having a cold, inhospitable climate, 
retarding vegetation, if not, stopping it 
altogether for some months in the year; 
whose soil is largely composed of a cold 
stiff, impracticable clay, more tenacious and 
more difficult to deal with than any soil 
T have yet seen in any other part of the 
world, giving the sheep that feed on its 
scanty grasses, foot rot, red water and 
divers diseases, yet, nevertheless, its 
estimated surfnce of 89,600 sq. miles 





(although largely employed in 1g 
cereal crops and garden produce for the 
use. of man) supports no less than 
27,921,000 sheep, in addition to upwards of 
five million head of cattle and two million 
horses. On the other hand, Yinnan is 
one-fifth larger (its area being estimated at 
107,969 sq. miles), and has a most suitable | 
climato, neither too hot in summer nor 
too cold in winter, while its hills and sur- | 
face generally are.covered with luxuriant | 
which like the grass in some of the 
Sosa a of No nth Amie is capable 
of affording, thot ant ine sus- 
fenance for animals throughout the winter. | 
Tmean, of course, grass uncut ; hay is un- 
known in China, he Chinese agriculturist 
ing no other instrument for grass-cutting 
arn ee tho chord of thoare of which it 
about eightinches inlength ! On this subject 
T speak with certainty, as the mules and 
ponies wo used and met with, as a rule, had 
ho other food than the dry winter grass they 
ate after their day's journey was finished, 
although carrying heavy burdens up and 
‘down mountains formany dayscontinuously. 
Moreover, the country is well supplied with 
Maton while the hills having a dry porous 
soil, the sheep would not probably be 
Yiable to disease. During our journey 
through the province, we saw three or four 
flocks numbering from 40 to 50 head each, 
and. also occasionally one or two sheep 
herding with a few goats. 
‘The cattle do not call for much remark, 
being few in number, small in size, and 
generally underbred, An incipient fleshy 
or fatty hump more or less prono over 
the withers, would seem to indicate a con- 
nection with the Indian variety. The 
udders of the cows are small and compara- 
tively undeveloped, owing probably to the 
fact that the Chinese make no use of cheese, 
butter, or milk. ‘The cattle are used for 
ploughing the hill sides, or rather scraping 
Thom, the usual depth of the furrow-slice 
in China being from Sto 4 inches They do 
not appear to be used in this province as 
beasts of burthen, Where roads admit of 
it, they aro used in the north of China to 
draw carts, sledges, pine logs, etc., but I 
have seen none but Coreans use them for 
carrying merchandise. In short, in this 
provinco they are ile evleam, heir 
aco in agriculture bei suippli 
by the watery ‘whith is found in 
larger numbers, and having constitution 
ignorant of malaria, he is indispensable for 
ploughing the bottom lands. ‘buffalo 
Tikewise is not much used for transportation 


rm 
Puthis province has time out of mind been 
celebrated for its ‘excellent horses, very 
frong and vi but as the Mission 
did not meet with any throughout the 
journey, I must conclude that, like their 
masters, they ‘ran away” during the rebel- 
Yion. ‘The only animals we saw ropresenting 
thoir species were wretched, underb 
brutes unworthy of notice. As, however, 
when trade has been firmly established 
Between this province and Burmiah, there 
will be a large demand—viewing the nature 
of tho present supply—for Chins ponies for 
Lower Burmah, and possibly for India, I 
think it will not be out of place to give a 
brief description of the animal, for which I 
am indebted to Mr. Low, of this port. 
“China ponies average in height 13 hands 
1 inch—say from 12.2 to 13.3, with but few 
13.3, ‘and very seldom one of 14 hands. 
‘Their measurements in girth, fore-arm, and 
thigh, are as great as those of most15.3hands 
horses. - Colours vary as much as in horses ; 
all th shades of dun from mouse colout £9 
llow and grey dun, all having the str 
Sowa the ey and the zebra marks on the 





knees more or less distinct ; 3, chest- 
nuts, browns, blacks, roans. ‘The weights 
run here are 9st. 7lbs. 


under which they 
for 12 hands, and 3ibs. an inch additional, 
‘and with these weights the best time on 
record is for— 

.574 seconds. 





Mile, 
1. 





” 
2. 


1 


‘seconds. 


2h sy » 
Several ponies’ have jumped over water 





measuring 18ft. Tin., carrying over 12st, 
Tibs., up to 13st. 7ibs.” Mr. Hutchings, 
of this port, who visited a great horse fair 


in the country beyond the Great Wall, 
which at present mainly supplies China 
with ponies, states that, although the im- 
portation is prohibited by the Government, 
the number sent annually into China is 
beyond belief, and that one mart alone, 
Lama-miau, sends in 200,000 annually. 

‘The road from Yiinnan-fu to Momein 
was formerly laid down with small, flat 
blocks of stone (not cobble-stones), and 
though at present considerably out of re- 
pair is of sufficient breadth to be passable 
for elephants, and is, at any rate in the win- 
ter months, practicable for the transporta- 
tion of goods, even with nothing better than 
the present undersized miles and ponies, 
which is proved by the fact that Burmese 
cotton is laid down at Yiinnan-fu at tho 
low rate of Tis. 20 por picul, being very 
little higher than the average price at 
Chungking. So soon as the province has 
recovered itself, the road will doubtless be 
put in better order, but I am of opinion 
that no improvement in the way of casier 
gradients can be made without an enormous 
expenditure of time and money. Chinese 
and Shans are guite ‘competent to discover, 
in the course of centuries, the easiest route 
from one town to another ; and although 
the traveller may feel disgusted to find the 
road incessantly climbing the steepest. visi- 
ble hills, yet if he attempts to go round the 
bases or make a short cut of any kind he 
will speedily be brought up by a ravine 
with precipitous walls or other insurmount- 
able obstacle. Robbers were reported to 
be spread over the whole route from Chan- 
tung to Momein, but we saw none, and 
only passed one murdered body during the 
whole journey. 

Tn the mountains in the neighbourhood 
of Yungchang-fu, there wero said to be two 
bands of rebels, of one of which the leader, 
having been deluded by the officials into 
paying a large price for titles which had 
hot been subsequently conferred, was, said 
to have commenced proceedings by killing 
his wife and mother, and burning down his 
house; after which, in approved Chinese 
fashion, he started off, burning his neigh- 
pours’ houses, killing their female relations, 
and enlisting the survivors ; finally betaking 
himself tothemountains whercheissued dire 
threats against the lives of the local officials 
up to Talifu. ‘There may have been some 
little truth at the bottom of these stories, 
although, of course, the Chinese made the 
— of Shem ee authorit re at rung, 
chang expressed their regret (tui pu cl 
that, oe der bet ha ned to Mr sar 
gary, the locality shou in disturbe 
on the arrival of the BMission. It was 
currently reported in the town that the 
commandant’ could only induce the 
magistrate to go outside the city walls 
to receive the Mission by personally 
gearanteeing his safety. Seeing that the 
Tebellion, according to the Chinese autho- 


1 Fities, was put down in a great measure by 


ocal volunteer bands, which cannot, like 
soldiers, be dismissed at the end of a cam- 
sig and sentered to thei various homes 
qn different parts of a provinoo or provinces, 
it is quite possible that there may be local 
troubles for some time to come, though tho 
Chinese entertain no doubt that a strong 
=, such as tho Inte Governor 
Teén Yii-ying, would be quite competent 
to ensure good order in the province. If 
tranquility ensue, the improvement of the 
tesa of mrthen_ and the increase of the 
population will probably reduce the 

Tates of carriage now said to be charged, 
¥iz., 2 maco 6 candereens per head per day 
For mules, and 2 mace 8 candareens 

head per day for eoolies, the load in either 
case not exceeding 70 catties=93} Ibs, av. 
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With regard to the present trade, Captain 
Cooke, who hus made a study of the ques- 
tion, states that about: 25,000 bales of cotton 
(amounting, at 50 rupees per bale, to the 
value of 1,250,000 rupees) are sent yearly 
from Burmah to Yunnan, together with a 
considerable quantity of British salt(Bhamo 
consumes from 500 to 600 tons yearly), 
piece goods, &e.; taking in exchange Yiin- 
han, Shan, and Kakhyun opium, 3,578 
maunds of orpiment (the Bhamo maund is 
the oquivalent of 80 Ibs. av.) iron and 
copper, made into cooking pans in order to 
escape the tax on the raw materials, and 
sundries, such as dried fruits, chestnuts, 
ote. Captain Cooke computes the total 
value of the present trade, including both 
roads, to amount at a liberal estimate to 
£250,000 yearly. This sum is simply 
ridiculous when we consider that on the 
one part there is the vast mineral wealth of 
Yiinnan, and on the other the great valley 
of tho Irrawadi, equal in inherent powers 
of production to the valleys of the Nile or 
Euphrates, and which from its incompar- 
fable irrigation capabilities, would, if in- 
habited and cultivated, be probably the 
most productive valley in the world, 

‘To show the difference between this petty, 
restricted traffic, and the trade attainable 
when a mart has been properly Li goer to 
foreign trade, I may be permitted to cite 
the case of a port opened in 1861 situated 
outside the Great Wall, in a country frozen 
up for nearly five out of every twelve 
months, and which has been described by 
a resident missionary as “of all savage 
Fogions, taking a distinguished. rank. for 
the aridity of the soil and the rigor of the 
climate.” Under theso hard conditions 
the chief exports are beans, grown during 
the summer, medicines gathered amongst 
the mountains, and fungus, “whose cheap- 
noss” says the appreciative foreign Collector 
of Customs, ‘makes it a formidable rival 
“to the superior but more expensive 
« product coming from Yiinnan.” Now 
the total value of the trade carried on in 
foreign bottoms at Newchwang, as shown 
by the foreign Custom House Reports for 
the year 1874, amounts to Tis. 4,183,000, 
which, at the exchange of five shillings, 
equals £1,045,750; and, on adding one 
half (a very moderate estimate) for the 
goods carried in and out by native junks, 
Feporting at the native Custom House, we 
havo a total of upwards of ono million and 
‘a half sterling, being more than six times 
the value of the trade between China and 
Burmah including both roads. 

Seeing that Yiinnan has two crops of 
beans a year, a prodigious supply of 
upwards of one hundred different kinds 
of medicines, and fungus of a superior 

ality, as also the most deli tea 
the Empire growing over a very exten 
range of mountains, opium, Tung-oil, white 
insect wax (formerly exported in large 
quantity), vegetabletallow, silk, and tobacco, 
in addition to its enormous mineral wealth 5 
while its roads, though steep and toilsome, 
aro not as in parts of the plains in China, 
often impassable or founderous during the 
summer rains, it would not be presumptuous 
to predict, were Bhamo situated on the 
sea-board, that the trade between Burmah 
and Yiinhan—underpopulated and mis- 
governcdas that province is—would speedily 
equal that carried on in foreign bottoms 
(exclusive of the large native junk trade) 
in such small ports as Kiukinng, Chin- 
Kiang and Ningpo, viz., three million 

jounds sterling and upwards per annum 
in total value. 

Unfortunately, the rates of freight on 
the Irrawadi are excessively high, trade is 
at present a monopoly in the hands of the 
most powerful persons in the two respec- 
tive countries, while the British merchant 
would not be able to avail himself in Bur- 
mah of the privilege of extra-territoriality 
‘which he enjoys in China. 

Tn conclusion, I must observe that there 
was very great difficulty experienced by the 
Mission in obtaining any information on 






























‘commercial matters, in consequence of ob- 
stacles thrown in’ the way. by certain 
officials. Respectable traders were un- 
willing even to give the prices of the goods 
in their own shops ; while from the depopu- 
lation, the majority of the common people 
met with were as ignorant of everything 
connected with, the provines as strangers 
might be expected to be. No statistics of 
trade could be obtained, which would not 
De utterly misleading, without unrestricted 
access to the Government tax offices, 
with authority to demand information. 
Calculations as to the trade of a province 
based on the traffic observed on one road 
during one season of a year, must be 
erroneous, more especially ‘when travelling 
with Chinese soldiers which would naturally 
cause the carriers of valuable and easily 
portable goods, to keep out of sight or 
choose another road. 

With regard to the copper mines, they 
wore for the most part opened within the 
last 150 years, and are, I believe, with the 
exception of those in’ the north of the 
province, not now in working order. ‘There 
is no doubt that, large quantity is sil 
exported from Chautung, but no trust- 
worthy information can be obtained, on 
this important subject, short of a visit to 
tho mines themselves by a competent 
mineralogist. 











Public Meetings. 








MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

At the Meeting of the Council, held 
in the Council Room, 17, Kiangse Road, 
Shanghai, on Monday, the 18th June, 1877, 
at 9 o'clock a.st. 

Present—Messrs. E, H. Lavers, Vice- 
Chairman (in the Chair), Geo. J. W. Cowie, 
P. G, Hiibbe, E.G. Low, A. McLeod, C. 
W, Siogfied, and, the Secretary. 

‘Mr. Hart attended the meeting later on. 

‘The Minutes of the previous meeting are 
real, confirmed, and signed by the Vice- 
Chairman and ‘Secretary, and passed for 
publication. 

Cash Statement for week ending 16th inst. 
is submitted for inspection, and cheques for 
sundry accounts are sii 

‘Arms aud Ammunition—The Defence 
Committee communicate the steps taken by 
them to increase the stock of Martini-Henry 
Rifles to 500, and to get supplies of Ammu- 
nition. 

Cleaning Yang-king-pang Creek. — The 
Works Committee report that they had 
under consideration the cleaning of the 
Yang-king-pang, and that it would be com- 
menced as soon as the hot weather was 








over. 
Bind Line—Yang-king-pang Creek. 
Read letter from the french Counel stating 
that they agree to the bu between 
bridges Nos. 7 and 8, on the understandin; 





that the plan of the proposed line submitt 
in 1815, bo adopted.” 

Alteration in Line of Yang-tsze-poo Road. 
—The following letters are ordered to be 
published for general information :— 


‘Shanghai, 2nd Jane, 1877. 
E. B. Sovrer, Esq. 
Secretary Municipal Councit. 


Sin,—I am in receipt of your favor of 3lst 
May, referring to my proposed alteration in 
the Yang-tsze-poo Road. I made the proposi- 
tion for the 35 feet road, as I saw there were 
difficulties in obtaining a road 40 feet as 
proposed. [now waderatand from your letter 
That the alteration for the improvement of 
the road as propoted at the last Ratepayers’ 
Mecting is now abandoned by the Council, 
which I regret. And I now withdraw all 
offers I have made for giving up land for 
the widening of the road, or any portion of 
road to the river. 








And remain, 
‘Yours faithfally, 
C. P. Buxrues. 





Shanghai, 14th June, 1877. 
©. P, Burrus, Esq. 

‘Sim,—I have to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter of 2ud inst. 

‘The Council have directed me to correct 
the impression under which you seem: to be 
laboring, , that they havo abandoned 
the alteration in the line of Yang-tsze-poo 
Road resolved upon at the last mecting of 
Ratepayers. 

‘They are prepared to carry out the im- 
ovement as soon as they can acquire the 
jand for tho purpose, but as you are awaro 
there are difficulties in the way which as yet 
they have been unable to overcome. 

‘Their letter of 31st was intended to iuform 
you that the plan proposed in your letter of 
12th ult, was not in accord with that decided 
and that the Council 
ified in accepting it, 














upon by the Ratepayers, 
aa not therefore feel 


Tam Sir, 
‘Your obedient servant, 


Epwanp B, Soursr, 
Secretary. 


Mliscellancons. 











‘THE SHANGHAI POLYTECHNIC AND 
TREADING ROOM. 

Wo have pleasure in publishing tho 
following letters which have passed between 
M. Serruys, the Minister for Bolgium in 
China, and the Hon, Secretary to the 
Polytechnic, relating to a munificent gift 
of $500, which has been contributed by 
the King of Belgium to that Institution, 
(Translation.) 

Shanghai, 12th June, 1877. 
G. B, Grover, Esq., 
Chairman ‘of the’ Chinese Polytechnic 
Tnstitution, Shanghai. 

Sin,—His Majesty the King of Belgium, 
desiegas of eonturbuving to the development 
of the “Chinese Polytechnic Institution,” 
has requested me to forward in his name 
the sum of five hundred dollars to that 
Society. Ihave, therefore, the honour to 
inclose you a cheque for that amount, 

‘The Committee of the Polytechnic In- 
stitution will, I doubt not, appreciate as it, 
merits this act of generosity on the part of 
a Sovereign who is continually interesting 
himself in all works of progres 

Be kind enough to acknowledge the 
receipt of this communication, and accept 
of my most distinguished regards, 

‘Tue Misisrer ror Brnorow 1s Cursa. 








Shanghai, 22nd June, 1877. 

To His Excellency E. Seanvys, 

His Belgie Majesty's Ambassador to the 

Court of Peking. 

Sr,—I am requested by the Committeo 
of the “Chineso Polytechnic Institution” 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 12th inst., addressed to the Chairman, 
Mr. G. B. Glover, and accompanied by a 
cheque for five hundred Mexican dollars, a8 
a donation from his Majesty the King of 
Belgium. 

"At a special meeting, held on the 20th 
inst., it_was resolved to'ask you to express 
to his Majesty the warmest acknowledg- 
ments of the Committee, and their sonse of 
the great honour that has been conferred 
upon the Institution by thisactof generosity. 

‘The Committee feel that it would be 
highly unbecoming to apply this sum to 
meet the current oxpenses of the: Institu- 
tion, but that it ought rather to be expen- 
ded in such a manner as would leave a 
useful and permanent x3membrance of the 
Royal donor. 

it was proposed some months ago to 
purchase a set of apparatus for the illustra- 
tion of a series of clemettary scientific 
lectures, as soon as sufticient funds could be 
procured. His Majesty’s gift is thus most 
opportune, and will be applied to the pur- 
pose of obtaining a set of such apparatus 
from Belgium. 
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Your Excellency would greatly oblige 
the Committee by causing the equivalent 
of the inclosed cheque for five hundred 
dollars to be sent to one of the best manu- 
facturers in Belgium, with a request to 
supply the apparatus 
“If His Majesty would be pleased in any 
manner to direct the selection, the value of 
the collection would thereby be 
enhanced in the estimation of the Chineso, 








for whose benefit it is intended ; and fur- 
ther, if it could be placed on Exhibition in 
some public building for a few days before 


shipment, it might serve to bring the objects 
and requirements of the Institution, which 
is at present in a vory incipient state, be- 
fore the notice not only of Belgium, but of 

other European nations. 

Thave the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
Joux Fryer, 

Honorary Secretary. 





ACCIDENT TO THE FRENCH MAIL STEAMER 
“nooGty.” 


‘An accident, alaming ii its nature but 
happily not so disastrous in its results as 
‘was from time to time threatened, occurred 
Thursday to the French Mail steamer 
Ttoogly. Sho was stationed, as is customary 

‘© M.M. Company's steamers when 
receiving their export cargoes, at the 
Company's buoy, in the centre of the 
river, immediately opposite the China 
Navigation Company's lowest pontoon on 
the French Bund. Shortly after half-past 
five o'clock in the morning, while she was 
athwart the river, swung to the ebb tide, she 
broko from her moorings, and tailed in the 
direction of the C.N.Co.'s pontoon, where 
the river steamer Hankow was moored, but 
preparing to leave. The Hoogly apparently 
was under no control, and to those who 
witnessed the occurrence the Hankow 
appeared in certain danger of being 
crushed between her and the pontoon, 
a result which would have undoubtedly 
been most damaging to the comparatively 
weakly built river steamer. Fortunately, 
when the Loogly was within eighteen or 
twenty foot of the Hankow, her stern struck 
inthe mud, It was, however, only conjeo- 
ture what position she would fake ; and all 
was activity and excitement to remove the 
Haukow out of danger. By dint of skill- 
ful manipulations and hard work on the 
Dont of Captain McQueen, master of the 
Tankow, and his officers, she was success 
fully unmoored and steered round the 
Hoogly, only a fow fect, we are assured, 
being at times between ‘the two vessels, 
The Aankow thns got safely away with: 
out the least damage whatever; and 
the Hoogly, with her stern still fast in the 
mud, gradually swung round, her bow 
down river, as if she were going to moor 
alongside the French Bund, a little below 
the pontoon, and scarcely more than twenty 
yards from the shore. ‘The depth of 
water at the place wis thirteen fect, 
while she was drawing between seventeen. 
+ and cighteen feet. There she remained 
until after the flood tide made at noon. An 
anchor was then laid out, and two ropes 
froin her bows fixed to the upper buoy 
belonging to the P. & 0. Company ; and 
then the tug-boat Sumpson_ attempted to 
tow her into deep water. Just when her 
bow fioated a little, one of the ropes 
gave way and became entangled in the 
propeller of the tug-boat, disabling it 
for the time being. The Hoogly, floated as 
the tide rose, and was then carried with her 
stern bumping against the uprights, or 
staunchions, of the China Navigation Com- 
pany's pontoon. These uprights are strong 
wooden supyorts or protections, over a foot 
square in thickness, most securely fastened 
in the pontoon, but nevertheless they 
were as nothing against the overwhelming 
force of the steamer, which placed seven 
of them in a recumbent position, one after 























tly | sustained. After, clearing 


the other, some of them splitting at the 
surface, while one or two remained intact 
but were partially uprooted. ‘The pontoon 
itself was strained and leaked after the 
occurrence. One of the port-hole doors 
on the stern of the Hoogly was forced off, 
and a portion of the scroll work torn 
away ; but this was the only damage she 

ing the pontoon, 
she was navigated into deep water and 
towed to the upper buoy of the P. and 0. 
Company, where she is now lying. ‘The 
mishap was alarming enough in its nature ; 
but it is gratifying that it was not attended 
with more serious consequences than it 
was, for any material damage to the Hoogly 
would, of course, have delayed the out- 
going European mails. 








VOYAGE OF THE “THALES.” 


The following particulars of a recent 
voyage of the steamer Thales, from Hong- 
kong to Cooktown, will doubtless be in- 
teresting to our readers, not only on 
account of the adventures met with, but 
also for the daring and skilful seamanship 
shown by Capt. Coles under circumstances 
of more than ordinary difficulty :—The 
Thales left Hongkong on the 8h March, 
with about 500 Chinese emigrants for Cook 
town. ‘Two days after leaving Hongkong, 
the ship got into a heavy north-east gale, 
which, besides doing other damage, washed 
away all the Chinese galleys, so that it was 
impossible to cook in them for three days. 
Afterwards all went well until arriving in 
‘Torres Straits, where, at two p.m. on the 
24th of March, the ‘ship being right in 
the fairway track, and full three miles from 
any dangerous places marked on the chart, 
she suddenly went crashing and bumping 
over a sunken rock, about 30 feet wide, anc 
having 1G feet of water over it, at dead 
low tide—the timo the ship struck. The 
ship dragged right across the rock, and was 
soon in deep water again. An examination 
was immediately made, and, strange to 
say, the officers at first reported no water 
in the hold ; but shortly afterwards Mr. 
Parlane, the chief engineer, sent for 
Captain Coles, who, on going down into 
the engine-room, found the water coming 
in fast. Tho pumps, seven in number, 
were at once set going at full power, 
but they were found insufficient to keep the 
water tinder, so Captain Coles determined 
to run the vessel ashore ; but the problems 
to be solved were—where could this best be 
done, and would the ship be able to do it 
before the water rose high enough to ex- 
tinguish the fires. Making a careful ealeu- 








lation accordingly, Captain Coles believed | $3 


that he could reach Somerset and beach the 
ship before that, which would have been a 
fatal result, happened. The pumps were 
kept at work, and the ship headed full 
speed for the shore—it was the only chance 
of saving the lives probably of all on board. 
‘The anxicty of the intervening time can 
scarcely be imagined, but the daring resolve 
succeeded, and the ship got into shallow 
water, and glided on to a sandy 
beach, just as the water was lapping 
the fire-bars! The vessel went so softly 
on to the sand that very few on board 
knew she was ashore. The engines were 
kept going slowly ahead all night to 
the water out of the engine-room ; and the 
engineers were employed finding out and 
phigging the leaks with wooden wedges. 
In the morning, the ship was got afloat 
again as the tide rose, when it was found 
that the donkey pumps would just keep 
heer free, and no more. At the place were 
the Thaies was beached, there were neither 
supplies nor help to be obtained, and Cap- 
tain Coles therefore resolved to steer direct 
for Cooktown, distant 400 miles, through 
the reefs. The passage was made success- 
fully, though it was necessary to keep the 
donkey pumps going night and day the 
whole time; and the vessel arrived at 





Cooktown on the 20th March. As though 
the trouble and anxicty occasioned as 


above narrated, were not sufficient, a 
case of small-pox occurred on board’ on 
the way down from Somerset, and on 
the steamer anchoring at Cooktown, the 
authorities kept her in quarantine for 
29 days, although they knew she had 550 
souls on board, and was so injured that 
the pumps had still to be kept going night, 
and day. None of the passengers were 
allowed to land, and as a matter of course 
there was much suffering and discontent. 
The authorities first wanted Captain Coles 
to take his almost crippled vessel to Keppol 
Bay, 600 miles distant, and land the 
Chinese there. This he refused to do, 
and the authorities next asked him to go to. 
Fitzroy Island, distant 120 miles, and land 
them there. ‘This he also refused to do, 
considering the state of the ship and tho: 
number of persons on board. After much 


wrangling, tirestening, and surveying, 
the authorities eventually came to the con- 


clusion that the Captain’s decision was tho 
right one, and he was finally permitted 
to land the Chinese at Cooktown,—The 
next consideration was about the vessel, 
aud ultimately it was resolved that ‘Mr 
Parlane should patch up her bottom as well 
as he could from the inside, then to have 
her surveyed, continue the charter, and 
proceed toHongkong. All this was done, and 
the Thales started on her homeward trip. 
While going through the reefs again, she 

to get on one of them, but it was 
soft coral—“‘softasmud”—sodidno damage, 
and Hongkong was reached without further 
mishap on the 29th of May, amid abundance 
of congratulations. On’ the ship being 
docked, the bottom was found to have been 
much worse injured than was supposed, 
and the screw and shaft were also much 
damaged—it was wonderful that the ship 
behaved so well as she did, or, in fact, that 
she reached harbour at all. 





Saw Reports. 








CIVIL SUMMARY COURT. 


Shang 
Before R, A. Mowar, Esq, 
Am Cuaxo v. Joux Bamp., 











snd_had charged different prices 
acccording to arrangement with them—somo 
$1 50, others $2, and one for the carpenter at 

3 , according to his statement, his ar- 
rangement with defondant was for $3 also, 
On Sunday Inst, he took the defendant's 
cture on board and handed it to him, when 
Fe tirew a dollar down on tho deck and went 
down below, taking the picture with him, 
Plaintiff thereupon left the ship, and on 
‘Monday issued the summons, 

Defendant, who had paid §2 into Court, 
said the arrangement he male with plaintiff 
was for §2. When he took the picture below 
on Sunday, he merely went to fetch another 
dollar, but when he came on deck again, in 
about half 9 minute, plaintiff was gone, an 
ho heard no more about it until he received 
the summons. On a former occasion, about 
three weeks ago, plaintiff brought the picture 











t | on board, and wanted $3, which he (defendant) 


refused to pay. Plaintiff tifen took the pic- 
ture away, aud did not come again until 
Sunday last. He had no fault to find with 
the picture, but he thought he ought not to 
pay more than others. He believed the car- 
penter only paid $2. 
Plaintiff produced a book in which persons 
entered their own orders, Defendant had 
is in the usual way, but had signed 
me. There was no price men- 
der. He was sure the price 
was $3, and that he 
defendant to pay $3, be- 
ie was not a common sailor. 
Hosovr said it was very silly on the 
part of the defendant to sign a fictitious 











the carpenter 
arranged with tl 
cause 











name ; it would not enable him-to evade: his 
liability, because he would be bound by it 
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“as being the name he had chosen to be 
Known by for the time being. 

pitiful thing to be haggling like this for bal 
a-dollar or so in the price of a painting, for 
which the sum charged could scarcely be 
Temunerative, Defendant would have to pay 
the $2 he had. paid into Court, and $3.25, 
costs of Court ; payment to be made at once. 

"Defendant said if plaintiff bad waited on 
board on Sunday only another minute, all 
this trouble would have been saved. 

‘His Hoxour said plaintiff was not called 
upon to wait—in fact ho did not know that 
defendant meant to come back, He went 
‘on board with the picture, defendant took it 
from him, throw a dollar on the deck, 
wont off with the picture down below. Plain- 
tiff then left the ship, no doubt thinking the 
dollar was all the money defendant meant 
to pay him, 




















Juno 25th. 
F, Remy v, Sorroy, Le Cowre pe Lice, 

‘This was a claim for $10, for dainage dono 
to a waggonette and harness, on the 15th 
instant. 

Defendant denied 
is, Honour sai hy dee 
fondant was a title—what was his family 








was a Freuch one, 
and tat his name was Sutton, 

Plaintiff is manager of tho Central Hotel, 
aud stated that the defendant came to the 
Hotel and hired a carriage, Ho was supplied 
with it, and when it was brought back it was 
found to be damaged, Plaintiff did not know 
that of his own knowledgo--he had seen 
neither the defendant nor the carriage, 

‘His Boxour said he must have the evidence 
of somebody who personally knew the fact 
that defendant hired the carriage. 

Cuanues James Suny was then called, 
and stated—I am clerk at the Central Hotel, 
feniiant caine and hired m pony and trap, 
which he afterwards exchanged at the Horse 
Bazaar for a waggonotto and 

however, did not know that of 

























en told id. wit- 
e pony and trap to the defendant. 

don his return 
ut hiad called at 
ha Mr, Morris, and 


was 
the Hotol, in company wi 
hired a pony and trap, 
ia Hoxour said that carried the ca 
He it have direct ovidenco 
red the trap, and with whom th 
fendant had beeu'in communication on tho 
subject. 
Witness said it was not with re 











ard to 








t havo evidence of 

ring first—it was tho hirer that was 
e for damage done, 

fendant said he iad bad nothing to do 

with th jeyond riding with the person 

who was driving. 

Plaintiff asked to be permitted to say a 
fow words in explauation. He that 
carriages ordered at the Central Hotel were 
obtained from the Horse Bazaar, the Hotel 
being held responsible for all damages. 

Mr. Suny then went to say that dofe 
aut signed a piece of paper in his office 
to the effect that he was responsibl 
daniage done to the waggo 
also contained defendant’ 
by himself, whore they were to 
» (Paper handed to Court.) 

His Hoxovr.—Your stylo yourself Le 
Conite de Lille—that is a French title. What 
in your nationality ? 

jefendant replied that he was a Freuch- 
man, but had been brought up in England. 

His Hoxovr—Then ‘that terminates the 
case. Icannot deal with it, Why did you 
not say 80 befor 

fendant—I have only just leit the 

Chinese Navy. I thought perhaps I was a 
Chinese subject, 

His Hoxour—Se 












































1g in a foreign navy 
ity. You are 


Defendant—No. 
His Hoyovr—Then the case is ended. I 
have nothing to do with it, 


Plaintiff eaid he + ad summoned defendant to 
this Court on another peruon’s assertion that 
defendant had twice told him he was an 
Trishman. 





{OUR- 
Tt was a| have to goto the French Consulate ; the case 





His He ell, 





you wi 


‘cannot be settled here. 

‘Defendant said the person who was with 
him in the carriage had since run away ; aud 
he (defendant) being still here, the plaintiff 
had summoued him. He had signed his name 
to the paper produced just to show that he 
was in the carriage at the time, and nothing 
more. 

His Hoxour—It appears you are not 
English, and that is an end of the case so far 
as this Court is concerned. 











Tune 26th. 
Gxorck Pourre v. D, M. HENpersoy. 


‘This was an action to recover Tis. 75, com- 
mission alleged to be due for the collection of 
a debt of ‘Tis, 1,500. 

Plaintiff, sworn, deposed—I owed Weng 
Sung-kee, a contractor, for work done at the 
Hermitage, Siccawei, ‘Ils 1,500. Defendant 
knew of this, and asked me’if Lhad paid the 
money. said no; and ho then asked me to 
do him a favour, and hold the money over, as 
Weng owed him some thousands of tacls. I 
agreed to do eo, and defendant promised to 
give me Tle, 200 for doing so. He has not 
paid me the money, and I sue him for 
‘Die. 75 only in order to avoid going into the 
Supreme Court. The Chinaman sued mo 
in the German Consulate, and I was ordered 
to pay him the Tis. 1,500. I paid to defend- 
ant a native bank ‘order, or cheque, { 
Tis. 1,000, and afterwards gave him a promis 
sory note for Tis. 378, deducting ‘Tis. 121, 
which the Chinaman’ owed me on hits, 
‘Those items, added together, made up the 
‘Tis. 1,500. "Defendant wrote me a letter, 
which enabled me to pay him, instead of the 
Chinaman, 

Defendant, sworn, deposed—I never pro 
mised plaintiff’ Tis. 200, or any sum what- 
ever. ‘There was no consideration whatever 

romived to plaintiff for withholding payment 
from the Chinaman. Plaintiff had not got 
the Tis. 1,500 to pay the Chinaman, and as 
the Chinaman owed me money, I’ asked 
plaintiff to pay me instead, I had obtained 
an attachment in respect of the Tis, 1,500 in 
the Mixed Court. I knew all about the 
arbitration that took place with reference to 
the work done at Siccawei, in the early part 
of 1876, and was requested by plaintiff to go 
and survey the worl id 80, and wrote 
an elaborate report, for which I have not yot 
heen paid. I know that the result of the 
arbitration was that plaintiff was to pay the 















































Chinaman Tis, 1,500. “I therefore wrote him 
the letter he has mentioned. (Letter pro- 
duced.) 


Plaintiff said the survey report made by 
defendant as to the alterations at, Siccawei 
was uot used, Defendant said he would 
make the survey for nothing, and give him 
Tis, 200 for withholding payment from the 


Chinaman. 

hatically denied this state. 

tho attention of the Court 

facts that plaintiff had not onl: 

aid the bank order for ‘Tis. 1,000, 

mut had also given him a promissory note for 

the balance of the Tis. 500, after deducting 

the Tls, 121 due by the Chinaman on chits, 

and months afterwards acknowledged that 

his (defendant's) account was corroct—nothing 

being said about the promise of Tis. 200 on 
‘occasion, 

His Hoxovr, after a painstaking investiga- 
tion, said to decide the case, he had only to 
look at the contents of letters and documents 
produced. In there produced in this ease 
there was nothing to show that anything was 
promised, and the plaintiff's assertion was 
met by the defendant's. No doubt both were 
striving to, speak correctly; but his Honcar 
could not believe it possible that defendant 
would promise to pay plaintiff Tls. 200, and that 
no allasion to that should appear in any ofthe 
eters thathad passed. Besides, it was absurd 
to suppose that plaintiff would give defendant 
4 promissory note for the balance of Tis, 378 
when defendant owed him Tl, 200. There was 
no evidence to show that the Tis. 200 were ever 
promised, and the simple moral of the case 
‘was that, when an arrangement of the kind 
alleged was made and letters passed from one 
side to the other, it should appear in the 
; letters, 


| Judgment for defendant. 



































Hevny Lewis v. A. Fouter. 


‘This was an action to recover $60, money 
handed to the defendant hy Mrs, McNutt, for 
deposit with the Municipal Council,” ag 
security for the good conduct of the Welcome 
Tavern, Hongkew, which establishment had 
been purchased (as stated) by Mrs. McNutt 
from the defendant, for $600. 

His Hoxovr (after hearing some state- 
ments in the case, which were afterwards 
repeated, as given below) said Mr. Lewis 
could not be the plaintiff in the case. Mrs. 
McNutt was the proper person to sue. 

Mrs. MeNutt’s name was accordingly sub- 
stituted, and the ease proceeded. 

‘Mr. Lewis put in a receipt for $60, which 
he said he saw defendant both write and 
sign on the day he received the $60 from 
Mrs, MeNutt, and which he (Lewis) also saw 
paid by her to defendant. 

Defendant asserted that he never had any 
transactions with Mrs. McNutt ; all. tl 
business in the matter of the transfer of the 
tavern he had doue with Mr. Lewis. He 
neither wrote nor signed the receipt produced ; 
or bad be ever" received. $6D from Mire, 
MoNutt, 

Mr. Laws said he stood by defendant's side, 
as he sat in the tavern writing the receipt. 

His Hoxour asked to be shown some of 
defendant's writing. 

Defendant produced some papers which he 
said were written by himself. 

Mr. Lewis said he had other receipts at 
home written by defendant, which he could 
soon fetch, if necessary. 

His Hoxour haviig examined the papers 
produced by defendant himself, and com- 
pared them with the writing of the receipt, 
said he had not the slightest doubt the hand: 
writing was the same. 

Defendant repeated that he neither wrote 
nor signed the receipt. Tho $60 deposited 
with the ere Council was his own 
money, and he bad allowed it to remain there 
because the license of the tavern had never 
been transfered from him to Lowis or to Mrs. 
MoNutt, Ii he had withdrawn his $60, the 
license wrould have been stopped, becauso tho 
Council would Ticonse to 
Lewis or Mrs.’McNutt. Ho (defendant) there- 
fore allowed the license to ran on in his namo, 
the understanding being that Lowia was to 
pay him $25 per month, for the use of 
name, until he could get the license trans 
ferred. 

His Hoxoun directed Mrs. McNutt to bo 

























































fetched, and also told M: to bring to 
Court the other receipts he had spoken of. 
Mrs. McNurr, on being questioned, "a 





ed—Defendant owes mo $60, which is 

lying in the Municipal Council office. ‘Tho 
$60 belong to me. On the same day (So 
tember 9th, 176) that I paid defendant the 
last instalment of $200 for the purchase of tho 
business, he sat down and wroto tho recoipt 
for tho $60 at my He gave it into my 
hands. I paid the $60 to tho defendant on 
the same day. I put tho dollars into his 
hands, 

Defendant denied this atatemont altogether, 

Fiaintiff continued—The tavern is now 
closed. I do not know who closed it. Ihave 
applied at the Municipal Council offices for 

10 $60, but the officials would not give them 
me, The money stands thero in defendant's 
name, and they would not pay me without his 
authority. Ihave also applied to defendant, 
but he took no notice, and I was directed 
to take out this summons to compel his attend- 
ance. He has also been applied to for payment 
by Mr. Lewis. 

Defendant asked if plaintiif could read the 
receipt produced ? 

Plaintiff said she could not read, but in 
reply to His Honour, she repeated ‘that on 
the day named she saw deiendant .write a 
paper in her house, and Mr. Lewis also saw 

im write it and afterwards read it. to her, 
Defendant gave her the paper, and she put it 
away at once with her license ‘and the bills of 
sale. Ithad never been out of her possession 
since. ‘The receipt produced was the same 
paper. 

Defendant, sworn, deposed—The receipt 
produced is not in my handw Inever 
srrote either a chit or uote or anything to Mrs. 
McNutt. I never received $60 from ber. I 
believe I received $45 from Lewis, 

His Honour then asked to see the other re- 




















ceipts mentioned by Mr. Lewis, and they were 
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haided to him. After examining them, His 
Honour asked defendant if he had written 
‘them ? 

‘Defendant admitted that they were in his 
handwriting, 

‘Mr, Lewis also produced specimens of his 
own handwriting for His Honor's inspection. 

‘His Hoxovk said the receipts produced 
were certainly not in Mr. Lewis's hand- 
writing. 

‘Henry Lewis, sworn, deposed—The $60 
were paid by Mrs, McNutt to defendant. De- 
fendant then sat down, and wrote the receipt 
for them. I saw Mrs, McNutt pay him the $60, 
and Taaw him band her the receipt. | When 
the tavern was sold to me, Lcould not get a 
Ticente. ‘The license still belongs to defendant. 
I hold the deposit receipt from the Muni- 
‘cipal Council. I do not think defendant can 
produce any papors regarding it at all, I am 
Sure deferidant went to the Couneil offices 
and drow out his own $60, and paid in those 
ho received from Mrs, McNutt. I do not 
Know why he did 6o, but I believe I could 
prove, through Mr. Hari, that ho did so. 
The money now deposited there belongs to 
‘Mra, MeNutt, 

His Honour said he had no doubt whatever 
as to the arrangement made with defendant, 
or that he received the $60, or that the re- 
coipt for the $60 was in his handwriting. 

open to him, either 
to give plaintiff authority to withdraw the 
money from the Municipal Council, or pay 
plaintiff $60. 

‘Judgment for plaintiff, with costs. 


















POLICE COURT. 


e Shanghai, June 19th. 

Before R, A. Mowat, Esq. 
(Jous Haye. 
Jonx Burke. 
Wri Brows. 
Wittm Repay, 
Tastes Mts, 
Utnoas Pore. 

Defendants, all A.B,’s of the ship Lady 
Bowen, were charged with refusal of duty on 
the 18th instant. 

Captain Fox ‘applied to have defendants 
brought up as early as possible on the above 
charge ; the ship was ready for sea, and he 
could not induce one of them to assist in the 
work on board, 

‘The defendants were therefore ordered 
to be brought up at 1,30 tho same after. 
noon, On being questioned, not one of them 
could give .a valid reason for bis refusal of 
duty ; the fact being that they had all been 
‘on leave ashore the previous day, and wei 
‘more or less suffering from the effects of the 
bad liquor-they had drunk, which made them 
as much unable as they professed to be un- 
willing to do duty. ‘They all consonted to 
yolurn to the ship, and resume duty, 

‘His Worsute ordered them to pay the costs 
‘of Court, $1.50 each, 

Captain Fox further stated that he had 


R, (Captain Fox) “f 


























been put to a great deal of trouble aud delay, 
owing to the men’s refusal to work. A 
steam-tug was ordered to come alongside the 





vessel at carly morning, but had to be sent 
away again and told to return at four p.m. 
Me supposed he would have to pay Ms. 25 
extra for that. 

‘The men agreed to pay among themselves 
all exponses the ship had been put to through 
their misconduct, 





Jane 22nd, 


R, (Captain Canprent) v. Jom Banses. 
Absent without Leave. 

Defendant, a seaman of the Jolin Nicholson, 
was charged with being absent from that 
vessel without leave, since the 20th instaut. 

His Wonsmrr sentenced the defeudaut to 
two weeks’ hard labour, and also ordered him 
to pay the costs of Court, $1.50. 

R, (orice) », Jous Cravy. 
Drunk and Riotous 

Defendant, a seaman of the Windhover, was 
charged with being drunk and breaking a 
window and door iu a brothel, in Hovgkew, 
the previous night. 

ied $1, and to, pay all expenses and 
ordered to return to his ship at once. 





Tune 23rd. 
R. (Pouce) v. Parztox O'BRIEN. 
__, Drunkenness. 
‘Defendant was found by the Police, conduct- 
ing himeelf in » very singular manner, being 





apparently sot im hig right senees,. Te, was 
ferwards found that he was suffering from 
delirium tremens. 


‘His Wonsutr sent him to prisou, where 

he would be taken proper care of, for 14 days. 
Tune 25th. 

R, (Captain Yexuey) v, Tomas Krxo, 

Absent without Leave and Refusal of Duty. 

Defendant admitted that he was guilty of 
both offences. 

‘Committed for fourteen days’ hard Ialour, 
aud to pay costs. 

R. (Surepnxe Orrice) v. Jouy Ctavy. 
Oharge of Petty Larceny.—Desertion. 
ndant, a stalwart but rather forbid- 
looking negro, was charged with stealing 
ty cents from a sampan coolie, and also 
with deserting from the ship IWindhover 
‘when on the point of for England. 
He was before the Court on Friday, charged 
with drunkenness and doing wilful damage in 
a house in Hongkew, for which be was fined, 
‘and ordered to go. ou board his ship at once, 
‘as abe was ready for sea. He did not return 

‘on board, and was ultimately apprehended. 
reference to the theft of the 90 cents, 
red that ono day last week the 
i pan to take him off 
to the ship, and on arriving alongside asked 
the fare, and was told ten ceuts. 
the coolie he had only a dollar, and asked 
for 90 centa change, Tne coolie unsuspecti 
Hraaed, him 90. conte, and. defen 
mediately got on board the ship 
down below. ‘The coolie followed him, and 
made a complaint, but was told to go below 
himself and find ‘the man, which of course 
be was unable to do. 
Mr, Tare informed. the Court, with re- 
spect to the charge of dovertion, Hat the 
Windhover was realy for sea on Friday mor- 
ning at the time the prisoner was in cu 
and. that he (Mr. Tapp) bad se tain 
Findlay on the subject, who detained the 
ship below the Jower ‘suchorage to await 
the defendant's return, Defendant did not 
return, and, the eaptain was obliged to obtain 
another mau in his.place, which he had great 
Aifficulty in doing because the crew consisted 
entirely of coloured meu, He, however, 
ultimately succeeded; aud. the. ship wont to 
sea, Deferidant’s clothes. and also the wages 
due him, amounting to $30, had beon sont 
to the Shipping Office, 20 that defendant could 
be maintained ashore for a time. 

Defendant, ou being asked what he had to 
sayin extenuntion of such misconduct, said 
he wanted his discharge from the ship, and 
the captain would not give it him. The 
captain alao,.threateued him, that, if he did 
not return, be would carry him on board, to 
‘which he (defendant) replied that if he was 
carried on board he would not do auy work. 

His Worsurr—I shall send you to prison 
for six weeks, and order you to pay the 
sampan coole 90 cents, and also the costs of 

ourt. 






















































June 26th, 
R. Roprars. 
T. Saxpox. 
E, Newaay. 
Absent without Leave, Drunkenness, and 

~ __, Refusal of Duty. 

Defendaiits areall soamen onthe John Nichol- 
son, anil were charged with the above offences. 
‘A fourth mav, THomAS Haanutos, was also 
summoned, but it was said he was too drunk 
to appear. - It was the old story ; the men 
wanted, their discharge ‘from the ‘ship, and 
because they could. not obtain their wi 
left the ship, got drunk ashore, and on return- 
ing used very bad language to Captain 
Cainpbell. 


R. (Captals Castrpecz) v. 





fourteeu days’ hard Inbour each, and to pay 
costs. 


R. (Rouice) v, Larner Roxtzo. 
‘Drankenness. 


Defendant, a seamatt of the..Rachel, was 
charged with being drunk aud tryiug to force 





‘His Woxsup. sent them to prison for} sur 






into a house on the Yang-king-pang, 
by removing the wooden bars in front of the 
door, He said that two of his shipmates 





were in the house and asked him to wait 

for them, but the people of the house turned 

him out, and when he was trying to get in 

again, the policeman took him into custody. 
Di ‘on payment of costs. 





June 27th. 
R. (Captain Camper) v. Tnomas Haamutow. 
Drunkenness and refusal of duty. 

Defendant, a seaman of the John Nicholson, 
was charged with the above offences. He 
was one of the four members of the samo 
crew, summoned on the previous day, but 
‘was said to be too drank to appear, 

‘The Chief Officer said that on Monday morn- 
ing he went to order the men to “turn to,” 
‘when four of them refused to work. Hamilton 
was one, aud told him (the chief officer) that 
ho would not work, “He war drank at the 

ime. 

Defendant said he was sick, and not drunk, 
It was true be received the summons on Mou 
day, but he could not come to Court because 
he was unable, He was taken out of the 
ship by the Police, and had been locked up 

lock on Tuesday morning. He 
was still sick, and could neither eat nor 
sleep ; but was quite willing to go to work as 
soon as he was able, 

"The Chief Officer gave defendant a good 
character, and eaid he had always couducted 
himself on board in a quiet and orderly man- 
ner until one day Iast.week, when tho crew 
had liberty to go ashore, since which time ho 
hhad been the worse for liquor. 

‘Defendant, who seemed to bo suffering 
baily from the effects of drink, again said he 
was willing to go to work as soou as he was 


































Worsmrr said it would be the best 
to. commit the defendant to prison for 
nd if there was anything the 
with him the doctor would att 
, however, defendant had expressed 
his ‘willingness to’ return to his duty when 
able, His Worship woult make 
the ‘eifect that if ho was pronoun 
work before the expi ‘of the fourteen 
@ays, he should be released and put on board, 
He mast pay costs. 
























Gxtragts. 








‘THE REBELLION IN JAPAN. 
‘There is very little war nows of importance 
in the papers brought by recent steamers ; 
‘and though fighting still goes on at iutorvals, 
it seems clear that the Government troops 
have succeeded in destroying the spirit of 
the rising, and that, in Satsuma, at least, 
peace cannot long be deferred. ‘That result 
Frould no doubt have a deterrent influence in 
other troubled districts, and lead to a general 
cessation of agitation throughout the Kimpire, 
‘The, Cosmopolitan Press of the 18th instant 
says the war news is happily meagre this 
74, kc indloaten the! begiauing of the 
the fighting still continues, it 

on with the same vigor as 
we result may be 
pected, King Sol being the enemy which both 
“ides Have to combat,—However on tho 8th 
instant, there was a great battle fought at 
‘Takashi in the province of Higo, and 600 of 
the insurgents were captured, the greatest 
number of prisoners taken by ‘either aide up 
to the present time,—they  alai ed a 
defeat at Minamata and mate eat to 

Oita in the province of Bi 


the 10th, a serious fight took 
lace 0. Both 
Tmperiatiats and insurgents appeared in force, 
there was no advantage gained by either 
rom the day's fighting. It was however 
continued on the 11th inst., but with no de- 
cisive result, ‘The Imperialists (police) mado 
fn attack on Idzumi and captured that place ; 
there was great slaughter and some prisone 
were taken. ‘The pl i 
































































danger to him ; 
tween Hiuga anc 
to make his plans for attack or defen 

‘The same paper of the 20th inst. hears 
frou n gouerally well-informed source, that 
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the Imperial commander-in-chief has notified 

war authorities that the forces now under 
Command are ample for his requirements 
ity exiata for further r 





a 
his 
infofedments. - On the 15th 
troops attackéd the Insurrectioniats at Sayeki, 
in the province of Bungo, but up to noon had 
‘pet gained avy advantage, when the intensé 
heat put « temporat on the wheel of 
carnage. ‘Two liours before sunset the attack 
was renewed; and it would appear as if the 
Insurrectionista had been taken by surprise 
aa they retreated several ri after an hou: 
fight, Whilst this warfare was ragit 
Bango, niore serious fighting was 
Minamata, in the provi 

the réliole took the initia 
the Government forces, but 
struggle of four hours’ duration 
pulsed with heavy loss. : 

On the 16th, fighting occurred at Sashiki, 
jn th provincs of Hugs, without auy delinite 
result, Next day, at daybreak, the Imperi 
inta simultaneously attacked the enemy in 
their three provincial strongholds, viz., Bungo, 
Higo and Hiuga. ‘Throughout ‘ 
day fighting continued, but the result bas not 
transpired. On the same day severe skirmish- 
ing took plac at Kagoshima which resulted 
in the Imperial 
fortifications which lined their right wing, 
and which have formerly affurded safo sbelter 
to the rebel sharpshooters, 

The Rising Sun says that on the 10th, 
Goueral Nodzu encamped ona hill about 10 
cho on this si Usuki, ‘The troops 
advanced in five divisions and fought. The 
rebéls fired on them from the houses in 
the streots, The two men-of-war di 
charged sh ‘The . rebels could not 

tand this and fled in the direction of 
Saiki, ‘They set fire to three or four places. 
The troops advan 


















were re- 






























‘at once and aided by 
coolies soon extinguished it, The rebels li 











many killed and wounded. General Nodza 
said that since the expedition against Osbiu 
‘and Dewa the Imperialists had never gained 







such a splendid victory. ‘The skill displ 
by the mnarinera cannot be too much p 
When the troops and rebels were engaged in 
battle, the shells passed over the heads o 
troops and burst am pat the rebels. 
rebels have quite cloared out of Bungo. Over 
40 on the side of the troops were wounded, 

ige of Hitoyoali 6,000 
were engaged int 
attack, and that after its fall 3,000 wer 
reported killed and wounded, Should this 
prove to be true, the carnage must have been 
terrible, as those defeated must also have 
auffered soverely. 

‘Mr, Oyatma, the late Kenrei of Kagoshima, 
arrived nt Nagasaki per Nagoya Maru, with 
about sixty other prisoners, ‘The: wisdom of 
ringing him to Nagasalc for trial may be 
guettoned but yowibly there are good reauone 
for the procedure which probably will be dis- 
closed as tho trial progresses, 

‘Tho Hiogo News of the 16th, says from 
Kagoshima nothing whatever of interest had 
Been received up to that date, The pro- 
ceedings of late in the North-East part of 
Kiushiu have perhaps excited the most 
interest, partly, uo doubt, from the geogra- 
phical position ‘being favorable for the intro- 
duction of excitement aniongst the ‘Tosa 

ple, of whose permanent quiesconce the 
Boe rhinent appears to continue to entertain 
ravest doubts, 

‘Thoro is little news regarding the Rebellion 
in tho Yokohaina papers, and none of later 
date than that given alove, The Herald, 

through a ¥: 
























































however, hears, ry of agencies, 
that the Government is anxiously endeavour- 
its greatly thinned army ; men 


aro engaged, especially in the north, offerin 
Vase of 4) ioe bo them $0 become police, 
men: squads are daily arriving in ‘Tokio, 
under the impression that they will only have 
i to perform, but when they are, 
ut into soldiers’ rot 
of being sent sonth to fall 
his satellites in fighting for 
¢ ry, many of them, natarally enough, 
protest agsinst such use beiug made of them, 
and not a few think it politic to decanp. It 
ethaps, superfluous to add that the 
inajority. do riot thivk it necessary to refund 
the bonus they have received. 
The Mail says the greatest disqnietude con- 
finw in Tosa, The ‘Government 














































rial | annouricement, for 


ta capturing several of the | ¥ 





and a collision may take place at auy moment. 
It is reported in the native journals that two 
thousand of the Tosa samurai have. “dis. 
appeared,” s most vague and unsatisfactory 








Gf these sudden vauishiogs being followed by 
unexpected manifestations. A’ number of 
Sateama samurai have also manageil to cross 
over to Sikoku, where also, it is said, Kirino 
hhas gone. In Suraga, the Tokugawa samurai 
are showing sigus of turbulence, and troops 
have been despatched thither. The Nicki 
Nichi Shimbun does not contain a single item 
of intelligence from the seat of war. The 
Chéya Shimbun states that great agitation 
prevails at Uwajima in Awa. From Chdshia 
there is no further news. 

‘the Herald saya that a few days ago, 
H, E, Iwakura, U-Daijin, sent a ci 



















according to the Aai-nichi 
bun, to'have addressed the mecting to this 
effect :—* The disturbances in the South-west 
do not appear likely to be put down i 
ti ‘he Goverment has now in project to 
force to send to the South- 
‘You will greatly serve the Government 
ing about 10,000 good soldiers among 
”” For some minutes, none 


























Teugth answered His Excellency and promised 
to send his Karei immediately to bis former 
dominions to raise a body of troops. All the 
other nobles then followed his example, and 
maile similar promises. 

‘The same paper says so disheartened aro 
the raw levies sent down to Kiushiu, by the 








boldness of the insurgents, that they hav. 
little or no stomach for fighting ; they have 
no heart in the business ; they have not been 


properly drilled as soldiers, and never con- 
templated acting as such, until shipped off by 
the Government to the theatro of war. The 
consequence of all this is numerous desertions, 
plenty of ‘“malingering,” and when they 
caunot succeed in running away from the 

wemy, they take the first opportunity of 
allowing themselves to be taken prisoners ; 
by thia means forces get porsession of 
continuous additional supplies of arms, aud 
considerable quantities of unexpended am- 
munition, and other war material, 

Tho Afait says since the commencement of 
the civil war, there haa been no time 80 
utterly barren’of intelligence as to the pro- 

ents in Kiushia, as the past week. 

ither received no 

news, oF are nob ted to publish what 
they'do know. That the rigid censorship of 
the Prose ig "by no means relaxed, i 

‘oved by the entire suppression of’ tho 

junmet Shinshi (formerly the Sod: Zasshi) 
‘and the Sémé Jijé, which papera had a 

irculation of about 3,000 each, and the future 
publication of which was, on the 13th instant, 
rohibited by the TOkiO Fu. From the little 
inforination that can be gleaned from various 
it would appear as though tho 

Imperialist commanders are unwilling to 
risk any further engagements with their 
ubiquitous antagonists, until their forces aro 
augmented by the arrival of fresh recruits. 
‘The only action worth remarking has been 
the burning down of Saigo's palace, just 
outside Kagoshima, Daring the cont 
‘an attack was mado by tho Satsuma men, 
who forced the Goveroment troops to retire 
‘with loss, OF Saigo’s movements nothing is 
known, but it is safe to affirm that neither 
he nor his army aro idle, or if so, that they 
‘are remaiuing idle to some purpose, Certainly 
it is not weakness in numbers that makes 
them avoid direct engagements, for we see 
that Kirino is in Hiuga with an army of 
19,000 men, Saigo is not the man to sacrifice 
lives in useless conflict, when his aims can bo 
better attained by delay that wearies and 
weakens his opponents far more seriously 
than indecisive engagements, Unfortunately 
every day adds to the weight of debt that is 
pressing so heavily on the suffering country ; 
every day brings nearer the time of national 
bankruptey. ‘The people are powerless in the 
iron grasp of a corrupt and pitiless despotism, 
from which they can only be liberated by the 
tinwearied efforte of men like Saigo. 

No defi 

tranap 

























































jovernment seized, to 
given up, all the arms in the possession of the 
saiurai of the province ; i 


les are not wanting | i 





great want of unity of opinion among the 
Various societies in the Ker. Nothing is 

ly known, but it would seem that the 
to distrust their 













said that many of the samurai ba 
over to Kinshiu and joined themsel 
Saigo. 





ENGLAND'S REPLY TO THE RUSSIAN CIRCULAR. 
Subjoined is the reply of the Earl of Derby 
to the Circular to the Powers issued by Prince 
Gortchakoff :— 
«Tae Eant or Denny 70 Lorp A. Lortus. 
“Foreign Office, May 1, 1877. 
“My Lonp,—I forwarded to your Excel 
Jenoy in my déspatel of the 24th at, a copy of 
Prince Gortchakoff’s circular despatch of the 
7th (19th) ult., announcing that the Emperor 
of Russia had’ given orders to his armiey to 
cross the frontiers of Turkey. 
Government have received 






panied it as ju 
taken. 

“The Protocol to which her Majesty's G 
vernment, at the instance of that of Russia, 
recently became parties, required from the 
Sultan no fresh guarautees for the reform of 
his administration, With a view of enablin, 
Russia the better to abstain from isolate 
action, it affirmed the interest taken in co 
mon by the Powers in the condition of the 
Christian populations of Turkey. It went on 
to declaro that the Powers would watch 
ostefully the mauner in which the promises 
of che Ottoman Government were carried into 
eect; and that, should their hopes onco 
i reserved to them- 


fying the resolution thus 























means which they might deem best fitted to 
secure the well-being of tho Christian popu- 
lations and the interests of the goueral peace. 
+o these declarations of the intentions of 
the Powers, the consent of the Porte was 
not asked of required, ‘Tho Porte, no doubt, 
lias thonghtfit—unfortanately, in the opinion 
of her Majesty's Government—to protest 
against the expressions in question a8 i 
plying an encroachment on the Sulta 
Sovereiguty and independence, But,while #0 
doing, and while declaring that they cannot 
consider the Protocol as having any binding 
character on Turkey, the Turkish Goverament 
havo again affirmed their intention of carrying 
into execution the reforms already promised. 

“* Hor Majesty's Government cunnot there, 
fore ‘admit, as is contended by Prince Gortch- 
ako§,, that the answer of the Porte removed 
all hope of deference on ita part to the wishes 
and advice of Europe, and all security for tho 
application of tho suggested reforms. Nor 
are they of opiuion that the terms of the noto 
necessarily precladed tho possiblity of the 
conclusion of peaco with Montenegro, or of 
the arrangement of mutual disarmament, 
Her Majesty’s Government still believe that, 
with patience and moderati ides, 
these objects might not improbably have 
been attained. 

“Prince Gortchakoff, however, assorts that 
all opening is now closed for attempts at 
conciliation ; that the Emperor has resolved 
toundertake the task of obtaining by cocreion 
that which the unanimous efforts of all the 
Powers have failed to obtain from the Porte 
by persuasion ; and he expressess his Imperial 
Miajesty’s conviction that this step is in 
accordance with the seutimeuts and tho 
interests of Europe, 

“Jt cannot be expected that hor Majesty’s 
Government should agree in this view. ‘They 
have not concealed their feeling that the 
Presence of Jango. Rossin forces on, the 
frontiers of Turkey, menacing its safety, 
rendering disarmament impossible, and 
exciting a fecling of apprehension and 
fanaticiem amoug the Mussulman population, 
constituted a material obstacle to internal 
pacification and reform. ‘They cannot believe 
that the entrance of. those armies oa Turkish 
soil will alleviate the difficulty, or improve 
the condition of the Christian population 
throughout the Sultan's dominious. 

“But the course on which the Russian Go- 
vernment has entered, involves graver and, 
more serious considerations. Itisin contraven- 
tion of the stipulation of the ‘Treagy of Pari’ 
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of March 30, 1858, by which Russia and the | 
other signatory Powers engaged, each on its 
‘own part, to respect the independenceand the | 
territorial integrity of the Ottoman Empiro. | 
In the Conferences of London of 1871, at the | 
close of which the above stipulation, with 
‘others, was again confirmed, the Russian | 
Plenipotentiary, in oommon with those of the | 
other Powers, signed a declaration affirming | 
“an essential principle of the law of 
that no Power can liberate itself from 
the engagements of a treaty, nor modify the 
stipulations thereof, unless with the consent 
of the coutracting parties by means of an 
ieable arrangement.’ 

‘notion against Turkey on h 
own port, and having recourse to arms with- | 
out further consultation with 
Einporor of Russia has separated himself from 
the European concert hiitherto maintained, ; 
and has at the same time departed from the 
rule to which he himself had solemuly recorded | 
hia consent. | 

“Itis impossible to foresee the consequences | 
of such an act. Her Majesty's Government | 
would willingly have refrained from making ! 
any observations in regard to it, but as Prince ) 
Gortebakoff seems to assume, in a declaration | 
addressed to all tho Governments of Europe, | 
that Russia is acting in the interest of Great 
Britain and that of tho other Powers, they 
fool bound to state, in a manner equally 
formal and public, that the decision of tho 
Ruesian Government is not one which can 
havo their concurrence or approval.—I am, &e. 


(Signed) “Denny,” 
































LATE TELEGRAMS. 
(From the “ Daily Press.”) 
London, 15th Juno. 
‘Aftor continuous fighting, Suleiman Pacha 
has succeeded in forcing the Duga pass, 
Sir Stafford Northcote has confirmed 
report that Russia will not attempt to inter- 
fete with the navigation of the Suez Canal 


16th June. 

‘Tarkish troops have-crossed over to Kodor, 
whero they wore met by Cossacks, whom 
they defeated. 

‘Ahmed Muktar Pacha is in a trongly 
eutrouched position at ; his right wing 
‘confronts the Russian left wing at Alaschgerd. 

‘Che ‘Turkish troops that recaptured Ol 
from the Russians aro now advancing on 
Pennok. 




















17th Juno. 
‘Tho right wing of the Turkish Army it 
Asia Minor has takon the offensive against 








‘Tho Russians have been making repes 
attacks on Kars, but in every instance ha 
been repulsed by the defenders, 

18th June. 

‘A. despatch received from Aimed Muktar 
Pacha announces that the Russians have been 
defeated at Alaschgerd and Plaimla, 

‘There is no news feom the seat of war on 
the Danube, 

Tt is semi-oficially atated at St. Petersburg 
that mediation is impossible aud has never 
been proposed. 





20th Ju 

Servia disclaims any intontion of declaring 
her independence. 

‘Phe French Chamber of Deputies has 
adopted a voto of want of confideuco in the 
Ministry, and will probably be dissolved to- 
morrow. 





21st June. 
Eight, Russian batteries have commenced 
Dombarding the forts round Kar 
The loft wing of tho Russian troops ia 
marching towards Kuprikos. 





2nd June. 

‘The Turks have been defeated at Deli Baba 
and compelled to fall back on Erzeroum. 

‘Consols are falling in London in consequence 
of a report that Government intends to ask 
for additioual credit for armaments. 

24th June, 

‘The Turks have recaptured Bayazid ; prev- 
ao thoir recent defeat they Bad xeosived 
reinforcements at Deli Baba. 

The Frensh Senate has adopted a proposal 
for dissolution. | 

St. John’s, New Brunswick, has been almost | 
completely destroyed by fire; the damage 











| 


(San Francisco Chronicle. ) 

A telegram from Erzeroum, dated May 234i, 
says Moukhtar Pasha is again making a 
fisnk movement on Tzarkabatcha. The Turks 
hitherto encamped at Karrakaliesa have fallen 
Back upon Toprak-Kalch. A great concen- 
tration of Turkish troops is being effected near 


Erzeroum. 
London, 24th May. 
‘The Berlin correspondent of the T'imes an- 
nounces that during the past few weeks mea- 
sures have been adopted for the gradual 
mobilization of the whole Russian army to 
crush Turkey by superi Russia 
will probably put off an attempt to cross the 
Danube in force till the middle of June. 
London, May 25th. 
A telegram from St. Petersburg says in- 
telligence has been received from Karakalissa 
that the Turks, having received considerable 
reinforcements, intend assuming the offensive. 


Pesth May 25th. 















Roumania’s reply to Count Andrassy’s note 
reapecting the free navigation of the Danube 
was unsatisfactory. The Austrian Govern- 
mont replied in energetic terms that it is not 








posed to recognize Roumania as a belli- 


gerent. 
London, May 25th. 

‘The question whether the Roumanian army 

an advocated by the 







Government has informed the Roumauian 
Ministers that it feels a friendly interest in 
das Roumania lias now at- 
deuce, it eannot see why 








thing else. 
‘A special from Berlin reports that some 
of the Russian squadron, which left 
America with sealed orders, will return to 
Gronstadt, aud others will anchor before 
ibraltar to intercopt neutral ships carrying 
arms and ammunition for Turkey. 
Nikopolis, 25th May. 
There was a brisk engagement neat thi 
place to-day between Turkish ironclad 
the Russian fortifications. ‘The Turks de- 
stroyed the earthworks and the enemy re- 
treated, leaving forty dead on the field, 
Vienna, May 25th. 
Tho Abend Blatt says Thursday's de- 
onstration in Constanti 






















ry and the recal 
‘The Sultan fled toa fortress 
‘on the Asiatic side, The military di 
the crowd, wounding many. ‘The Chi 
fied out of the city, and inany Europeans took 
refuge on board of ships, The consternation 


was general, 
London, 27th May. 

Subscriptions are being raised in Berlin for 
wounded Russians, and large sums are com- 
ing iu, The Court and the highest aristocracy 
favor the collection, 

‘A correspoudent in Vienna telegraphs 
that a Brouch Syndicate, headed by L. 
Fremey, has offered the Porte a lo 
150,000,000 franes in cou 


produce of Turkish mines, It has 
anew loan of £2,000,000, which shall serve 
as the foundation for the new intended issue 
of £6,000,000 console. 
‘he ‘turks have about 70,000 men in the 
neighborhood of Krzeroum, and about 70,000 
at Kars, It is impossible to give a reliable 
account of the number of guns, as those sent 
from Constantinople may be still at Tre- 
bizonde or on the road. All signs indicate 
that the Russians intend to attack Moukbtar’s 
osition by two flank movements, one from 
the line of Artum and Ardanusch, and the 
other from Bayazid. ‘The Turks are already 
fortifying Erzing in anticipation of being 
forced to leave Erzeroum. A revolt in the 
Caucasus can be productive only of petty an- 
noyance, in view of the precautions adopted. 
"The advance of the Russian army is closely 
followed by another army of civil function- 
aries, so that by the time the Russian Com- 
manders get to Erzeroum, all of that Pashalik 
of the river Chorak will be Russian property. 
‘Whe districts of Sturagel, Bayazid and Dyadin 
are already under Russian administration, 
‘That Erzeroum will be permanently occupied 


Midhat Pasha. 

















































done is estimated at $5,000,000. 








is the conviction 
Fitative circles in 

‘The Tarks have in Widdin about 60,000 
men and thirteen batterie i 
men and four batteries ; in Bregova, 2,000 
men and two batteries ; and twelve battalions 
at Sofia, with six batteries ; and 4,000 Bashi- 


nly expressed in autho- 
ties 








Bazouks further down the Danube. 1 
Rassians will probably cross in force betwe 
Orsova and Nikopolis, and again between 





Sistova and Rustchuk, To oppose this the 
‘Turks have at Orsova five battalions and one 
battery ; at Nikopolis, eight battalions aud 
two batteries and about 2,000 cavalry, besides 
4 garrison of 2,000 men at Sistova, and. five 
battalions and one battery at Rustehuk. 
¢ is a field army of 56,000, with 64 gun 
ilistria, 32,000 men ; at Shumla, 52° bat 
talious and one battery and at Varna about 20 
battalions, The left wing of the field army 
is 45,000 to 60,000 strong and rests on Wi 
din, ‘twenty thousand men garrisoning the 
fortress, and the centre reste on Rustehuk, 
where the garrison is also 20,000, ‘The right 
wing in the Dobrudsha will consist of 45 
men, to be made up of forces from Silistria 
and Varua, each of which will retain a gar- 
ison of 16,000. A reserve of sixty-four 
battalions is to be formed at Shumla, which 
would bring the ‘Turkish field army up to 
220,000;; but of titese 64,000 reserves are as 
yet'in the future, ‘The Danube is still too 
swollen to attempt tho construction of a 
bridge, ‘The destruction of another ‘Turkish 
monitor in the Matchin channel will tend to 
further paralyze the efforts of the Turks to 
obstruct Russian operations by means of the 
Danube fotil 

“Mukhtar Pasha telegraphs that the Rus- 
siang are making a forward movement from 
various sides, Ho also reports several small 
engagements, especially in the neighborhood 
of Kary, all renulting favorably forthe Turk, 
and claims that the Russians in taking 
Ardaban lost 6,000 men, 

Since the Czar returned to St. Potersburg 
he has shown such excitement and uueasiness 
as to cause great fears for his health. He 
constantly expresses at the 
meagreness of news. as induced his 
physicians to recommend his return to the 

‘any rate until some decisive victories 
are obtained. It is not yet decided whether 
undertake supreme command, His 
physicians oppose this idea. 
London, 27th May. 

A Bucharest correspondent ‘recounts the 
destruction of the Turkish monitor as follows : 
It was one of the most daring deeds ever 
recorded, A small detachment of Russian 
‘soldiers left the northern shoro of the Danube 
ina number of small boats, ‘The night being 
very dark they managed to surround the 
monitor before being discovered. When finally 
observed by the seutries on board they 
were challenged. ‘The Major replied. ‘We aro 
‘Turkish friends.” ‘The Turks not being satia- 
fied commenced firivg in tho direction of 
Matchin, not knowing where tho boats camo 
from. During tho firing soveral Russian 
soldiers plunged into the water, swam silently 
to the vessel, and placed a torpedo in close 
coutact with her bottom. After it had been 
securely fastened the men returned to the 

fore, ‘The monitor was blown into the air 
and ail on board perished. 

Chicago, 28th Me 
Times’ London special says 
English Government regards the pr 
situation as a crisis of the war. Little of 
real movements are permitted to reach 






















































































, while the Danubian 
tandstill, has thrown 


nizing the Turks. ‘The Englisl 
‘at Constantinople has been sendiug news for 
‘a week, which leaves England no alternative 
but war. 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Jone 30, 1877. The 2.-C. Beraly and &. C. & C. Gasette. 657 
COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


SHANGHAI, 29ru JUNE, 1877. 








Aprivats.—Tho steamers @lenorehy, Altona and Nanking from London, and Menelaus from Liverpool. 





PIECE GOODS.—Tho past weck has witnessed greater activity, and a atll farther improvement in our market for all pain Cotton 
textiles, eaving only some of the lower counts aud descriptions of Grey and White Shirtings and 7-Cloths ; but Fancy Goods have not 
been much wanted, and Woollens have barely held their own. 

‘The news from Tussrstx has continue favourable, and even Cnzroo shews signs of revival, having been brought back to life and 
hope by the abundant wheat harvest which the people of that region have just secured. The letters from Cutvxiaxo, algo, although 
they do not report any abatement of the locust plague, are more cheerful ia tone, and speak more hopefully of the future, while farther 
up the river the latest advices make more doing. Jara, however, continues an enigma, for, while the orders from that country are 
increasing in number and importance, scarcely a steamer arrives here that does not bring back supplies of the required commodities. 

‘An event has occurred this week which is worthy of more than a passing notice. By order of the Mixep Court, a parcel (1,850 
pieces) of 10-1b, Grey Shirtings, for the clearance of which judgment was, a few weeks since, obtained against the native buyer, has been 
fold by Public Auction, Is this to be accepted as an earnest that that ‘Letter administration of justice,” foreshadowed in the “*Chefoo 
Conveution,” is really to be vouchsafed to the foreigner? If so, then, on this point at least, our Chamber of Commerce's letter to its 
London Corn fate although it was, is premature. Be that as it may, however, the above event is a novelty in MIXED COvRT 
justice, and, being of welcome interest to every foreigner concerned in the Piece Goods tradi specially recorded. 

Groy Shirtings—6 and 7-1bs.—At low prices ouly will the trade look at these, and, on not a few of the latter weight, a heavy allowance 

as hind to be made for mildew, while others have been unconditionally rejected, their Gold ends being of a lively green and the color of 
itself being “brick red.” 8{-1bs,—For Dewhurat’s Bagle XX a buyer has given ls. 1.90 per piece, but the ordiuary run of this 

i still quoted ls, 1.88,per piece, and the holders of best chops geuerally have, in most instances, had to be contented with the 

sete eral Tess reall dey Mor 1b every faspoct of tha good welltaas to good akan that shows an edvance is valee, bot on the whole, 
Wo think these (aud they have been most sought after) have improved during the week. The market, however, is not particularly 
strong, and it has happened that when buyers could not get. their purchases out of an importivg vessel soon enough for their purposes, 
they have repudiated their coutracts, As to the lowest qualities, it is only necessary to say, that where sales have taken placo they have 
been on better terms for the seller, and Mildews have been sold at an advance of 2 cands, or a0 per piece. In heavy Shirtiugs most 
Dusiness has been done at auction, and the particulars will be found below under the heading ‘ Miscellaneous.” Sales of all weights 
‘estimated at between 70,000 and 80,000 pieces. 

White Shirtings.—Good and true 64-reeds have continued to engross the dealers’ attentions, and Dewhurat’s Tueping Eagle bas been 
taken ex the Glnovehy, just arived, at the lat quotation of Ti. 2.10 per plese, There have been other sales of Lown goods ex that 
vessel at from ‘ls. 1.92 up to Tis. 1,974 per piece, and the dealers seemed disappointed when they found the stock of uusold cargo 
almost exhausted. ‘The estimated busivess given in our last report was within the facts. ‘The total exceeded 22,000 pieces. 


{T-Cloths.—There is uo change to note in the nature of the demand which has run almost exclusively ou the better makes of Mexican 
Tand Gis, Bat these have been in steady request, and oliers of both their tacks being wu redueed—have succeeded in raising the 
quotations. MT. Dewhurat’s XX 7-Ibs, has been sold at Tis. 1.44, which is an advance of 2 cauds. per piece, aud all about that 
standard have improved to a like extent.—Ordinary Mexicaus are better also, but it is still a matter of difficulty to dispose of 
14x 16 counts, and in no case has the Lasis of Tis. 1.0.5 for Dewhurst’s T. been improved upon, 

Drills.—Americon—Tuo movement in these, noted last week, led to the ordering of « supply from, Hongkong, where they wero laying in 
a iineso, and they wore all (about 4,600 pieces) sold to arrive at ‘Tis, 2.99 for P-M.C-D.» and ‘Tis. $89 for Luconias.” In Lngloh there 
hig alo eon a fait Dusiness-eay 15,000 pieces at about Ts. 1.85 per piece for good ordinary: 14-1bs; sowe very tive cloth selling at 
‘ls, 2.45 and‘ Dutch. —These have been asked for only occasioually, but in the al ‘of sales we cannot give 












































































Touns.—Transactions in English, aggregating 9,000 piece, are reported a prices ranging from ‘Tis, 1.98) a 15 for ordinary to fair medium 
‘up to Tle, 1.90 for best qualities. ‘The demand was pretty animated while it lasted, but the excitemout seems to have died out again, 
American P-M.C.J. is still quoted at Tis, 2.30 per piece. 

Shootings.—There have been 600 Bales (12,000 pieces) American Sheotings sold to arrive ex the “Coldstream,” from New York, aud 

nother sailing vessel ; but we are uot in a position to say more about the eales than that the Judian Head portion of the coutracts has 

‘aased into the hands of the Northern-men at ‘Tis. 3.10 per piece. ‘The market has beon bared of English makes at, Tis, 2.0 per 

for ordiuary 14-Ibe,, and the Auction particulars given below shew that Dragon 15-Ibs. is worth ‘Tis, 2474 per piece. Of American 

Continentals some 3,600 pieces have come from Hongkong aud realised Ts. 2,62 per piece, 


Fancy Cottons.—Business in Velvets on a fair scale is again recorded, but prices have slightly favored buyers. There has also been a 
‘suuall Tot of 18-in. Veloeteens taken, and 2,000 doz. blue 28 in. Handkerchiefs at, Ti. 0.483 per doz, nett are reported, but the great bulk. 
of goods under this denomivation have been very difficult to move, and prices for all are nominal, . 

Woollons.—Camtets continue to decline in value, and the auctions more than supply the wants of the trade, Spanish Stripes remain as 
Defore, with perhaps a slight turu in favor of buyers, but a reaction in Long Ells has set in, and although the demaud is not active the 
market seems steadier, aud there are few private sellers on the basis of the advanced figures paid at last Tuesday's auction, Lastings are 
rather higher in value, but in limited request ouly. Figures and Lustres generally are neglected. 








































0.8. earet | eatin, | oreo, | Orage. | ast. | Waite, | Forte, { Black, [Drown, 

























Camlets, Retail prices... 13.0.5 12.8.0 | 11.40 | 13.0.0 in 11.4.0 
Long Ell ” 645 i | 6.5.0 6.7.5 i 6.9.0 i 7.0 
Spanish Stripes, 4, 0.5.13! 10.5.1 | 0.5.6 | 0.5.3 | 0.6.0! 0.5.6 10.5.1 








White’ Purple. } Black. |Brown' Mauve. ‘Lt. Gt. | Sal '. 


1 {Par 
12.824 fiss7-s0)) 1,020 


Kis-Mixo, | Scarlet. !Dk, Blue, 


Gentian. | Green. |Orange. |Ash. 
Auction 26th iustant. | — | —| | 























Camlets C.P.HL. p. pee, 1,13.024/06 12.10/25 | 12.90/274) - 

Long Ells yyy), GAl/G.97 , 6.71/6.68, 7.00/7.05. 6. 720 

Lasting Lion yyy : fae fl ie ar 
+» Elephant 5, 15! 

Yorw-Foxe, 28th inst. a 

Camlets 8.8.6. p. pee. 600 

Sp. Stripes I'T.B. p. yd.,, =” 
‘MISCELLANEOUS. | { 

Camlets Lion p. pee. .12.30/328 20 











Spanish Stripes per yd. ,,| 
ul 





Averiox. axes. oF Corrox Goops— 
«* Ful-Sing.”—25th instant— 
Gney Sumrixcs—8}-Ibs., 5,000 pieces, at Tls. 1.364 a 1.37.3 for C.P.H. Green Lion, Ts. 1.633 @ 1.644 for Red Lion, aud 7-lbe. Blue 
Lion, 1,250 pieces, at Tis. 1.184 a 1.19] per piece. Watrre Srots—Dewhurt’s Eagle, 50 pieces, at ‘Ils. 1.90. per piece, VeLvErs— 
Black, 22-inch, Lie Woman, 125 pieces, at 11. 0.15} a 0.15.33 per yard. Gesrian Suunrixcs—Dewhurts's Eagle, 250 pieces, ab 
‘Te. 1:904 1.90'per piece. 
“ Van Loong.” — 

Grey Satatrxcs—6-lbs. Lie Eagle, 250 pieces, at Tl 0.99} per piece. T-Croras—7-lbs., 750 pieces, at Tis. 1.18} for Two Cash, 
‘Dis. 1:13 for Buterfly. Drttis—I4-lbs. Dragon, 500 pieces, at Tis. 1.72} for Common, Tis, 1.80} for Best, Sueerixcs—5-lbs, 
Dragon, 250 pieces, at Tis. 2474 per piece. Jesvs—S-lba, Peacock, 250 pieces, at Tis. 1.35 per piece, Veuvers—Black 22-inch, 
Lie Woman, 150 pieces, at TL 0.15 a 0.15.05 per yard. : 4 
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'—26th instant— 

‘Grex Surmrixcs—8}-Ibs., 6,050 pieces, at Tis. 1.654 for Golden Lion, Tis. 1.643 a 1. 
Mls, L12t @ 1.124 for Green Ram, ls. 1.27 forRed Ram, Tis. 1.40} 

1.79 per piece. Jeaxs—S-lbs..Green Peacock, 500 pieces, at Tis 








‘MiscentaNzous— 
Grey Suserixcs—S{-Ibs., 12,000 pieces, at Tis. 1.074 ¢ 1.10 for common, TI! 
median quality Mildewed ; 9 a 9f- 

2.264 per piece, and 7-Ibs., 1,300 piec 











for Rel Lion, T-Cuoras—7-lbs., 3,700 
Sun. Datuis—it-lbs, Green Peacock, 
‘@ 1.35} per piece. 


1.134 a 1.149 for good common, Tis. 1.344 a 1.348 for fair 
bs-, 1,000 ‘pisces, at Tis. 2.04 a 2.21} per piece, and 93 ani 10-Ibs., 2,850 pieces, at-Ts. 1.00 a 
‘at Tis. 1.00 a 1.05§ per piece. Warre Sutetixcs ~60-reei, 350 pieces, at Tk 





1.35} 


T35t Ber biesel “Wurre Seors -100 pieces, at Tis. 1.90 por plese. Torney Rep Casronics—1,000 pioces, at Tis. 1.074 a 1.42 for 
1355 or Ei fouts, la, 1.545 « 1.70 for 2] and 2h-ibs. Fisherman aud Crest Chops, best. Dovsiue Puwsrz0 T-Crorus ~350 pieces, at 


‘Vis. 1.89.a 2.264 per piece, Ficureo Lusraes—540 pieces, at Tia, 3.13¢ « 3.144 per piece. 































































































































































































QUOTATIONS—Dory Pawn. Dory.* : QUOTATIONS—Durr Par. Dory. 
bia Grey Sareriner - a Tham. c. L 0 yas ry . Th m. ce. 
Ibs, 39 in, 33; 4 .0.5 |) || Lastixes, ‘Per Che 
 eseadeenect E || Cnare Lasrixos, } 0.05} ache” 
Downie Bagi 
@ 8h Ibs. : 
D. Eagle X.X. : 0.2.0 per pee. 
asic ; 
@ 10-1 
Dewhurst 10 ]f O08 Per pos 
@. H. Wiire Swine 
40 yau. é 5 
60 roed 0 ” 
64 5 
64 5, Heat & 66 U 0 5 
66 G80 reed. 9 | " 
Best 0 Srnars Tis, Fong Hing. 
Damas, Au. 31) O10 Fok Chok. “ 
Ringlish, ” 0 yA. ” Common chops. 
jo, Kine to Finest 5 Sreet. .. 
Dutch, 13 a 144-11 0 if Bamboo ” 
Beat, 80y 0|) 0.0.7k Jarax Corren, 
” 5 } Slab, 
ann 0 0 . 
S nerivus— 00.8 | Hoor Inox 
Anr., 40yds. 36.0 38in,151bs, om.2,9.0 0 ss Led | Pio Iron. 
Bag, ys 14a 161bi Dy 2.5.0 Nartzop Inow. 
T.Cuorns— Dawes’ Best 
Gelbs, 2Ayda, 6 2 H. Rogers,Sons & Uo. 
Tbs, 24yde. 5 5 Belgian, 
Gelbs, Mex... ise as. 
Tilda y LMT 5 Bar—Daw: 
8 to 8{-lbs. oe, ed 0 Round. 
Botter kinds and XX 1.7.0 5 Leap B. 
Hanvenourers— ‘Common Bran 5 
Blue 28 a 31 4.6 4, 0.6.0, Corrox, Common, nom. @ 
sown. 4.0 4, 04-2 Medium .. ” 0 0 
Srorrep Suintinas, White ¥ po.1.8.0 ,, 19.5 Best 3 12.0.0 7,124.0 
Ny 2.0, 2.3.0 Svoar— 
Brooaves—White,40y 9.0", 2.0.0 White,Swatow, No.l 4) 5.8.0 , 6.0.0 
Dyed : 6.0 5, 28.5 1» 5.0.0 ,, 5.6.0 
Danasxs, Dyed, 40 yds... 5. 4405, 5.0.0 
Gawrian Suintinas % 48:05, 540 
Ourvtz—Assorted 1 42.05, 4.6.0 
Blue 0.07 3.6.0 4, 4.0.0 
Brows 4 M ” Brown, Swatow, Beat 2.5.0 ,, 3.0.0 
Scarlet cscs yyy Mek ‘Common 2.0.0 5, 2.5.0 
Prunny Twints—24/25 yids, | vy Canton 2.5.0 ,, 3.0.0 
50/52, 0.0.7 per 30 yds. a 1.6.0}, 20.0 
b: wy Best... 5 || Peeren —Blacl S50 cs i 
‘T. Reps, 24yd.2a31b,32in.nom. if it 12.0. . ” 
eae 0.1.5 per pee. “| Rarraxs—Comme 2.8.05, 3.2.0 
YVenvers—Black, 22 . 01s 1 3.2.0 ,, 3.5.0 Fy 
Vutvereexs—Biack, 18 in.,, Ons 4 3.6.05, 4. 
26 in. RES Sarax Woop — 
Buve Dewins 0.0.34 per 30 yas. 3 pieces to 2.8.0, 3 an0 
Dmurins, 12 yds, 37 0.0.6} per 5 oy wy oy & i 18. cer we 
41ii MAGE Per pee. SaxpAtwoop, South Sea ,, 3.4. 
Mostins, 12 yds 0.0.35 Timor... 5, 9.0.0 04.0 
Yanx—Corrox— 0.7.0" per pel. | Malabar.. 5, 16.5. 
Canteens, Engl | Maxonove Bars So 0.7.0 0.08 
|) Fuusr Sroxzs .. 2 O85 oie 
is 0.0.5 || tCoats,cdif(toarrive)) 5, 7.8.0 
: Duteh on. THs. Atmerican sesso 9.0.0 
Mepiom & Bxuan CLorus 54.0. J Sydney (B 7.0.0 
Srawrst Srusres Fs Newoastle,x.s.W. 675 O08..pee be: 
» » 1604 ‘Takasima (large). 6.0.0 f° O05.:per tow: 
* nO oO (dust). 4.5.0 
Loxa Enis— Japan. | eee 
Scarlet, Myra. UH nom, ¥ pe.6 Formosa. 3 450 
» OPH a Waspow Grass— 
2 UU y Large pr box. 2.9.0 0.1.5 per box 100 
ee i Small“. 9 245 yy 7% 
+ Assorted, H Nomi... 
» CRA . 
» GG » 
» UU soy 




















* Haikwan Syces Tis. 100=Shanghai Currency Tis. 111.40. + Cargo quotations, 














FREIGHTS.—A fair business has been transacted during the fortnigh*; but quietness prevails at the close. Vessels are wanted for the 


Nacasixt coal trade at $2.50 per tov, for Keewuxc at $2.75 per ton, and for Foocuow at $4.00 per registered ton. 


COALS.— Tho quotations noted to-day give a decline all round on those furuished on this day fortnight, and the market is now weak. 
COTTON.—The market has been stationary, and quotations are unchan; Buying has almost ceased, but the honge shew no sign of 


Towering prices. ‘The growing crop is thriving well, the, weather now being everything that can be desired for it. 
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this article has been lifeless. At Foochow, by last accounts, there was a fair sale for the article, but 
METALS. Hand iailable, holders here have not been ablo fo take adveataye of thas market Ton has fartier vanced nod fa sil 
wanted, but Tin Plates Awe gone out of favor again, and quotations are weak, at a decline of 5c. per box on those ruling last week. 
For Nail-Rod Iron the market las been very quiet throughout, and quotations are purely nominal. ‘a 
HANGE.—The market has been fairly steady duriog the week, but at the close rates are not so strong and may bo quoted 44. 
— hegemegien touched. Bank paper is now selling at ‘be, 6d,, and Private Bills are wanted at Se. 534. @ Se. 940, On India, 
the business reported is small, ‘There are sellers of Telegraphic Trausfers at Rs, 3093, and Drafts on demand at Rs. 310}. On 
Hongkong, a few transactions have taken place at 25} a 253 per cent. i 


Statement of Imports and Deliveries of Cottons and Woollen Piece Goods for the week ending 27th Juno, 1877, 
compiled from the ‘‘ Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 139 to 144, both Nos. inclusive. 


























. | Re-Exrorts axp Tax Desrivaioy. 














co tilslelalflalglal id 
g)4a/a)/2]2]4 3 4 
3/2)2 A 
rlalelasalel bial e & 
Grey Shirti 
T-Cloths 





White Shirtings 
Drill 





528823 















ico 
Spanish Stripes 

fedium aud Br 
Gm . 


igi ys! gi ea gs 





| 






































‘STOOKS AT DATE, BASED ON 
‘Dauivenres, Iurorrs, Cuammer oF Commence Returns paren 
Ast Jaw., 1877, 





Goovs. ] 
| For Year For Year 
For the Week, | From lat Jany. | For the Week, | trom tet Jany. | *At date 1 Agaings 
ABT. 187, Estimated. 28th June, 1870, 





Hl | 

2,947,796 | 1,414,600 | 257,800 
382} 508,400, 334,000 

121,900 | 31,500 

126,100 83,700 











Dyed SI F 
Brocades and Spotte: 









Spanish Stripes 
fedium and Broad Cloths 
ramlets 














Figured 








3,481 

” Crape 50 
Lead in Pigs 1,034 | 2,312 
Tron—Nail Roi 1,552 | 11,661 




















* Exch 





of Import Cargoes ex Galley of Lorne, Cathay, Menelaus, Glenorchy, Altona, Nankin, several 
Coasters, and of sundry Re-exports. 
t Differences—excess—between the stocks of goods sold and unsold on 3lst December last, as shown by the tables compiled by 
myself, and those given in the list issued by the “Chamber of Commerce” on 17th January last. See “Shanghai Trade Report,” 
No. 253, p. 3. | The estimated stocks at date, as above tated, are based upon the list issued by the Chamber of Commerce ; but that, 
in several of the more important. items, is believed to be incorrect, inasmuch as certain Chinese, who were heavy holders, were’ not called 
upon for, and did not render any Returns at the close of last year. Thus the basis being faulty, the euperstructure is imperfect, and 
these diferences must be added to it by the concerned, if they would know the actual position o stocks, at dale, or the closest 
approximation thereto that can be made with the resources at the command of the public. 
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hah SESE DOSS 


EXPORTS. 


SILK.—Nearly a month has olapsed since the New Silk commenced to arrive at this port and business to the extent of somo 65 bales han at 
asi been dono, ‘The market opeued a day or two, since with, the purchase of Buffalo chop No, 2, Beautifal Woman No, 2, Danciug 
ast been gousd Double Pieenix No. 2 Tsatlees at Ts, 15 a 420, and S.S.S. Dollar chop at Tis. 390." ‘The two largest native holders— 
vie" the owners of the Blae Elephant and Gold Lion chops have,’ it appears, failed to come to term auy further buying that 
Wed orobably have taken place to a small extent Zor the first steamer, has been prolgbited by the farther edvauce demanded by the 
re ere ea the rates above quoted. The silkmen generally will be unwilling to buy in the country with the knowledge that one firm 
Camamtr the market here ; prices are certain to be stiffer for a time from the mere fact that opening rates in Shanghai are considerably 
Tinker than fooked for, and although arrivals may possibly be om an increased scale as compared, with the last two or three week, the 
isl tfetige that Continental buyers are unable to ship will tend to increase the indecision of these Chinamen who as yet are uniutercated 
in the now rop. | Opening prices are nearly. Te. 90 per cul higher than last season's, and about on a par with thove ruling for the 
ane att Jule 1876, Settlements of new silk are 65 bales agsiust 8,000 bales last: year, and some 30 balee of ‘old ro-reele have been 
taken 98 Ts Y3g «410. Acrivals are within 2,500 bales against 20,000 bales last year. Stocks are 2,400 bales of ne 

,000 of old cargo. 
































COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 
Jose 30, 1877. 





Anmivats.—(Not reported above)—June 23rd, British schooner Rachel, 24th, British ship Black Adder, both from Sydney 5 





ie Py "June 20th; American schooner Ada Wiewell, from New Zealand. 3 
Durarvones,—(Not reported above)=Jane 2ith, British ship. Windloeer, 26th, British steamer Glengyle, 28th, British steamer 
ws 1: ‘Gordon Castle (from Hankow, passed Woosung) all for London. 






‘The French mail steamer Hoogly takes 75 bales of Stux. 
G nionths? sight, 58, 5d.@ 5s. 5hd. First-class Credits to Bank, 5s, 54d. Private.and Documentary, - 









fexciraxor.—On London, Bank Bil 








{35 SL Ow Paris, Bank, rs, 6.8%. Private, Fra, 6,00. “On India—Bombay Banke Rs, 3004 4 310 | Calontta Banky: Tea goo} a 310. oa 
{Fvakong, Bante ills, demand, 254 per cent. discount, Private, 15 days sight, 26. Gold Bars, Pie, 181-00. Bar Silver, Sb. ‘Ils, 111,25, 
oats one itars, Shanghai ‘Tis. 75.275 per 100. Carolus, Sh. Tis. $6.50 per 100.._ Copper Casb, 1,490 per tael. 


) Suanes—Messrs, J P. Bisset & Co. report to-day, says: — 

Sra ee ee shares changed hanls at 35 7% on the 25th, and 34 % on the 26th, | The market aftorwards recovered and sales wore 
madeoe the Both at 39 fe and on the 20th at 36 % aud 37 %. ‘The exchange raling was 74. ‘Thore are uow sellers at 37, aud the market 
closes weal. 

‘5. 8. N. Co.—Sales were made at T 28 and ¥ 23). 
Compagnie du Gaz.—Shares changed hauds at ¥ 73, and more are wanted at this rate, 
Yunglsze Insurance Association, —Sales aro reported at E 720. 
| | Chinese Tuswrance Co.—A lot was placed at $230, and exchange 74. 
. * Fongtong Fire fnsurance Co.—Sales are reported at $565 aud $570. There are buyers at $575. 
China Fire Insurance Co.—A lot was sold at $150, 
S$. 4H. Wharf Co.—A lot changed hands at ¥ 92. 
Tuxp.A plot of land at the §.W. comer of Fobkien and Canton roads, measuring about 1 mow, and laviug ou it geven shops and bie 
Chinn Penge, das been sold privately for Tis. 4,000.—The Land Lot, at Chinkiang, No. 5, measuring about $4,450 aquapedest, together With 
Hetest dunce duereon, consisting of vix-roomed dwvelling-houso with outhouses, a godown, compradore's quarters; Tate in the occupation 
of Messrs, Canny & Co.; have been‘sold‘at auction fpr "Ti, 0,100. * = : 
"Tum weather was hot ini the early part of the wodk: but rain began to fall Wednesday morning, and the wind shifted to the east and 
north ae dhe'ollowing day, siace when it has been unusually cold for the time of the year. ‘The thermometer has ranged from 86 to 68. 












































| Posrrron rer Last Rerorr. | Lasr Divivenp, &o, ) Casi Quorations. 








ay SHARES, °°’ '| No. | Value. les 














‘ | at Workin ‘Yo Share- |When pd. 
‘ ! Reverve. |ALWorI6| Date. | “folders, | or due Closing, 
i 1 \ 
Bank. > | - t 3 | | 
i Hongkong & Shanghai Banking . Jaa tw A , \ 
7 jorporation .. 5 40,000 | $125, $125 | $500,000.00, $11,047.13'30 Dec. 76; £1 {15 Feb. 77) 37% prom, ox. 74 


Steamer Companies. | \ (= "Tle. 126.724.) 

































Shanghai Steam Navigation Co.| is | i 

tf Liquidation) © 29,500 | £100. 30 615,002.35... /90Dee. 76 {yep 26Mar.77] 234 
China Coast Steam Navigation i j \ 

Co, 6,000 | 00} 100 | o2,522.10)-241,159.60}30DDee. 76, * 24 |tsam 76) 674 

Dod ice \ 
Shanghai Dock Co. 440 | £500 | 500 | 27,183.54) ls0 Dec. 76) 9 2% [28Jan, 77) 210, 
Pootuny Dock Co, 950 | 100 | 3100 | : °5% | iden. 7H) 89 
i 

E100) £100 | | 8,917.74181 Deo. 76,88 17h 

750 “E50 | 2,333.25130Deo. 76, + 1% 2B 

Tnsitrance (Marine. ) ! i | 
China ‘Traders’ Insurance Co. i | | 

Limited . 200 | $5,000 | $1,500 " 592,961.80]30 Apl. 76:$110 pr share 31 July 76] 2,000 
North-Chiua Tusurauce Co., | } 

1875/77 1,000 | £2,000 | 2600 +£202,459.06 456,361.31 F100 prshare|13 Apr. 77] $50 
‘Union In. Society of Canton .., "500 $500 $106,500.00, nea 3, fest 750 
Yangtsze Iusurauce Association’ 1,200 500 200,000.00 i 7 { 720 
Chinese Tusurance Co:, Limited) 1,500 $200 | $62,507.60 $60,969.24 ] 230 






wo Insure Five. | feat x i wd | 
* “Hongkong anda | 2,000 S00 $364,202.00; 924,445.07) 'g0 Deds76'4$47.50 p.sb.'20 Feb. 77} 565 
China Fire In. Co., Limited | 4,000 $100 .! $339,787.30; '$96,304.86|30 Dec. 76) (+12 h (30 Dec. 76) 150 


Miscellaneous. 
Shanghai & H’kew Wharf Co. 
Shanghai Tag Boat Asso 

















| 71,878.61 30 Dee. sal *3h% | 1Mar. 77] 





8 
i 
Bi 
he 
B 
































LOANS. Amount of Loan, [;Nominal Yalue of (ate of Interest. | When Payable. | Closing. 
i ry . > 
Shanghai Mun. Debentures—Issue 1872, 33,700.00, * F 100.00 8% 30th April & 3lst Oct. 
Do. 1873,  £ 21,000.00 F 100.00 ” 30th June & 31st Dec. 
Do. + . 1875, 42,800.00 | ~ = £100.00 ” 30th June & 3ist Dec. 
‘Lyceum Theatre Ordinary Debentures..; EB 17,000.00" = | ‘FE 25.00 ” 30th June. 
Do. Preference _ do. + B 5,362.50 |- E- 37.50 1 34 Blet Dec. 
Chinese Imperial Government Loan ...| £627,615 + | £100 | 8 30th Juue & 31st Dec. 


























.* For halé-years... + For year. 
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